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Ta Gentle, = Bhs Way to Cure 
ſpeedily all Sorts of Wounds, = other Di- 
- Jeaſes belonging to SURGERY. 


ALSO, 


A Diſcourſe on Diſcover'd Bones 3 and a Way 
to Dreſs, after Trepanning, with a new Aru 
ment W by che Author. 
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I. The Advantages of is Wa, and Miſchiefs of 
a contrary Practice propos d and confirm d by 
Reaſon and Authority. 


5 Part of the Body, quickly cur d by chis Me- 
+ 1 thod: with Practical Refle#ions. 
II 


Wounds, and other Caſes; and his eaſie and 
5 effectual Remedies; wich ſome Pore and "il 
+ Remarks, 3 1 
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ger might have come abroad into our En- 
glifh World : But 4 toe look ufon De- 


dications to be, for the moſt puri, empty. 
Formalities, as little minded by every , 
elſe. as what? is ſaid in em, is believd_ . 
'y the Writer ;, ſo we qoubt not but this | 1 

0 3 


ok, will every where meet toith a becom. 


ing 25 ion, ſeeing it. is ſent out on 


Aach a friendly Errand, as to heal our 


0h IY cout 1 pag 25 5 be 1 
1 alron. Fad it þ been 8 
. thought neceſſary, under. 


the proteflion of whoſe Name, 1 his S$tran- 


Dons and pour Oy! and Wine into our. 


ounds...- -_ 
Surgery, in confi deration of the Anti- 


quity, the Uſefulne Fs the Neely and 
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pads there as ever been in the 
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bigheft Efteem, among all theſe other Arte, 


that _were invented for the Service of 


Mankind. Fur the Inprovemant of this 


noble Profeſſion, the Author of the enſu- 
ing Treatiſe has been at no ſinall Pains, ha- 


ving-theſe tuemy and eight Tears labour- 


ed therein, in ſome of the moſt celebrated 
Couptries of the World, with an untoguri- 
èd Diligence, and affiduous Application; 


the Fruit of whoſe Care and Fatigues, 


©, © = 2 


rhe Court 


us. Reader 7s here preſented 


Several of the Learned and Ingeniouc, 


ot 7 of this, but alſo of your ormer 

Ages, | le, tÞ 

+ Art was fer from having attain dunto that 
Perfection, whereof it is i cg ; yea that 

| _Abufes bad /tipt into Practice, which were 


have been_very ſenſi 


inknown to theſe renown'd Perſons, who 
at firft were famous in this Faculty, It 
was this Conſideration, that produc'd that 
learned and elaborate Treatiſe of Cæſar 


Magatas, Docfor of Phylick, and Profe/- 


ſor thereof in the Univerſity of Ferrara, 
entituled, De rara Vulnerum TraQtatio- 
ne, & Turundarum Abuſu. To the ſame 


. alſo, we ore many” other Chirurgical 
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bat this 


To the Reader: RE 


Campeſures, that from time to tine Fave. 
ur d in the Worldy' ſome finding fnulr 
with. one. Thing,” and ome \with another 
in the ordanar ry Way : Tea fone Dave. Lone = 
| 0 far, — to reje j. 
It is not fitting; and would be extreme- | 
Iy unjuſt, 10 ay. es _ nt P. M paruge- 
ment f the' have En. 
euvaur — EI & by their 
boar Only thre; de think, may be ſaid, 
10hout\Qffence 10 any; that the Book of 
Colas 8 ir written in Latine, © 
Rere tobe jound, and very Long, and con- 
 ſequentlyof-no uſe to the Enghſh 8 2 
Ad 4 þ others, they hade ent ber ſu- 


of the perfection of their Art; or then 
Having ſigniũi d io us in general, the De 
Jelfs of the Common Medicines and Me- 
„4 ener into a Detail of the RE. 
fans; that. make +bemt'miſearry in ' perticy: 
lar Caſes, vr mae Rav) unto us Ch 
ther the Name, Nature br Compoſition 5 
of theſe ober Remedies. tohich we are to 
afe. in the Place of the Former.” 
I be following Treatiſe, which Was 41. 
mgerber defign'd for the Reformation aud 
u 4 4. Improuement.. 


only; andtranfiently con complantd. 44 


*, 


To the Reader. 


Improvement of Surgery, is without any 
| 2 Inconneniences. Herein be Hu- 
thor, has diſcauered 40 us the Diſadvan- 
tages of thewfual Remedies and Method, 
in the differing Caſes that occur, by par- 
ticular. Reaſons, drawn from the Nature, 
and Eſſence. of the Things whereof he diſ- | 
courſes. He not only deſcribes to the Le 
the, Way, he mall have uc 10 take, bur 
Points it out to us cloathed with all the 
moſt Minute and requiſite Circumſtances, 
in particular Inflances of Cures f all 
Sorts , done on all Parts of the Body. 
He gives ust an Acccunt'of the Names, 
Natures, and Compoſitions of the Simple 
and Eaſy Remedies he àſes, and which he 
bas found attended with po Succeſs; 
not confining himſelf, or others, to one or 
two.only.,but exhibu ing, as was convenient, 
a competent Variety. When. he blames 
the ordinary Practice, and ſubſtitutes: a 
better in a4 Place her he accompanies 
bis invincible Reaſons, with ſeveral Au- 
thorities of the moſt conſiderable Authors. 
Moreover, he has taught us how to evite © 
ihe Extoliation of Bones: And bas given 


FA 


** 


To the Reader ©. © 
ny ua new Way of Dreſſing, after perfor- 


. WW mance of the Operation of the Trepan; 
n. with an Inſtrument of his own Invent- 
d, ing. pee co 

„- Hie ſeems to have hit upon the Right 


ec, Way, of carrying the Knowledge of the <1 
4 Art he profeſſes, to the furtheſt Extent 


fe. it can go; which is is by giving an e 

* Hiſtory of what he hn therein hy 

„ Experience, without vouching upon the © 

he KR Credit of others, whether Ancients dul. 

6, derns, what himſelf has not proud by a 

ll WF /uficient number of Tryals. Had this 

ly, MR Courſe been bitherto taken, in all the 

BF Arts and Sciences, bey had not remain d 
le at this Day of the Dwarfiſh Stature we f 
2 = find em: neit her had the World groan d. Z I 
S; under the bulky Lumber of an infinnte 
„ number of uſeleſs Books, which for the 

t, BR moſt part, are but imperfect, and mangled * 

2s BM Tranſcriptions, from the Works of others. 

a Had Phyſicians done ſo, their Art had not 


's been ſtill term d Conjectural; nor had tbe 
J 7!Succeſs, and jarring Opinions of, by far, . 
s. MF the greateſt number of thoſe, who bear 


e that hounourable Name, expos'd it to con- 
n 3X tempt, and rendred it ſo abnoxious to be 
1 ; 


[ighted, even by the Vulgar. - But. 


Io the Reader, 
But to return to our Author, all we. 
will further ſay of him is, that be ig an 


 unfeigned Lover of Mankind, Conſcienti- 


ous, Sincere, and Communicative of his 


ee Reſerve ;. and all this 


ay ow — o ale Chee 


af at . Juſti 
will 10 longer —.— 125 Reader in 


5 = 3 vnly it ig convenient be ſhould 


t Zi . iſe in the Original, 


ä pre — ed tit h rabations of ſome 


a Hb w/atians, and Sur- 

8 in "France, which ere omitted in 
. the Engliſh Impreſſion, that was deſigned- 
ly.contriv'd imo W s {mall Bulk, for the 
greater Cm of the Reader: Of 


whom. all we have to demand in behalf 


as, ic, that be 1 Read, TINA a 
ge: e OITEEY 


8 s. A TY 


; J : 
» * 9 q * 


110 ſufficiently convinc 4, of ro 
Truth of what is deliver d by Hip- 
os, Focrates in his Aphoriſms, thatL/e | 

is 5 rt, and Art 7 1 lent . N 
| 3ppears extrea e | 

fighly to acquit elk. by the Practiſs 

of A the Parts of Surgery: The Capa- 
city of the Mind ſeems too limited, to be 
50 ptirely, to graſp ſo extenſive an Art, 
1 have, for theſe eight, and 7 4 
3 Trafic Surgery under diffe- 

ae and in divers Hoſprzals of - 

3 yet I am ſo far, from think · 

$70) 2 attain d, unto. the Aenne 

ec oat oven: my - 

i pr og to RE d the- time to im- 
TR ' prove, . 
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2 3 prove, and make ſome ee on the 
4 | © curing of Wounds, to which chictly I ap- 


VR A "i d 


[- | However, having had many Opportu- 
© - nities, of diſcovering the Miſchiets oc- 
F} cafion'd by the uſe of Te-s, and by the 
Long and Painful Manner of 4 5 5 

ü d aften ancobeg 
mov id to Com 
+ 8, and ebenen ſe r 
Y oblig d, in — to give my Ad- 
4 vice herein. Beſides, ſceing all Men are 
Allowed the Liberty, to ſpeak their Mig 
concerning theſe Arts they profeſs ; 
8 "why 1 8 gd ot Hat 
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—_ „* a mee det Mi 


rg = OR OAT mY, e. 


lt is not to. FO qu aeftion'd, wie among 

N the great number of Surgeons, where- 

with France abo tinds, fome will applaud - 
tlie Excellency of my Mer bod; bur I at 

apt to think it will not p leaſe all. 

hardly ever knew any that Dio S. 

gery as do, and there are few of all the 

celebrated Authors we have, that. deli 


ver any ſuch: "Dotfrine 5 which r 5 
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trary to the Practice of many Surgeons, 
will not, from the moſt Part, meet with 
the Reception it Merits. 9 70 5 


Iiis a noble thing, ſaid 1 Wiſe Philo. 


ſopher, to be evil Spoken of, for doing 


well : There is no cauſe. then, why any 


ſhou'd be aſham'd, to communicate to 


the Publick what he has learn'd, when 
the Word may reap any Advantage there- 
by. Nothing is ſo inconſiſtent with (Hi 


ſtian Charny, and that Love we owe to 


our Neigbbour, as to refuſe to let him 
light his Taper at ours. Know/edee, like 
Light, may be imparted and not leſſend. 
N It 18 not my Helign, by this He thod, 

that pothbly will appear to be new, to 
deſtroy. the Foundations, and principal 
Rules left us by the Ancients, concerning 
the Curing of I ouuds: I am willing 
only ro make known my Ob/ervaiions on 


this Subject, and to point our, what I 


have perceiv d to be pernicious, in the _ 
ordinary Practice; and witha! ro ſhnew, 
what is certain aud uſgſul in that Me- 
thod, I my ſelf have tollowed tor ſeve- 
ral Lears; which, I hope, will be found 
ſo much the more adyantageous and rea- 
ſonable 
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ciples of the Circultion, © 


to go about to ſuppreſs Te7ts.that have 


the Priviledges of Natue, and to thew 
beyond Contradiction, that Regſon, and 


Method. 


I dont altogether condemn Thoſe, Who 
were the firſt Inventers of Tents, Dila 
ters, and Setons: they have had their 
Reaſons for uſing them, as I have Mine 


for lay ing them afide. Many have 
formerly been imploy'd' in 


Surgery, which now are no more in uſe; 


thin 


The Received Rules, the Order of Curing. 
and alſo the Application of Remedies, 
have been chang d from time to time. 


That which is New at this Time, will 


 fonable, that it is founded on the Prin. 
I know, it is a pretty bold Attempt, 
been uſed for many Ages; and I am not 
ignorant, that Com, on many Occaſions, 


has the Force of a Lew. But notwith: - 
ſtanding of all this, I deſign to maintain 


Experience are on my Side; tho at the 
lame time, I run the Hazard of being uni. 
verſally cenſur d, for the Newrefs of my 


ce And 


a 4 wi. Ws It 
„ f , . * f 


nnn as ee OY _ 


the Subjeck. They had the Honour of In · 


Te PREFACE. 
It is true, that, the SO did lay 
1 Foundations. 055 Surgery They have 
faid many Things, but not All; neither 
was their NRaotoledge ae e to 


venting. but ao left that of Bringing. 
to Perfedion, to. Paſterity. However, it 
is not to be doubted, that they took all 
1 uiſite Care, to avoid being deceiv d, 
to inform themſelves of the Truth : 


But if they had done All, Nothing had 


been left us to do. - 

Add to this, that if that Prepoſſe fron 
in favour of the Ancients, and the Bind 
Submiſhon to their Diclates, had not been 
laid afide; we had not ſeen that great 


number of Skilful Phyſicians, and Surge- Y | 
ons, which Thzs Age has roduc'd; who; 
after having ſhaken 0 | 


, the tyranical 
Toke of Antiquity, found out Things na 
leſs Neceſſary than Curious; that, othet · 

wiſe, wou'd have remained till now in 
Obſcurity, and had poſhbly been un 

known to Poſterity. 


Wherefore, it is not impoſlible, that id E 


the Active Part of Phy/ick alſo, which is 


Surgery, Bee Experiences, and con- 
hy | _ 


The PREFACE. 


tinual Diligence, may have diicover'd 


Abuſes, that were crept into Pradice, 


and authoriz'd by (tom. 
It can't be deny'd, that what belongs 
to the Fabrick and Conftitution of the 


Body of Man, Always was; but yet it has 


not Ever been equally known. The Netw 
Diſcoveries, have made a- conſiderable 
Change in the Knowledee, the Judgment 
and in the Cure of Imoard Diftempers ; 
and I ſee no Reaſon, why there ought 
not alſo. to be ſome Alterations, in the 
Cure of Outward Diſeaſes, and eſpecial- 
ly that of Wounds, which depend upon 
the ſame Principles, and have the Ad- 
vantage of the ſame. New Inventions. 


I ſuppoſe it will not be thought 


Strange, if after I have laboured, for the 
ſpace of Eiſtcen or Sixteen Years, in 
ofpitals of the Army, I have made 


ſome Diſcoveries, in the Cering of Wounds : 


for Uſage we know compleats a Work- 
man. I have formerly ſeen the moſt 


Part of France, I have travelFd over a 
Part of Germany, and all Italy, but have 


hardly found any Place, where Tents 
were not in Uſe : Several there are, who 


find · 


_ > od , , , 
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The PREFACE. 
d find fault with them; but few will give 
„ | themſelves the Trouble to lay them a- 

| fide.” Some before me have written a. 
58 Sainſt em; but I believe, I have been 
the firſt my Self, who hath had the bold 


is | nels, intirely to ſuppreſs em in Practice,; 
0 excepting only in caſe of exceſſive Bled. 
e e, and in ſome Erft eff © 12 


7 _- | Hippocrates," Galen, Celſus, Fabricius 


f ab Aguapendente,' and many others cited 1 
it in this Treatiſe, have been very near of | 
8 my Opinion; and I have adduc'd ſome 


[- Paſlages of theſe famous Authors, that 
n countenance my Method. I have alledg- 
.de d ſome Places, out of Ambro/izs Paris, 
being a well known Aurhor, and celebra- 
ted for the Cure of Wounds ; but it ap- 
pears; by the Remarks I have made, 
that he is inconſiſtent with himſelf, in 
many Places of his Works; which can't 
chuſe, but perplex the Mind of the young 
„%% 3 OCLTES ©] 0%) ARGOS 
Jacobus Marcus in his Preface to the 
Summary of Bandages, quotes Septalius, 
a famous Phyſician of Milan, and Cefor 
Magatas, a renoun d Profeſſor in the U- 
nĩverſity of Ferrara, who, as he ſays, 
2 8 condemn'd 


be PRE F 4 C E 
condemn'd, the L/ of Tents, and the 


too Ereguent. Dreſſing of Wounds; and 
thatto This they had ſuited their Practice, : 
in theſe tw two Men for a veryre conhdera: | 


ble time. 

1 know jt is not Length: of Time, that 
ean give @ Value xo Things, it is only 
their own Excellency; And every Thing, 


$1 


muſt once have a Beginnings I hape, 
therefore, if my Fegſons are approy d, 


aud ſome Credit given to my Experien 


ll lift themſelves u Side. 


know not, whether my Regie e e. 


Goodneſs of my Method in t in the 2 — 5 


be of force enough to perkeade; 
Infallible Proofs,” I have given 


Number of Cures, I have wrought there; 
* will I hope: ſuffice to convince: the 
Fablick. 


und 

I grant it is difficult, at firſt to come. 
over to the Opinion of another, when it 
is contrary to our Own: But when the 


Life of Men is concern'd, we ought not 


to delay one. Minute, to free our ſelves 


KomErrour; and to put off theſe Prejudi- 


C&S, 


2 judge it neceſſary, to wait: 
l is expir d, ey asf 
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© ces, that often hinder us, 1 to 


0 wer rin cg truſt from the Anciente, are 
ordin 


moft Spe cedy. Way of curing Wounds... 47 


F 
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* 


_ dowii-right Malice, and Cruel to uſe ity 
neither had my Endeavonrs, nat this 
time needful to ſuppreſs it, ſince it would 


The PREFACE 


penetrate into the Tuibh of things. The 
Opinions we receive in our younger Days, 
5 the moſt part of the Maximes, we 


the. Cauſe of the Falſe Steps 
we 5 4 in the chief Obligations of our 
Calling. The Life of the Wounded, I im 
deed. in the Hands of the Szrgeon, who 
OG under erp od Lanes 
ought to give a igence, not only to 
attain a A kevin: Meaſure of Sill but 


alfo to find out the moſt Sure, and the 


It vill be objeQted to me, that a.great 
urtbet It worinded Perk ſons have 2 2 
and yet are every Day cur d, with the 
Uſe of Terts, and als by * the 
Ancient Method in all its ec ee | 
l anſwer tis true: And indeed if all thoſe 
who are dreſt after this manner, were in 
certain Danger of being loſt, it woud be 


have been rie dted long ere now : But 
this 1 We? alter * have made Hol 


The PREFACE _ 
of both the One and the Other Method, 


and have carefully conſidered the Difte- 


rence between em, that thoſe who. are 
cur'd by that of the Ancients, have need 


of a healthful and vigorous Conſtitution; | 


beſides that it is never without Danger, 
much Pain, and requires a tedious Length 
of Time: All which Inconveniences are 
845 by embracing that which I pro- 
poſe. 2 Sn | 


In this Hoſpital, we have by this Me- 


thod happily curd Wounds of divers 
Sorts, yea of as many Various Kinds, as 
there are Different Parts of the Body; 
having had Wounds of all theſe under 
our Care: Wherefore, this Happy Suc- 


ceſs, can't in Reaſon be aſcrib'd to the 


Temper of the dir, which in ſome Pla- 
ces is favourable to certain Parts of the 
Body, as hath been obſerv'd, by Guy de 
Chauliat, who ſpeaking of Wounds in the 
Head, averrs that they are more eaſily 
curd at dosen, than at Pais, and 
that theſe of the Legs, on the contrary, 
are cur'd ſooner at Paris than at Avig- 


nion. The Air, I confeſs, where I am, 


becauſe of the Situation of the Place, is 
| not. 
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not ſo repleniſht with groſs Parts, as in 
Plain and Low Grounds ; yet is it, not- 
withſtanding, ever "hurtful to Wounds, 
both by Reaſon of the Niter, wherewith 
it is ſtor'd, and alſo becauſe of its AQti- 
vity, and Penetraction: Bur 1 have never 
yet been able to remark, that it was ei · 
ther more beneficial or hurtful to one 
e Fart, than to another; and I have al- 
ways us d all poſſible Precaution, to hin- 
I der its Acceſs to all Ho whatſoever; 
e- as will appear by the Sequel. 
'S 1 ſhall not in this Treatiſe, diſcourſe 
as of the Natures, and Differences of the 
; I Diſeaſes, that belong to Surgery: This 
er || is already ſufficiently done to my Hands 
c- by others; And the learned M. Ve rduc, 
ne Door of Phyſi ck, hath lately oblig'd the 
Publick, with a compleat Piece off Surge- 
be Ny. 1 will, therefore, concern my ſelf 
de only with my own Pralfice; and if any 
he Fthing elſe, chance to fall from my Pen, 
it will be only what I thought neceſſary 
nd Por „ my Subj ert. 
y, | Tho" in man of Places N this Book, 1 
adviſe the uſe of general Remedies, and a 
ſuitable courſe of Diet. among the Diver. 
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ions neceſſary in the curing of Wounds; 
yet I don't pretend to aſſume. to my 
IH, what peculiarly belongs to Phy/ic:- 
ans, whole part it is to order theſe things, 
and according to whoſe Directions, they 
onght to be usd. But I wrote in an 


Hoſpital, where the whole ordering of 


the Wounded, was altogether committed 
to me. It ſhall ever be Law to me, 
eſpecially when the Occaſion will allow, 


to keep my ſelf within the Bounds of my 


Hon. That Man, who wou'd ac- 
it himſelf in his I=plopment; as be- 
comes him, will find enough to do, tho} 
he keep himſelf, to what properly be-. 

longs to Sake And thoſe who pre- 
| rend to know al thi , molt cor J00- 


ly know nothing at all. But after all, 
I jadge it highly advantageous for a Surt 

geon, to know on certainOcca/tans,, how] 
to mak a ſeaſonable uſe of General Re. 


Fre 


otion, or a Cyſter, when ſeaſonably or- 


„5 
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fave the Life of a wounded Pex/ou 3.08 


at 


bo 


5 1 ö 


meddies, as well as of Topicks, Vulnera- - 


dered, and timouſſy adtminiſtrated, may 
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Dreſſing, after performing the O 
of the Trepan, with a New: Tr anne, 
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at leaſt prevent CE Seat many! Ae. 


dents. 

I have divided tus little Treatiſe, in- 
to three Parts: In the Firſt, I treat of 
Tents, and of the Miſchiets that conti- 
nually- accompany * 
after I have made it appear, that the Ai 


is pernicious to Wound; I add on char 


© Occaſion,” à Dillertation on Untovered 
Bones: And'then 1-deferite' my way of 


' tio 


own Invention. - l 29 
The ſecond Part, Putins a Culletpio 
of ſome Cres that 1 have done, accord- 


ing to my Method, with a Reflellion af- 


ter each; which 1 Juſtify by 2 
adducing ſome Citat:ons. There wou'd 
denen indeed, to think, that I had 
dated Narure, to Oe own Sen. 
1 —— the Succeſs of 
be calfd in qu if 1 
_ 185 K Tce many very jenportant 
jences, and ſuch as were publickly. 


5 


of 2 new Method, as I have al- 
4, v a pretry bold Arnd e 


ate 


dhe uſe of ern: And 


md: Por without doubt, the eſta- 


. Ipecally 
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ſpecially in a Time, when France-ſeems 
to have advanc'd Surgery to the higheſt 

pitch of $ 17 but particularly Paris, 
4 which 1 owe my Birth and Education: 
Knowing therefore that Experience is, 
for the moſt part, much more convinc- 
ing than Reaſon, I have quoted ſeveral 
Caſes, and given a Breif, but very Parti- 
cular Account, of ſeveral Cures, which * 
have related in a Manner as Natural as 
poſſible. 

The third and laſt Part, will be no 
leſs uſeful to the young Sirgeon, than 
the two others: Tis a general Idea of 
my Practice, with ſome Ob/ervations, 
and a Dęſeriprion of the ſimple Reme- 
dies that I uſe in the Cure of Wounds, 
and other Diſegſes belonging to the Pro- 
vince of Surgery: Their Goodnaſa is ſu.- 
fciently atreſted, by the advantageous . 
Effects which they produce; and the 
great number of Patients, cur d by their , 
Means, ought to gain them ſome Re: 
Nabe De / * 

I. have done What I cou d ta give 
this Book a Plain. and Eaſy Stile: If the 5 
Language 1 is not Fluent, oe the Expreſh; | 

ons 
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ons inviting, and agreeably ordered, it 
ought not to be ſurprizing: Siuplieity 


and Plainneſs belt becomes the Truth. 
A Book written in an Hoſpital, in the 


middle of the Alps, without any A/. 
ſtance or Advice, and which is bottom d 
only upon Practice; neither can, nor 


poſſibly "ought to be attended, with the 
Vain Enbelliſhments of E loquence. In a 


Word, I expet! to perſwade, not ſo much 
what I can lay, as bywbat J have done. 
hope the Reader will take in good 

Part this Eſſay, and will not condemn a 


De/ign, whoſe only Aim is; The Glory 
of God, The Comfort of the Afflicted 
and 10 Perfe&tion as Saure | 
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Plainly ſhewing, by Reaſon and Authori- 
1 t N this Way, ani 
1 | Wi refs - a contramy Pruiłice; with 
| 4 Diſcourſe-upon Diſcovered: Bones, 
a and aWay to dreſs with a New Inſtru- 
ment of the Author's Invention, after 
Trepanning. | | 


Chap. 1. the four Ends pr ed in l , 
- Ode See Te I l 1 
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Way, by a Faithful, and particular Ac- 
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«ll Parts of the Body, thereby brought 
- - #0 a quick and happy Cure; together 
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PART . 


Plainly ſhewing by Reaſon and Authority the Ad- 
vantages 2 this Way, and Miſchief's of à con- 
trary Practice: With a Diſcourſe upon Diſco- 
vered Bones; and a Way to Dreſs, with 2 
new Inſtrument of the Author's Invention, af- 
ter the Uſe of the Trepan. 
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2 CH A P. I. 
of Of the Four Ends propoſed in the U 72 ing 
of Tents. 


Fi E Uſe of Tents in Wounds, be- 


on, by the Univerſal Practice, at 


this Day 3 z It will be neceſſary for us, before | 
B we 


ing. reputed of ſo long ſtanding in 
Surgery, and but too much approv'd 
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2 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. | 
we deliver our own Method, to give. our 
Thoughts thereon ;-which alſo we will con- 
firm by Reaſon and Authority. | 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente in his Eighth Chap- 
ter Of Wounds, reckons np only three Uſes of 
Tents ; but many after him make mention of 

Four. One is to keep open the Orifice of the 
Wounds : Another to carry the requir'd Medi- 
cines fo their Bottom: A third to further the 
coming away of Extraneous Bodies: And a 
fourth is to drink in as it were, and to contain 
the Filth and Excrements therein generated. 

Our Deſign is at preſent to conſider, whe- 
ther theſe Ends, ſo far as they are expedient, 
may not be obtain'd without the Aſſiſtance of 
Tents: For I would not be thought without 
Reaſon, to make any Change of the Order re- 
ceiv'd in managing of Wounds ; nor raſhly to 
lay aſide any thing that might conduce to the 
Relief of the Wounded, or facilitate and ſhor- | 
den the Cure. | 


„ A P. M. 
f the Firſt End of Tents. 


FT 1s unqueſtionably certain, that Nature 
vours are ever bent towards the ſup- 
plying of what has been taken away by violent 
means from our Bogggg, and uniting the Diviſi- 


* 


olent 
1vifte 
ons 


rated from them: Moreover Nature can't effet 


The Hoſpital- Sungeom. 3 
ons made therein: We ought not therefore to 
keep open the Orifice of a Wound; but if need- 
ful, it may be widened at the firſt Dreſſing ʒ 
and thereby what is deſign'd in the firft Uſe, 
will be ſufficiently attain'd. However I don't 


altogether diſapprove of the Uſe of Dilaters, 
and ſometimes of Tents, when they are required 


to contain and ſupport Aſtingents, to ftep the 


Bleeding, or to hinder the Reunion of freſh In- 
ciſions, that ſomerimes are neceſſary in the firft 
Dreſſing of Gunſhot Wounds ; Eſpecially when 


| there is any Sifſpition that Extraneous Bodies are 


lodg'd in the Wound, or fome Splinter of a 
Bone that Nature is not able to reunite. But 
if once the firft two or three Days are over, 
Tents are not only uſeleſs, but extreamly hurt- 
ful, particularly in Gur ſhot Wounds, that of 
themſelves are oftentimes ſuihciently enlarg d by 
the coming away of the brniſed Fleſn, commonly 
call'd the Eſcar, before which we need not fear 
the cloſing up of the Wound. 15 | 
It was ſeldom ever known that a Wound did 
fill up, while any forreign Body remain'd within 
it. Now the. car is an Extr aneousBody in re- 


gard of thoſe parts to which it immediately ad» 


heres, and muſt therefore of neceſſiy be ſepa- 


2 Reunion of the fleſh, till firft ſhe have free d 8 


her ſelf of what keeps aſunder the Parts to we 


| ay 


2: _ 
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4 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. © © 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente, is of the ſame O- 
pinion, Part I. Book 4. Chap. 9. where he 
Jays, that Nature never cures a Wound, ſo long 
4s any thing is in it that offends ber. q 
I do believe there is no Body but will grant | 
that the Separation of the Eſcar is a Work of | 


| Nature „that is moſt ſpedily perform d, where 


che Natural Heat is moſt vigorous. Now ſeeing 8 
new:Flzſh is bred eaſilieſt at the Bottom of the 
Wound,'tis there alſo where it firft begins to fill 
np; and therefore the Orifice is laſt of all freed 
From the Eſcar,and ſupply'd with new Fleſh: for | 
which Cauſe we have no Reaſon to fear its too 
ſudden cloſing; neither does there appear any 
neceſſity of uſing 7 ents, to avoid that Inconve- | 
niency. 
As for Wande made by 1 ine 
they have no need of Tents, ſeeing they don't 
want to be dilated, but only to be clos'd up: 
Now what thwarts Nature's Intention not on- 
| ly may, but ought to be laid aſide. 
Finally, Contuſed Wounds can t be united, till 
firſt what is bruiſed is remoy'd, either by- the 
force of the Natural Heat, or the Application 
of Diſſolving Medicines, or by Suppuration :' 
and conſequently it appears that in this Caſe al- 
ſo, as well as the others, Tents may be forborn, 
and ſo the firſt End ey ape in uſing 3 is not 
£0 be allow d. 
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_cairim 
9 the ſecond End of Tents, 


Here will be no need of à great many 5 =_ 
| fons to demonſtrate, that it is an eaſy mat. 

ter, to make the Kemedies paſs to the Bottom 
of a Wound, without the Aſſiſtance of Tents:. 


ed for to this Purpoſe nothing more is required, 
tor than to give a pretty ſoft and thin 8 
00 to theſe Oyntments, Balſams, and other ſuch like 
ny Remedies, as are commonly us d in curing . 
ve- | Wounds. 6 


"MY When a ſimple Diviſion i 18 made in a health- 
nts, | ful and well temper'd Body, Nature ſtands not 


ont in need of any thing elſe, but the Natural Baul. 
up: ſam of the Parts, or the Nutricious Juice, in 1 — 
on- der to procure a Reunion, eſpecially if it is in 


fleſhy Parts: in which Caſe the Tents and qynt. 
ments do only irritate the Parts, cauſe Fluxiom of 
Humours, putrify the Fleſh, alter the Nutricious _ 3 
Juice; and ſo occaſion long and very great Sup- i 
purations, which rather hinder than promote 
the Cure. 


= - 


ver; the Part is weaken'd, the Body waſted, 
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Of the third End of Tents 


more Reaſon to believe that they conduce very 


Place by which it entred, unleſs it be at the firſt 
or ſecond Drefling :| And this happens very ſel- 
+ tho' never without great Pain, and much 
Time or Trouble. 
ITbere is no Probability that a Body ſo heavy 
as Lead, can remain for any conſiderable time in 
one Plea, unleſs it ftick in ſome Bone orJoynt. 


TheFleſh has not folidity ſufficient to detain the 


Bullet, but gradually yields to its deſcending 
Weight: and ſuppoſing it did not ftir of it ſelf, 
yet ſo far wou'd a Text be from furthering its co- 
ming out, that it would rather fix it faſter, and 


puſh it deeper into the Wound ; Now the Matter 


ever follows the Bullet, and makes to it ſelf one 
or more Cavities; it gathers together, encrea- 
ſes, ferments, and commonly brings on a Fe- 


3 


aud 


RE * the Diſcharge of Extraneous Bodies is q 
at all furthered by Tents, is a thing not to 
be imagined; Yea on the contrary, we have | 


much to retain them. For ſuppoſing that any | 
thing remains in a Wound, as a Bullet, Pieces | 
of Bone, of Cloaths, or Wad, Sc. it is almoſt 
impoſhble ever to draw it forth at the ſame | 
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| The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 9 * 
and in fine the wounded Perſon frequently is 


brought to an untimely End. The like Acci- 


dents may alſo be produc'd, by the Splinter of 


a Bone, or ſome ſuch other thing, after the 
ſame manner. Hence it is, that on the leaſt 


1 | Suſpition, whether from the Complaint of the 
= Wounded, or any other Appearance, of a for- 
reign Body remaining in the Wound, Search is; 


made thereinto with Inſtruments, and with the 
Fingers, but for the moſt part to no purpoſe, 
as I have often ſeen : And all this to ſatisfy 


themſelves, and to ſhew to the By-ftanders and 
to the Patient, that no Diligence has been. | 


ſpar'd to further the Cure. This Method is 
no leſs hurtful than cruel, and by exaſperating 
the Parts, cauſes Fluxions, and brings. on Putre : 
faction, yea oftentimes incurable Fiftula's. But 


when all theſe foreſaid Means fall ſhort of Suo - 
ceſs, then a lower Part is ſought out, therein. 


to make a counter-orening, which ſometimes 


when the Patient is of a ſtrong Conſtitution, 


effects the Cure. 


Pieces of Garments, of Wad, of Linnen, Te. 
are often carried by the Bullet into the Wound,, . #4 


and there remain after it 1s drawn out, being 
deeper lodg'd :. Theſe things are but too capa- 
ble of occationing troubleſome Accidents; and 


Tents conduce not a little to keep them there, 
obſtructing the Paſſage whereby they might be 


*% 4M 
«2 
a 


expelPd, It is certain that a Text always ſwells. 4 


in the e and filling up the Orifire, keeps 
B 4 in 
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in the Matter, which not being longer to be 
contain'd within the narrow Bounds of the 
Wound, ſpreads it ſelf into the neighbouring 
Parts, glides between the Muſcles, and carries W 
along with it the Extraneous Bodies, which are 
there corrupted and putrify'd, and infecting the 
Wound, occaſion. Mortifications, or Abſceſſes 3Z 
very hard to be cur'd. Z 
I fay then, to conclude this Chapter, that it ; 
is altogether in vain to uſe Tents with a Delign | 
thereby to facilitate the Diſcharge of Forreign 
Bodies; and that they rather conduce to keep | 
them in, than aſſiſt in furthering their Paſſage, 
But if by Chance it ſhould fall out, as ſometimes 
It does,, that the Wound cloſe up, when there 
is ſome Extraneons Body within; it will occaſion 
an Abſceſs either under the Aackent Eſcar, or 
ſomewhere elſe, more convenient for Nature, by 
the opening of which only whatever is hurtful 
and improfitable will be diſcharg'd. 8 
| As for leaden Bullets that have not been 
dcrravn out at the fiſt Dreſſing, their remaining 
in the Parts can do no great hurt, becauſe they 
are friendly to Nature; and in proceſs of Time, 
dy their own Weight, lip down between the 
Muſcles, and often appear under the Skin, from 
whence they may be taken out, without either 
Trouble or Danger. The moſt Part of Surge- 
ons are convinc'd of the Truth of what I ſay: 
Only this I muſt acknowledge, that we ought 
to endeavour to draw forth ſuch Bullets, as are 
N | either 
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either lodg d in a Joynt, or in hazard of falling 
into ſome Cavity of the Body; as that of the 

Scull, of the Thorax, or of the lower Belly»: 
where they might be W loſt. 


of the Fourth End of Tents. ; 


5 for the fourth pretended Uſe of Tents, L 1 
grant that they are always ſoak'd with ö 
the Moiſture of the Wound; but as they re- 
tain that Humidity, not ſuffering it to paſs out; 
ſo they are thereby ſwell'd up, and enabled 3 
to intercept the Paſſage of all the other Mat: 
ter that is generated: Now I would willing 
ly hear a Reaſon for keeping in a Wound EX 
crements, which Nature is ſo ſollicitous to tro 
out; for being corrupted by their Abode, they 
alter and deſtroy the Conſtitution of the Parte 
that contain 'em. Seeing then the longer the, At} 
Matter is detain'd, the more it is deprav dz. 
I am perſwaded tis much better to give it a 
free Paſſage, not interrupting its Courſe, than 

to ſhut it up with Tents, and force it to take 
other ways.. 3 0 
Having therefore demonſtrated that has +; 
Ends that have been deſigned by the Uſe of: 
Tents, in ſo far,as they are for the Advantage 

the Wound Ry may not only be attain d 
without em, but are really hindred thereby; 
F will endeavour in the following Chapter to 

| B< take. 
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take the part of Oppreſſed Nature, and to aſſert 
her Liberty by Reaſons founded on the Cir- 
culation of the Blood, and ſupported by the 
Authority of many Authors. | 


ü- . 


CHAP. VI. 


12 Wee ene, deduc'd from. the pr ſg 


Chapters, 


Nw: hath been diverſly defined by Au- 


thors who have treated therein. Julius 
Alexandrinus calls it The Author, the Principle and 
Efficient Cauſe of natural Beings. In this Senſe 
it is regarded in Phyfick as the Cauſe of Health, 


and the e Phyſician of Diftempers ; and is by Van 


Helmont confidered in three different States; to 

wit, either in its full Strength and Vigour, or 

as impaired and weakened, or as 9 Op- 
* and proſt rate. 

IT Theſe things might be apply d to our preſent 

Purpoſe; however that J may give a more clear 


and intelligible Idea of Nature, which may bet- 
ter ſuit with outward Diſeaſes, I ſhall lookgapon 


| her as the Chief Worker of whatſoever concerns 
our Health: and I am perſwaded, ſeeing ſhe has 
fram'd every thing according Wythe Law of it 
being, ſhe will alſo maintain Mm in their ne- 


cellary —— unite them when GS, and 


in 


— 
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in a Word, reſtore them to their firſt Eſtate, 
when any way fallen from it. 


This Union is ſo neceſſary for maintaining 
Health, and preſerving Life, that all, or at leaft 
the moſt part of Diſcaſes, proceed from a De- 
fect therein: For things of a forreign Quality 
are one Way or other mixed with the Humours 
of the Body, which diſordering and interrupt- 
ing the Union of their Parts, change and de- 


prave the good Temperament and Qualities of 


the natural Balſam, called Radical Moiſture ; and: 


from hence come Diſeaſes and Death. 


In outward Maladies alſo, and in Diviſions 
of the harder or fofter Parts of the Body mani- 
feſt to the external Senſes, it is plain that Na- 
ture ſuffers, and conſequently muſt ſtrive with: 
all her Might to reunite the divided Parts. 
The Surgeon as her faithful Minifter in curing, 
Wounds, ought to imploy his utmoſt Care to al- 
fiſt her, while ſhe labours to effect that ſo neceſ 
ſary Union. To this End he ſhou'd not only 
leave her at Liberty, putting no Hindrance in 
her Way, but alſo free her froni whatever may 


thwart her Deſign. Finally, he muſt aſſiſt and 


imitate her, mind her Inclinations, obſerve her 
Proceedings, and follow her as it were ſtep by 


ſtep, that he may be ever OY to lend her. 


his required Help. 


The Art of Phyſick turns upon thisPrincipley. Z | 
that Nature bas the chief Hand in curing Diſeaſes - 


tis with her the Phyſician "_ to conſult, and: 


without- 7 
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withont her Conſent as it were he ought never 
to do or undertake any thing: and in a Word, 
he only is the ableſt Phſtian, who has moſt ear- 
neftly apply'd himſelf to the ſtudy of Nature. 

I acknowledge there are many Caſes, where- 

in Nature alone is not tufficient, and in theſe 

the muſt be helpt out by the Hand of Art: as 

in the drawing out of Extraneous Bodies from 

Wounds, cutting off mortify'd Parts, opening 

Abſceſſes, reſtoring broken or disjoynted Bones, 

and other like Operations belonging to the Pro- 

vince of Surgery. But let a Surgeon be never 

ſo ſuperficially acquainted with Nature, he may 

eaſily perceive that by Tents and Dilaters ſhe is t 
oppreſs'd, depriv'd of Liberty of acting, and 

directly oppos'd in her Deſign, which is to reu- d 

o Nite the divided Parts. 2 3 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, whom I mention'd r 

before, aſſerts, that Nature never cures 4 Wound, p 

fo long as any thing is in it which ſhe can't retain : \ 

r 

h 
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For in this he is agreed with the moſt Judici- 

ous, that tis Nature that works the Cure; and 
gl at the ſame time ſhews, that a Tent is ſuch an t. 
| Enemy to her, as neither ought nor can be C 
kept within, but to her hurt and deſtruction. ti 
Galen alſo in his third Book of Method, ſays, E 
that tis not the Remedies, but Nature that \ 
cloſes up Wounds. C 
Wherefore, Experience having, ccnyinc'd ſt 
me of this Truth, I ſet my ſelf to conſider Na- B 
-ture's Deſigns, her Inclinations, and the Way e 

8 ſhe 


HA 


ſhe takes to effect the Cure of Wounds; and 
have obſerv'd that Tents do ever oppoſe, and 
prove a Hindrance to her. Tis every. Day to 
be ſeen that Nature can ſuffer nothing forreign 
to. abide with her; ſhe endeavours with all her 
might, to free her ſelf from Tents and Doſſels 
with which Wounds are ordinarily cramd up: 
For tho* they did not occaſion pain, as we may 
well aſſur'd they do, yet being Extraneous Bo- 


dies, Nature can't endure them without trouble: 


and let them be never ſa ſmall or ſoft, they 
mult neceſſarily preſs always upon ſome Feſſels, 
of which the Body 1s nothing elſe but a Contex- 
dur. : 
According to their bigneſs and hardneſs, Tents 

do more or leſs diſturb the courle and order of 
the Circulation of the Blood, ſo far as theWound 
reaches: They ſqueeze out the moſt ſubtil 
part of that, or other Liquors contain'd in the 
Veſſels they prefs upon, which by the Matter al- 
ready in the Wound, is converted into its awn 
Nature, and becomes a Ferment, that being re- 
tain'd, grows hot and corrupt, and ſo alters the 
containing and neighbouring Parts, and often- 
times imparts its vicious qualities to the Maſs of 
Blood, by V apours ient into the Veins; yea the 
Matter it ſelf is ſuck'd up by the Veins, their 


Orifices being dilated by its Fermentation, Mot- 


ſture, and ſtay ; and this circulating with the 
Blood, intirely corrupts it, and cauſzsFevers that 
end in Death, unleſs Nature by ſome critical and 
healthful 
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healthful Motion, throw out the Corruption. 

Ambroſtus Pareus in his ninth Book, treating 
of Wounds, Chap. 5. forbids the Uſe of Tents 
in few words, being therein ſupported by the 
Authority of Galen, who in the fourth Chapter 
of his Method, affirms it to be neceſſary in all 
Wounds whither {imple or componnd, that no- 


thing be between their Lips that may hinder 
Reunion. The ſame Pareus in his ninth Book, 


Chap. 7. recommends the Uſe of long and thick 
Tents in the Beginning, and afterwards adviſes 
to make em more thin and ſhort 3 but does not 
here forbid their Uſe. In the ſame Book, 
Chap. 15. he takes the part of Tents in oppo- 
fition to a certain Phyſician, that had written 
againſt his Method. 

Theſe differing and contradictory Opinions 
in one and the ſame Author, muſt of neceſſity 
throw the young Surgeon into perplexing 
doubts, fo that often he can't know, what is 
beft, or what way is moſt ſecure. *Tis certain 
however, that the miſchief of Tents was known to 
Galen, becauſe he forbids their Uſe ; and alſo 
to that Phyſician who found fault with the Prac- 
tice of Pareus ; his name I Know not, but by the 
acknowledgment of the ſame Author, he alto- 
gether lays aſide the uſe of Tents, and orders to 
dreſs a Wound but once in four Days. This 
Method therefore is not ſo new as at firſt I 
thuught with my ſelf, for I had form'd my de- 
fign ere ever I was aware of what I have here 

| quot ed. 
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quoted; and it was Experience only that open- 
ed my Eyes. 

Galen ſuſtifies further my Opinion, in his 
third Book of Method, and ninth Chapter, when 
he ſays, that in every Wound there are two ſorts 
of Excrements, a groſs and a ſubtil, which as 
he affirms, hinder the generation of Fleſh. Now 


if this be ſo, it is very prepoſterous to keep them 


in the Wound with Tents. If it be ſaid, that 
the Tents may be made ſo little, as not altoge- 
ther to fill up the Orifice, nor hinder the paſſage 
of the Matter: I anſwer, that tho* they be made 
never ſo ſmall, yet will they fill up the Mouth 
af the Wound; becauſe they ever ſwell up to 
the bigneſs of the Space they are in: but ſuppo- 
ling the moft ſubtil matter to eſcape, yet the 
more groſs and clammy is by them retain'd, and 
is enough to occaſion grievous Accidents. Now 
if ſmall Tents prove ſuch a hindrance to the cu- 


ring of Wounds, what may be expected from 


theſe that are long and hard, and paſs to the ve- 
ry Bottom? However theſe allo are uſed by ma- 
ny Surgeons, who for want of applying them- 


ſelves to the conſideration of Nature, and her 


Intentions in curing of Wounds, continue to 
follow a Method that is both cruel and deſtruc- 
tive. 


Tents,Dilaters, and Setons always occaſion Diſ- 


noſe in the Places where they are apply d; if 


they touch the Nerves, they cauſe extremity of 
Pain, that is often theOriginal of many Evils, and 
follow'd 
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follow'd by many grievous Accidents ; ſuch as 
Convulſions, loſs of Senſe, &c. It they bear upon 


a Tendon, its Action is hurt; and motion ceaſes: 


if they preſs the Feſſels, as they almoſt ever 
do, the Circulation of the Blood is diſturb'd. 
But ſuppoſe a Tent ſhould only 
Mamellons preſs together the * fibrous Papil- 
ſibrenx. le that compoſe the Skin, which 
are of a quick ſenſe, heirg the In- 
ſtrument of touckingz this alone were enough to 
diftnrb the Order and Diſtribntion of the Spi- 
rits; Which pow moving in a tumultuary way 
among theſe fibrous Papillz of the Skin, con- 
tract them by the Irritation and pricking which 
they cauſe. Now the Fibers being ſhortned, 
and the Skin contracted, the Veſſels muſt of ne- 
ceſlity be doubled or ſqueez'd together, and con- 
ſequently the Circulation diminiſh'd, or intirely 
ſuppreſs'd. In theſe Cales there is not ſo much 
Blood carried back by the Veins, as was brought 
by the Arteries: Now if the Circulation is al- 
together ſtopt, a Mortification enſues ; if con- 


iderably diminiſht, an Abſceſs ; but if the Hu- 


mours ouze into the Wound from the Capellary 
Veſſels, large and tedious Suppnrations are oc- 
caſion'd. | | 

The Hardneis and Swelling are caus'd by the 
Matter that is ftopt, and diffus'd about the 
Place; and therefore all the Accidents,are 


more or leſs grievous, and alter according to 


the force of the Compreſſion, and quantity of 
| | the 
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3 the diffuſed Matter, the good or bad Diſpoſi- 
1 tion of the Blood, of the Humors, or of the 
. Part affected, and the different Degrees of the 
; Natural Heat, which haſtens or keeps back 
the Fermentation and Putrefaction. 
; From what hath been ſaid it appears, that 
2 the Blood and Humours are not carried, or 
| drawn (as ſome Authors love to ſpeak ) to. the 
attzeted Part more abundantly than at other 
> [| times, altho' the Spirits run thither in much 
. greater Plenty: But as for the Blood, it is 
exident enough that it circulates leſs in the 
; wounded, than in the ſound Parts, becauſe it 
1 moves with greateſt Eaſe in theſe latter: And 
) it is a Law of Nature, that a Body in motion 


always moves towards theſe places where it 
. finds leaft Oppoſition. | 
1 The truth of this is clearly demonſtrated by 
x the Accidents, which ſome time ago followed 
t on certain Malignant Fevers in places not far 
- diſtaut from hence. They cauſed an Obſtru- 
ction, and ſwelling in the lower Belly ſo con- 
— ſiderable, that the Circulation was ſtopt, and a 
7 Gangreen enſu'd. But on the contrary, the 
. Blood was violently, and in too great quantity 
carried upwards ; it could not be contaw'd 
within the Veſſels, broke thro' all Obſtacles, 
and caus'd ſharp Pains , Abſceſſes, Deliriums, 
and Death. 
I have conſidered the Accidents that moſt 
commonly attend Wounds , and do believe, 
that 


- 
: 
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- 


T8 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 
that for the moſt part they proceed from the 
Diſ;rder of the Circulation of the Blood, oc- 


caſion'd by broken pieces of Bones, Bullets, or 
tome other Foreign thing remaining in the 


Wound: Theſe things are not of ſuch a Fi- 


gure as to cauſe an Irritation, nor can they of 
themſelves produce any putrefaction, and yet 
they commonly bring on Abſceſſes. We ought 
not then to aſcribe theſe Accidents to Pain; 
for ſometimes they come without it; and this 
often is preſent where thoſe don't happen. But 
I am of Opinion, that theſe extraneous Bodies 
preſs the Veſſels that are diſpers'd through the 
place where they are, and ftop the Blood, 
which ſlipping into the Pores and Spaces of the 


Fleſh, by its ſtay and Fermentation, is there 
_ corrupted, and chang'd unto the Matter of an 


Abſceſs. 
Tis true, Leaden Bullets, or other things of 
a like Nature, have been long in the Body, 
and yet no Abſce6 hath followed; hut this 
may be attributed to the largeneſs of the Place 
wherein they happen'd to be lodg'd fo, as not 
to occation any Diſorder ; or becaule ſliding 
between the Muſcles, it did not hinder the 
Courſe of the Humours. The other Accidents 
that ordinarily attend Gun-ſrot Wounds , are 
alſo occaſion'd by the Defe& of the Circula- 
tion, as I ſhall obſerve in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe ; where it ſhall be made to appear, 
that Tents and Dilaters usd in this fort of 
| ; Wounds 
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Wounds hinder the fall of the Eſcar, the Dif- 
ſolution of what 1s bruiſed, and the paſſing out 
of whatever ought to be brought away. | 

This will without difficulty be granted by 


_ thoſe, who well underſtand the Courſe of the 


Rlcod and Humours, and the Union and Order 
of the Parts that compoſe the Body. All the 
Parts are ſo united one to another, that the 
leaſt Separation can't be made without Pain, 
Effuſion of ſome Humour, or ſome other Diſ- 
order. Experience ſhews, that *tis not only 
the Air that rots the Bones, but alſo the Nou- 


riſhment of the Nervous Parts when it is al- 


tered by a malignant Acid; and generally any 
Matter that has Acidity enough to cauſe a Fer- 
mentation and Corruption in the place of its 


Abode, when kept in by Tents, or other fach 


Obftacle. | 
Tho' Doleus in his Surgery is not altogether 
againſt the uſing of Tents, yet he ſhews that 
we ought to do it with great Caution; from 
whence it appears he Judg'd them dangerous. 

Etmullerus is of the ſame mind, in his Phyſical 
Surgery, where he Joyns ſuch Accidents with 


@ the Uſe of Tents, as ought to fright thoſe who 
©imploy em: He adviſes the uſing of Pledgets, 


and quite to lay afide Tents in Wounds of the 
Nerves and Tendons, and in theſe of the Joynts. 


Hence it appears that this Anther was no great 


Favourer of Tents; for which Reaſon he orders 
the Uſe of the vulnerary Balſam in the cure of 
Wounds 
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Wounds, which promotes the generation of 
Fleſh, and cauies a ſpeedy Union, to both which 
the Uſe of Tents 1s directly contray. 

All the famous Phyficians, who have treated 
of Surgery, and the curing of Wounds, are well 
nigh of the ſame Opinion. I could reckon up 
a great number, if I thought that theſe IJ have 
adduc'd were not enough. It appears, as 1 
have ſaid in the Preface, that Septalius and Ma- 
gatus, both renowned Phyſicians that practiſed 
Surgery in Italy, followed this Method for the 
ſpace of torty years with very good Succels. 

M. Caufape Doctor of Phyſick, in his Obſer- 
vations on the frequent Uſe of Bleeding, alto- 
gether diſcards the Uſe of Tents, without any 
Reſerve. He ſupports his opinion with Reaſons, 
which I had conceived before his Book came to 
my Hands. But we may be ſure that. Author 
did not write on this Subject, before he was ful- 
ly. convinc'd by his own Experience of what he 
advanc'd. It would be an unpardonable Raſh- 
neſs for one to write and maintain that, of which 
he daubted the Truth, and to eſtabliſh a Me- 
thod on falſe Principles. 

I very well know that great Numbers will 


oppole themſelves to what I advance on this 


Subject, which is the common Fate of all Opt- 
nions that appear new: but of this Matter Ex- 
perience only is the ahi nen Judge; whoſe 
Teſtimony ſhall be deduc'd at large, and. with 


all 
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all Faithſulneſs, in the ſecond Part of this 
Work. | 

In this firft part I make account ſufficiently 
to explain the Reaſons that oblig'd me to lay 
aſide the Uſe of Tents and Dilaters. I can't 
approve their proceeding, who uſe them be- 
cauſe others have done ſo, or becauſe the An- 
cients have ordered it. The Glory or Blame 


of the Good or Ill Succeſs, fay they, accrues. 


not to us; we have Cuftom and Antiquity for 


our Warrant. But the Arts and Sciences ought 


never to be ſhut up within ſuch narrow and un- 
equal Bounds. Knowledge, Reaſon, and Expe- 
rience would be 1njur'd to the higheſt Degree, 
if we ſhould impoſe upon them ſuch ſevere Re- 
ſtrictions, and take from them that Liberty, 
which ſhould laſt equally with the World. 


— 
2 


CHAP. VII. 


Reaſons to demonſtrate the Miſchief of 
Fears 


Any of the Ancients, and ſome of the mo- 
dern Writers, have ſpoken of Tents as 
things indifferent: Such Authors, I mean, as ha- 
ving written of Surgery and the Cure of Wounds, 
ſeem to have brought theſe things to ſome Per- 
fection. They leave it to the Diſcretion of the 
Surgeon 
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Surgeon either to ule them or not, according as 
they Judg'd convenient. They did not think 
this matter of ſach Moment, as to require their 
Attention. They look'd on theſe Means with 
unconcern'd Eyes, referring themſelves therein 
to the Honeſty of thoſe, who firſt wrote of them. 
*T is apparent they had not obſerv'd, as I have 
often done, the miſchief occaſion'd by Tents, 
the uſe of which deftroys indifferently the Vul- 
gar with Perſons of Merit, whoſe loſs in a State 
is always to be regretted. 
We need not be ſurpriſed at what we ſee hap- 
pen every day in the Cure of all forts of Wounds; 
*tis not at this time only that one thing has been 


taken for another. Our Knowledge is not ſo 


great as to reach to all neceſſary Truths; nor 
do we perfectly underftand the Cauſes of all the 
Accidents and Diſorders that follow upon 
Wounds. All thoſe who have treated of this 
Subject have endeavoured to explain them ac- 
cording to their opinions, as I have done my 
beſt to accommodate them to mine. But Occa- 
fions are now frequent enough, and therefore it 


will be eafie for any one to inform himſelf of 


the truth, and to diſtinguiſh who are in the 
Right, and who not. 

M. De la Chariere, in his Book of Operations, 
diſcourſing of Wounds, adviſes carefully to wipe 
away all the matter of a Wound, and to fill up 
every the very leaſt corner with Dilaters or 
Doſſels, to hinder its ſtaying, leſt it ſhould be 

ſuck'd 
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ſuck d up by the Veins, and carried by the Cir- 
culation to the Heart. The ſame Author adds, 


that the Air is a moſt powerful Enemy to 


Wounds : Nevertheleſs it is impoſſible to dry 
up the Matter with all that exactneſs he re- 
quires, what diligence ſoever be us'd, without ta- 
king up ſome time; during which the Air will 
do incomparably more Harm, than the Matter. 
that therein might have remain'd z which often 
is not endu'd with all theſe ill Qualities one is 
apt to imagine, as ſhall be made to appear 
in the fourth- Chapter of the laſt Part of this 
Treatiſe. 
T his Author acknowledges that in Contuſions, 
a little extravaſated Blood ſqueezes together the 
Veſſels, interrupts the Courſe of the Blood and 
Humours, and cauſes Fluxions and Inflammati- 
ons. What then may be expected from a like 
quantity of Doſſels heap'd one upon another? 
They encreaſe the Divifion made in the Body, 
and oppoſe the Deſign that one ought chiefly 
to have Regard to in curing of Wounds, which 
is Rennion. To this may be added, that they 
are more hard, painful, and contrary to Nature, 
than a little Blood of which he ſpeaks. 
As for what is alledg'd by him, that the Matter 
might otherwiſe be taken up by the Veins; it is 


not to be apprehended, unleſs it were of ſo great 


a Quantity as to ferment, or made ſo long 2 
ſtay in the Part, as to open and dilate the Orifi- 


ces of the Veſſels. This may indeed fall out in 
Wounds 


—_— ah the 
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Wounds of the Breaſt, as will appear in the ſe” 

cond Part of this Book, and in theſe of the 
Thorax, where the capacity and heat of the Part, 
are ſufficient to produce that Effect. This al- 
ſo may happen in great Abſceſſes, whereof we 


will give ſome Examples at the End of this 


Work. Finally this may arrive when the Mouth 
of a Wound is ſtop'd up with Tents or Dilaters, 
which too often keep the Matter ſhut np from 
ene Dreſſing to another: hence it increaſes, 
ferments, and ordinarly acquires a vicious and 
malignant Quality, which may be communt- 
cated to the Heart by means of the Circulation 
of the Blood. 

Of all thoſe Miſchiefs Tents and Doſſels may 
be accounted the chief Occaſion. Now td a- 
void all theſe Accidents, and the ſtaying of the 
Matter in the Wound, we need only leave open 
the Orifice, and put nothing into the Cavity 
which may increaſe the Separation of the 
Parts; to the end they may come together, 
when there is nothing to hinder their Reunion, 
nor any. empty Space, where the Matter may 
make any conſiderable ftay. Theſe I think are 
good Reaſons, and ſtrong enough to overthrow 
an Opinion, that is contrary to my ten or 
twelve years Experience. | 

The ſame M. De la Charriere, a little further 
ſays, that the Orifice of a Wound muſt be dila- 
ted when it 1s lo little that it will not ſuffer Doſ- 
fels to enter, that ſo it may be fill'd therewith : 
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and I on the contrary widen it that I may avoid 
the uſing of them, for Reaſons mention'd before. 
Moreover it is to be fear'd that a Dilater may 


be loft, and fixt in a deep Wound. Of this we 


have had ſufficient Proof in the Perſon of one 


of our Generals, and many others wounded in 
the Battel of Marſeils. 


Wherelore if Tents may be laid aſide, as has 
been done in this Hoſpital, even in deep 
Wounds of the moſt fleſhly parts of the Body; 


much more ought they to he forborn in others. 


The ſame Author before mention'd, rejects 


the uſe of Tents, excepting in Wounds of the 
Breaſt, and lower Belly that penetrate : Not- 
withſtanding it may be ſeen in the ſecond Part 


of this Treatiſe, where we diſcourſe of Wounds 
in the Breait, in what manner we have cured. 


many ſich of different Natures without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Tents. 


As for thoſe in the lower Belly, I know it 


may be ſaid to me, that if I have not us'd Tents 
to them, it is long of the difficulty of their Ap- 
plication, and ſtay in this Part, where, by rea- 
ſon of the continual motion, they can't be kept in, 
mleſs with a very ſtrait Bandage. But the 


natter is otherwiſe; for indeed I fee not for 
that Reaſon Tents are required to this part a- 


y more than to others. Let us {uppole nowy 
lat the expected Suppuration of the contained 
Parts that are wounded, is already begun, tis 
mpoſhble the Matter can come away, while the 
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Orifice is ſtopt up with a Tent , but it muſt fall 
down by 1ts own weight into the lower part of 
that Cavity : alſo what Matter or Blood may 
there be collected, can't be diſcharg'd by rea- 
ſon of the Tent, which is as a Dam to keep it in; 
eſpecially if we wait till the Suppuration of the 
Teguments, which is never great, be excited 
by Irritation or by Tents. Otherwiſe the Mo- 
tion in Breathing, and the lifting up of the Pe- 
ritonæum in Inſpiration, will drive out the Mat- 

ter as it breeds, if a free paſſage be allow'd it. 
There is one Cale wherein MDilaters, and ſome- 
times Tents, become in a manner neceſſary; 
and that is when a Wound is accompanied with 
a conſiderable Bleeding ; then they may be us'd | 
to carry Aſtringents to the opening of the Veſ- 
ie, and to ſupport and keep them on; chietly 
in deep Wounds: For if at firft we ſhould Joyn 
the Lips of the Wound, and apply Aftringents 
upon them, the outward Bleeding might be re- 
preſt, before that of the Veſſels were reftrain'd; 
and fo the Blood running between the Muſcles 
would there be corrupted, and would ſpoil the 
Parts wherein it is contain'd, and theſe that bor- 
der upon. them, and might alſo occaſion Suffo- 
cation, and a Gangrene. This 1s what I faw 
at Turin to befall the Baron de la Serra, a Gen- 
tleman of Savoy, who being wonnded with a 
Sword near the Tight Arm-pit, had a branch 
of the Vena Subclavia opened: he was dreſs'd by 
a ven expert Surgeon, Who, whether by 
chance 
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chance, or otherwiſe, neglected to apply Aſtrin- 
g=nts to the Opening of the Veſſel, tho' the 
Bleeding was very great: the Wound was joyn- 
ed, and the Part loaded with Aſtringents, which 
were made faſt with Compreſſes and Bandage. 
In the mean time the Blood continu'd to run 
from the Vein, and to diffuſe it ſelf between the 
Muſcles of the Breaſt. Two or three Days 
paſt before the firſt Dreſſings were taken off; 
and then the Thorax was found to be gangren'd. 
The wounded Perſon dy'd in a little time af- 
ter. | 

The Cauſe of this Gangrene can't reaſonably 
be alcrib'd to any thing elſe but the retaining 
of the Blood and Matter, which finding no Out- 
let, preſs'd together, by reaſon of their bulk, the 
Veſſels and the Nerves, and hindred the Circu- 
lation of the Blood, and Courſe of the Spirits 
and other Liquors, ſo that the Blood became 
quickly corrupted, and cans d all theſe Diſor- 
ders. Theſe ſame Accidents may be occaſion'd 
by Matter, ſhut up in the Cavity of Wounds by 
Tents ſtopping their Orifice ; eſpecially if that 
Matter is conſiderable for its Quantity, and ve- 
ry much crowded. | VO 

When in my younger Days I frequented Hoſ- 
Pitals, and practis'd with very able Surgeons, 
I have ſeen attime of drefling,the Tents for the 
mott part expell'd from the Wounds, in ſpite 
of the Bolſters and Bandage: Nature then 
clearly fignifying her Intention. Nevertheleſs 

8 they 
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They continued ſtill to uſe them, forcibly thruſt- 

ing them again into the Weunds, tho' not with- 

-out much Pain. What a ftrange Method 1s 

this? How is it poſſible for a Wound to cloſe 

up, fo long as a forreign Body is entertain'd 

within it? If a Pea, or a litttle Ball, be kept 

in an Iſſue, tho' for ten Years, it will ſtill re- 

main open: but if you take it out but for one 

half Day, you ſhall find it intirely fill'd up. 

A Tent does the ſame to a Wound, that the 
Ball does to an Iſſue: and Fiſtula's that trouble 
ſo many People all their Life, are the Effect of 
Tents that have been inconſideratly us'd, in the 
Cure of their Wounds. The Humours take 
their Courſe through theſe Places which they 
find open; this becomes firit habitual, and then 
natural and neceſſary, and thereby the Fleſh 
is hardened and becomes callous. Theſe Im- 
Purities which Nature ſometimes evacuates by 
ways ſurprizing to us, being detain'd in one 
Place, became a Bag of Mattet ; and that lame 
Nature, unwilling that any thing ſuperfluous 
and unprofitable ſhould remain with her, by a 
peculiar Sagacity, makes a Vertue of Neceſſi- 
ty, and uſes theſe Paſſages ſhe finds open, to 
free herfelſ from the Excrements and Humours 
that diſturb her; but at the ſame time a part 
| of the * Radical Balſam, which 1s the 
* Baume Lite and ſupport of the Parts, paſ- 
radical ſes out allo by the fame ways. 


- theſe Openings in the Body, through which Hu- 
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1 know not to what I can better compare 


Y 


mors take their Courſe, than to theſe of Trees, 
whether made by Nature herſelf, or the aſſiſt- 
ing hand of Man, by which the Sap that nou- 
riſhes both its Trunk and the other parts paſles 
out. The difference only lies here, that theſe 


help to encreaſe and preſerve the Trees, but 


thoſe to deftroy and weaken the Body. 
For certain it is that Fiſtula's conſiderably 


1mpair the Parts, never leave thoſe that have 
them 1n an intire State of Health, and ſhorten 
their Days, whatever any may alledge to the 
contrary. But that which ſurpriſes me moſt is 


to find the afflicted Perſons, ſupport the Incon- 


veniencies they ſuffer with a kind of Satisfaction, 
fancying that if in time they ſhould permit 


their Sores to cloſe-up, then Death would un- 


doubtedly ſoon after follow. 


Wherefore when there is nothing to hinder 
the filling up of a Hound, Art hath nothing 
elle to do but to obſerve Nature's Proceedings, - 
which ſometimes exceeds in the breeding of 
Fleſh,in ſoft Parts; and ſometimes In generating 


the Cullus in hard Parts: But 'tis obſervable 


that in curing Wounds, ſhe proves oftner ſu- 
perfluous than deficient. - Thus it appears, 
that Tents ought not to be us'd in Wounds, 
ſeeing Nature very frequently throws em 
out; becauſe ſhe can't hear the preſence of 
what is forreign. Don't we ſee, that fo ſoon as 
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ſte is oppreſt with any thing hurtful, all her 
*Enleavours are us'd to get rid of it? She has a 
thouſand means unknown to us, and often takes 
fuch ſecret and ſingular ways as are hidden 
from the moſt Curious Anatomiſts. That young 
Man, under the Care of Fernelius, who had 
wallowed an Ear of Graſs, that came out ſome 
time after by a little Abſceſs between two of 
his Ribs, is a ſufficient Demonſtration of this 
Truth. Ambrofius Pareus alſo relates that he 
took from the Groin of a Woman, a Needle 
that had entered at the Hip of the ſame ſide. 
In fine, the conftderation of the ſurprizing Ways 
whereby theſe extraneous things were caft out 
of the Body, obliges us to conclude, that Na- 
ture is very wiſe, and can't endure the leaſt 
| thing that is hurtful or diſquieting. A little 
Duft in the Eye difturbs all her Oeconomy, 
and no reſt is to be expected till it is out. A 
fmall Crum of Bread that goes not the right 
Way, but is by ſome motion, or the agitation 
of a little Air thrown into the Wind-pipe, does 
it not endanger Suffocation ? What endeavours 
are made to caft it out? The Air breaks forth 
with Violence from the Lungs, the whole Bo- 
dy is ſhaken, all its Parts are in motion, the 
Face is inflam'd, the Eyes run with Tears, Con- 
vulſions follow, and this admirable Mafter- 
Piece of Nature, is all in trouble and Diſor- 
der, and all this for a thing in appearance moſt 
inconſiderable. A Stone or a little Sand in the 
Reins 
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Reins, Ureters, Bladder or Urethra will ſcarce 

ermit a moments. reft for the violent Pain: 
And indeed our Life may be called an Image 
of Death, ſo long as a Stone 1s lodg'd in any 
of theſe Parts: ſor true is it thatNature abhors 


what diſturbs her. 


Now tis to be obſerv'd, that according to our 


Method, the Dilaters and Tents with which the 


Wound was filled hitherto, muſt be taken out, 


ſo ſoon as the Bleeding is ftop'd ; and that the 
ſureſt way is for the Surgeon, altogether hence 


forth to leave off ſuch dangerous Means: be- 
cauſe their uſe may irritate, and at the ſame 
time by touching the Veſſels, may open them 
and renew the Bleeding, which by protr 


the Cure, occaſions new troubles to the Woun- 


ded, as 1 have often ſeen. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Part I. Book 1. 
Chap. 2. ſpeaking of tranſverſe Wounds of the 
Forehead, adviſes to apply long and flender 
Compreſſes wet with the White of an Egg, 
one on each iide of the Wound, and to preſs 
them together, ſo that thz Lips may touch 
without ftitching, eſpecially if we would avoid 
the Deformity of a Scar. Now I know no 
Reaſon, why the fame Method mayn't be put 
in practice, in Wounds of other Parts of the 
Body, made by cutting Inftruments : Nor do 
I underftand why ſuch ſhould be dilated, ſeeing 
they require only Re- union. For my own part, 


[ have praQti>'d. this way in many Places, and 
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on different parts of the Body with the delired 
Succeſs. | 

Theſe who are unprejudicated, or will re- 
fle& but a little on the common Method, 
will be convinc'd that I don't without Caule 
reject it. Tis eaſie enough to apprehend the 
Cauſe of the perpetual Pains ſuffered by thoſe 
miſerable Perſons, whoſe Wounds are fill'd 
with Tents and PDoſſils: For having thruft in- 
to the Sore Lint twifted, hard and uneven, and 
apply'd thereon Plaifters and Bolſters, all is 
made faſt with a Bandage that paſſes ſeveral 
times about the Part: Now tho' this may ſeem 
not to be very ftrait ; yet it is ever tight e- 
nough, to preſs upon the Text, and cauſe it to 
touch every where upon lively and ſenſible 
Parts. For the inward Parts of our Body 
are indeed very ſenſible, and unaccuſtomed to 
the Touch of any extraneous thing; ſo that 
the Wounded can't move in the leaſt, without 
great Pain; his wounded Members are utterly 
difabled, and by a kind of Neceffity he is con- 
fin'd to nis Bed as a lame and impotent Para- 
litick, and always in one Poſture, which is no 
le, if not more pernicious than the Wound 
it ſelf, eſpecially in Hoſpitals, where the Beds 
not being ſuch as are requihte for the Eaſe 
and Comfort of the Sick, cauſe almoſt uni ver- 
{al Excoriations, and oftentimes Mortifications 
and Gangrenes, This is what 1 have many 
times ſeen ; and frequently through the Fault 
of 
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of thoſe who follow the ordinary Method of 
Dreſſing. 

Not that ether Parts of our Body are diſti- 
tute of Senſe, any more than theſe I juſt now 
ſpoke of; thoſe that are ſo charitable as to viſit 
Hoſpitals, will atteſt this: nothing is there to 
be heard at the Hours of Dreſſing, but Cries 
But we can't enough recom- 


23 


mend to Surgeons on this Occaſion, to ule their 
Patients in the moſt gentle manner poſſible: 


For it muſt be own'd that there are ſome a- 
mong them, that would think they had not ac- 
quitted themſelves. as they ought, unleſs: they - 


made thoſe under their hands, to roar out for 
ſome conſiderable Time; which makes many to 
think that Surgery and Cruelty are unſepara- 


8 
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CH A P. VII. 


De Reaſons of the Authors Practice, teith 
the Motrves that induc'd him thereto. 


Rom what I have already ſaid, I know I © 


ſhall be accus'd as if I only writ to find 


fault with the Methods now in uſe. Neverthe- 


leſs I am not affraid to avow , that I am in- 
ſpir'd with a much Nobler Defign : I take no 
pleaſure to trample upon the Monuments of the 


Dead, 
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Dead, or to carp at the Living; *tis Conſcience 
alone that obliges me to maintain what I have 
advanc'd for the Good of the Publick. But as 
it will be an hard task to perſwade ſome People 
of what is contrary to theſe Maxims they have 
ſuck' d in as it were with their Milk, it will be 
convenient to propoſe Examples of what ought 
to be followed, and to point forth what 1s to be 
ſhun'd, For in fine, tis here as in Religions, 
every one thinks his own Method the beft. 

Among the great number of thoſe, who at 

this Day practice Surgery, there are very few 
whoſe Methods agree. Some, without depart- 
Ing an hair's breadth from the Opinion of the 
Ancients, blindly follow their Dictates; and it 
is enough that any thing has been advanc'd by 
ſuch or ſuch an Author, to make it pals into 
an unviolable Law. Others more active and 

Ingenious, not regarding the received Cuſtom, 
beſtow liberal Jeers upon whatever is not the 
Product of their oπẽn Brain, and treading Anti- 
quity under foot, are every day making new 
Syſtems of Surgery, I know not with which 
party I ſhall be ranged ; But 1 have done my 
beft to accommodat,what the Ancients have de- 
hvered, to the Opinion of the Moderns, and 
Circulation of the Blood ; imitating in this the 
Bees that gather from every Flower, what is 
fit for, making Honey: And if Experience may 
have any Sway, my Practice ought to obtain, 
as being confir'm'd by it. 


Theſe 
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Theſe who extol the Cures they have done, 


have alſo Reaſon to ſupport their Practice; 


which becauſe of the Progreſs it has made, 
paſſes even at this Day for the beft, and moſt 
ſecure, in many Places. This Error hath ta- 
ken ſo deep Root, and gain'd ſo many Follow- 
ers, that notwithftanding all my Experiences, I 
doubt not but many will ftand out againſt my 


Method, reject my feeble Reaſoning, and treat 


me as a Violater of Cuſtom and received Max- 
ims, and a raſh and inconſiderate Innovator.- 
For with them it is a general Rule, That a 
deep Wound ought to be kept long open, in 
order to a perfect Cure. Yea, the Sick them- 
ſelves being prepoſieſs'd in favour of this falſe 
Opinion, believe that the Accidents which 
happen ſome Months, yea ſome Years after 
they have been cur'd, proceed from the too 
ſpeedy cloſing up of the Wound, alledging the 
Wolf was ſhut up in the Sheepfold. As for 
my ſelf, I am perſwaded, and* am able-to 
maintain it, that almoſt all ſuch Accidents are 


caus'd by keeping the Wound too long open, 


whereby the parts being much weakened, are 


hard to be reſtored to their firft State, ſo that 


the left motion, or Exceſs, renews the Sore, 


and brings back the Symptoms.. 


As for Wounds of the Head, where the Scull. 
is laid bare, Exfoliation ;nfallibly inſues, if they 
are long kept open: If the Cranium is broken, 
the alteration, and the Accidents, are yet more 


cone 
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cConſiderable, and cauſe often a Weaknels, 2 


depravation of Senſe, Giddineſs, Head-ach, 
and other like Diſtempers, and ſometimes a 
corruption of the Membranes and of the Brain. 
It is moſt certain that a Wound cannot be 
kept long open, but a great Suppuration. ſhall 
follow; and then, in ſpite of all precantion, 
the Matter that is every where diffus'd, will 
glide along, and reſt upon the Bone; and the 
moſt ſubtle Parts, as Galen fays, paſting into 
the Capacity of the Scull by the Fracture, will 
fall upon the Membranes; from whence it can't 
be got out, but by the Operation of the Tre- 
pan; and if neglected, will bring on Mortal 
Symptoms. 

Wounds-of the Thorax or Breaſt may be 
elos'd up without Danger, as will be more 
largely made out by Experience, in ſome Pla- 
ces of the ſecond Part of this Work. For thoſe 
which continne tc fuppurate for a long time, 
do infalltbly bring on the Tiſſick, Aſthma's, the 
Cough, ſhortneis of Breath, and incurable 
Fiſtula s. | 

Tents cannot be kept in Wounds of the lower 
Belly, becauſe of the perpetual Motion of the 
Guts; and conſequently ſuch are ſecure from 
tae Pains and Infirmities that follow upon their 
Uſe. | | | 

Wounds of the Reins, of the Emulgent Veins, 
and of the Vreters, if not ſpeedily united, leave 
behind them incurable Fiſtula's, with a running 

| = of 
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of Urine at the Wound. The ſame falls out in 


thoſe of the Bladder. 


In theſe of the Joynts, if Tents be us'd, the 
Cure is very tedious, difficult and dangerous 


for commonly there follows upon them an Alte- 


ration of the Tendons, of the Nerves, and of 


all the Part; ſometimes a ſhortening or tength- 


ening of the Member, with loſs of the nutri- 
cious Juice, and a Weakneſs that endures for 
Lite. 

Wounds of the Extremities cauſe an intire 
diſſolution of the Nerves, and often the loſs of 
the Members; thoſe of the Bones, Rottenneſs: 
Thoſe of the Fleſh moreover, beſides a great 
deal of time ſpent in vain, occaſion much Pain, 
Vexation, and Charges. 

I have ſeen Wounds of all theſe ſorts 3 ſome 
of them I have had dreſs'd with Tents, where 


powerful Digeftives were us'd to procure 


great Suppurations. I have met with others, 
that wert followed by all ſuch Accidents. But 
this I have ever obſerv'd, that theſe which were 
handled according to my Method, were pre- 
ſerv'd from all theſe troubleſome Symptoms. 
Tis known to every one, that in Wounds 
made by cutting Inftruments, Union is imme- 
diatly to be endeavour'd. In order to this de- 


| fign therefore we ought not to fill ſuch Wounds 


with Lint, as we have formerly ſaid, ſeeing this 
dirsctly thwarts it. It is alſo very hurtful to 
x 3 
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uſe Digeſtives, becauſe diſordering the Con- 


texture of its parts, they corrupt the Blood. 
The fall of the Efcar in Gunſhot Wounds 


cannot be prevented, whatever Diligence be 
us'd ; wherefore Suppuratives are here of no 


Uſe, ſeeing Nature can do that Work without 
their Aſſiſtance, which only weaken and deſtroy 
the temperament of the Parts to which they are 
apply'd. Large Suppurations therefore are not 
neceffary in the curing of Wounds. 

For in fine, 1 can't diſcover any Reaſon, 
why it ſhould be Judg'd requiſite that a Wound 
ſhonld ſuppurat a long time, in order to be 
brought to a compleat Cure. And ſurely be- 


fore we abandon our ſelves to ſuch a dangerous 


Practice, it is neceſſary firſt to underſtand what 
Pus or Matter is, whence it comes, and what 
is the neceſſity of it. 

e may obferve then, that Ma'ter is nothing 
elſe but the Blood of ulcerated Parts, diſcharg'd 
into the Wound from the Orifices of Arteries 
that are cut or torn ; and this is mix'd with the 
Nutricious Juice, brought to the Parts for their 
Suſtenance; whereby they are rendred lame as 
it were and uſeleſs. If by the Compreſſion ot 
Tents or Dilaters, the Blood be ſqueez'd out of 
the Veſſels, it may fill the Capacity of the 
Wound, whereas otherwiſe it would have held 
on its ordinary Courſe. We are not then to 
be ſurpriz d if the Blood and the Nutricious Juice, 
are ſuddenly turn'd into Matter, ſceing they 

are 
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: are ont of their natural Place. For even as a 
ſmall Rivulet may make a great Lake, if its 

. Waters are kept in with a Dam: ju# ſo Se 
R little Pipes that are laid open in a W 21d, tho”- 
R but ſmall, in compariſon with the {arz-n-5 of 
t its Cavity, being preſs'd, as has ben aid, by 
y a Tent, which divides 'em more, 4 hinders 
5 their Reunion, continually pour forth ſuch Li- 


t quors as they contain; and the Tent ſerving for 
a Bank, a Lake is form'd in the Cavity of the 
1, Wound. We ought not therefore to wonder, 
Wn if Plentiful Suppurations continue, ſo long as 
5 this Method is followed; and it is an undoubted 
* Error to account ſuch Evacuations profitable. 
us Etmullerus in his Medicinal Surgery is of Opi- 
at nion, that a Wound would cloſe up ofit ſelf, if 
lat it was not hindered: he ſays, we ought to en- 
g4eavour to prevent the marring, and putrify- 
ng ing of the Natural Balſam of the wounded Part, 
a and to uſe Balſamicks, according to the Princi- 
ies ples of Hel mont, to hinder it from degenerating 
the into a hurtful Acid, and to preſerve it from cor- 
leir rupting. | ; 
as In fine, he finds Fault with the Surgeons for 
1 of uſing firſt Suppuratives, then Digeſtixes, and after 
t of Mundificatives „ Sarcoticks, and Glutinatives, as 
the they term them: That Way, adds he, is too te- 
held dious, delays the Cure, cauſes lnfiammation of the 
1 to Part; alters the Nutricious Juice, and often turns 
uice, the Wound into a ſordid Ulcer. 


It 
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It is apparent by this Authority, that One Re- 


me dy sLilfully mauag d, is ſufficient to anſwer all 
the Intentions propoſed in the Cure of Wounds; 
that great Suppurations are hurtful; and that 
it is for the great Advantage of the wound- 
ed, to reject the bully Rubbiſh cf imprefitable 
Druggs. . 

As for ſuch Diviſions in the Body, where ma- 
ny ſmall Veſſeſs are quite cut aſunder, if the 
Lips of the Wound are brought together, they 
will unite of themſelves; and this according to 
the Opinion of many Authors, vouched alſo by 
Experience, providing nothing Extraneons LO 
between. 

Now touching Gun-ſhot Nounds, that are fo 
common in the Hoſpitals of the Army, I am 
bold to affirm, that my Practice has given me 
more Inſight into their Nature, than all the 
Authors that ever wrote on the Subject. But 


not to enter upon 1 Debate concerning Bullets, 


it ist evident that the Effect they produce in the 
Body, do ſomething reſemble Cauterizing; yet 
tho* ſometimes I uſe this Word, I can ſcarcely 


believe that they really cauterize; but being 
round, ſolid, and compact Bodies, they cauſe 
Contuſion; they tear and bruiſe whatever is in 
their Way, and occaſion a Heavinels in the 


wounded Part. 

It is certain that the Bullet very often ſtops 
the Bleeding of the Wound, whether by the 
Diſorder it cauſes in the Parts through which it 


paſſes 
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alles, or by cauterizing with its touch the Ar- 
teries and Veins: But be it how it will, the 
Courſe of the Blood is ſtopt, and the Paſſage 
between the Arteries and Veins 1s intercepted, 
ſo far as the Wound and Contuſion reach. The 
Heart, according to the Law of Circulation, 
ſqueezes the Blood it has receiv'd into the Aor- 
ta, from whence paſſing into all the other Ar- 
teries, its Courſe is ſtopt at the Wound, where 
it can't as formerly be receiv'd by the Veins, 
and finding no free paſſage, it extends the con- 
taining Veſſels, and forcing its Way, diffuſes 
it ſelf according to its own Quantity, and the 
Space it finds: Hence proceeds the Hard- 
neſs, Swelling, and Inflammation, ſo ordinary 


in Gun-ſbot Wounds. If the Blood be there cor- 


rupted, cr ſpoilt by fome Malignant Acid, the 
Symptoms become yet more troubleſome and 
obſtinate; and after the Fall of the Eſcar, Ab- 
ſceſſes, or large and grievous Suppurations en? 


ſue. 


A ſimple Convulſiun only, for like Reaſons, is 
capable produce the fame Accidents; which 
being nothing, but a diſordering of the Fibers 
and little Pipes, that changes the Regularity 
and Situation of the Pores, the Circulation is 


rendred unealy, and the Part choak'd up. 
From hence comes the Dulneſs, and Abſence 
of the Spirits, which if not ſpecdily recall'd, 
can't but be attended with grievous Conlequen- 
CES, 
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I ſhall ſpeak a word or two of the Cure of a 


Contuſion, in the laft Part of this Book: Here 


I ſhall only ſhew, that Tents are very deſtru- 


ctive to Gunſhot Wounds, in regard they hin- 


der the Fall of the Eſcar, and coming away of 
Whatever is bruis'd, which ordinarly is conſum'd 
by Suppuration. A Tent actually hinders the 
paſſing out of that Matter, and retains it in the 
Wound, where it cauſes all theſe Miſchiefs of 
which we have ſpoken. It may allo, after the 
Eſcar is remov'd, renew the Bleeding; bruiting 
by its rubs, and bringing to Suppuration, the 
young Fleſh, bred upon the Orifices of the 
wounded Veſſels, while the Elcar was a ſepa- 
rating. 

The multitude of thoſe that are to be ſeen 
maimed, and with wooden Legs, and Fiſtula's, 
can witneſs to their Sorrow the Pernicious Ef- 
ſects of Tents : yea how many are there, who 
by the Loſs of their Lives, ſhew their fatal Con- 
ſequences ? Cord they have ſpoken from the 
Grave, they wou'd have ſaid more than I can 
on this mournful Subject, and the dsſtructive 
Cuſtom had ſoon been ſuppreſt. Nevertheleſs 
the Pains ſuffer'd by theſe unfortunate Perſons, 
their; Complaints and Cries, have not yet been 
able to caule a Method, eſtabliſh'd and autho- 
riz'd by Antiquity, to be laid atide { neither has 
the ill Succeſs of ſo many Cures in vain attempt- 


ed, been hitherto capable to undeceive thoſe 


who have practis'd Se. 


Huw 
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However, I thought my ſelf oblig'd to com- 
municate to the Publick, what I knew upon this 
Subject; that I might, if poſſible, procure for at- 
flicted Patients, a Gentle, Speedy, and Eafie Me- 
thod, for the Comfort and Incouragement of 
ſuch as ſo generoufly expoſe their Life for the 
Glory of their Prince, and the Good of their 
Country. 

All my Pra#ice is levelFd at theſe Ends, as 
may be ſeen by the Sequel. I abftain from uſing 
Tents and Pilaters, as much as I can, and as the 
Cafe will bear: I occaſion little or no Pain, 
fave at the firft Drefling ; and then I always 
widen the Wound, eſpecially if it is a Gun - hot 
One, and de my beft to draw out the Extrane- 
ous Bodies: Now on this occaſicn I have three 
things further to recommend, which are to dreſs 
Gently, Speedily, and Seldom. 

There is a Way of Dreſſing Wounds made 
with Iron Inftruments, uſual among the Soldi- 
ers, call'd the Secret Dreſſmg, wherein they care- 
fully ſuck the Orifice of the Wound, in order to 
draw out the Blood therein contain'd ; then 
they take Samaritan Balſam, or Oyle and Wine 


mix'd without Boiling, and ſometimes either 


of them alone, which they ſquirt into the 
Wound from their Mouth, and without any o- 
their Dreſſings, cover, and bind it up, mutter- 
ing ſome Words between their Teeth, to make 
the Method appear myſterous, which cauſes 
many People to think it magical. F 
ur 
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But theſe Words are ineffectual, 


and their 
Vertue imaginary, ſerving only to palliate and 
authorize the Ignorance of fuch People, who 
know not what they do; and to deceive the Im- 
agination of the wounded. | Theſe. Cures tho' 
accounted miraculous, haye nothing in them 
ſupernatural, and may be perform'd without in- 


voking the Aſſiſtance of Demons. Tis known to 
every one, that Blood when it is out of the Veſ- 


ſels, coagulates, and corrupts in the Wound, 


if it make any Stay there: and that by Suck- 


ing out the extravaſated Blood, Suppuration Is. 
prevented, and alſo that is remov'd, which. 


might hinder the Reunion. 


| GRAF. IX. 
That it is neceſſary to Dreſs Wounds 
Gently. 


Ent leneſs i is one of theſ⸗ things, that are in- 


AI diſpentibly requir 'd in curing of Wounds. 4 
This Circumſtance is fo neceſſary, that without 


it other things have ſeldom the deſir'd Succeſs; 
yea fo much am I poſtels'd in Favour of this 
Opinion, that when I ſee ſome that are rigo- 
rouſly handled, 


come to be cur'd: and indecd they never are, 
Without 


T often admire how they ever 
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without a great many Accidents, that fall out 


in the Progreſs of the Cure. 

Tis ordinary for a wounded Perſon to be 
ſeized with a Fever, which being ſymptomatick, 
muſt be a conſequence of the Pain. The Inflams 
mation that bpings along with it ſuch a nume- 
10us Train of troubleſom Accidents, is often 


occaſion'd by an Irritation of the ſenſible Parts. 
. Want of Sleep. proceeds ordinarily from nothing 


elſe, but the Pain that is either over all the 
Body, or in one Part only. Now if by Dreſſing 


gently, theſe three Accidents are avoided, we 


may quickly hope to ſee a perfect Cure. 
Tents, Dilaters, and Setons, as hath been al- 
ready ſufficiently obſerv'd, are the principal 


Cauſe of the Pain that the poor Wounded en- 
dure, and the Occaſion of ſo many hurtful Ac- 


cidents; their remaining in Wounds being in- 
fallibly attended with moſt deſttuctive Conſe- 
quences. If then we lay them aſide, we may 
prevent the Pain, and what follows upon it; 
and ſo having the Command of whatever may 
glve us trouble in Dreſſing, we may manage the 
Cure as we pleaſe. 

Firally we ought to endeavour with all Care, 
to remove lo ſoon as poſſible, what might cauſe 
Pain, and by Evacuations and Diverſions wilely 
to withdraw what wou'd foment it: but if it 
bath already aſſaulted, we muſt apply what is 
moſt proper to eaſe, and overcome it: for in 
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a Word, Pain is a very formidable Enemy in the 
Progreſs of any Diſeaſe whatever. 


CHAP. X. 


That it is neceſſary to Dreſs Hound ij pee. 


dily in order to prevent the Acceſs of 
ide Air. 


N this Chapter I endeavour to ſhew, that 
the Dreſſmg of Wounds ought to be per- 
form'd ſpeedily, becauſe Experience hath taught 
me, that the Air 1s a mighty Hindrance of their 
Cure: And this 1s one of the chief Reaſons 
that oblig'd me to follow this Method: For 
tho ſome Pain in Dreiſing is inevitable, yet 
by this means it laſts for ſo ſhort a time, that 
the Wounded ſcarce perceive it. The Air has 
not time enough to exert its Influence upon 
the Fleſh deftitute of its Coverings; and the 
nitrous Parts, with which it is thought to a- 
bound, can't paſs to the Bottom of the Wound: 
for I am of Opinion, it is the nitrous, clammy, 
and as ſome think, arſenical Qualities or Par- 
ticles of the Air, that deftroy the dne Tempe- 
rament of the Parts, when depriv'd of their 
natural Cover, and that conſumes, or at leaſt 
alters the Natural Balſam or Nutricious Juice, 
which is as the Cement that unites the divided 
Parts. All 
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All the Ancients and the Moderns allo are in 
this agreed, that the Air is an Enemy to 
Wounds: And Experience atteſts, that even 
the moſt pure and ſubtil, is ever attended with - 
a certain ſharp and clammy Acidity, that ſticks 
to Iron and Steel and makes them ruſt. 

"Tis the ſame Air that alſo occaſions ſo ma- 
ny Diſorders; that alters and corrupts the 
Bones, hurts the Nerves, and deftroys the Ten- 
dons, corrodes the Fleſp, and utterly marrs the 
Temper of the Parts ; waſting the Spzrits that 
preſerve the Radical Moiſture, which with a lit- 
tle Help, and often times almoſt without any, 
unites broken Bones by a Calla, fills up Wounds 
with Fleſh, cleanſes Ulcers, and brings them to 
a Scar. 

Hippocrates , SeR. 5. Aphor. 20. ſays, chat 
the Cold is offenſive to ulcerated Parts; that 
it hardens the Skin, cauſes Pain and Hardneſs, 
occaſions Lividity, Sbiverings, Fevers and Con- 
vulſi ons. 

By the Cold here is to be unde the Air, 


by means of which Diſorders are excited in us; 


it is corroſive, and therefore exaſperates the 
ſenſible Parts; it hardens the Skin, thereby 
hindering the Tranſpiration of the Vapours , 


| Which being retain'd cauſe Pain, Hardneſs, and 


Fluxion, and theſe produce Shiverings and Fe- 
vers; and oftentimes are followed by Lividity , 
Convulſion, and a Gangreen. 
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The Acceſs of the Cold Air is indeed one of 
the Cauſes of the Pain, which is ſo common in 
Wounds remaining too long uncovered, becaule 
it coagulates the Humours , and cauſes the 
Blood in the ſmall Veſſels to become more 


ſharp, and fo to ferment and corrupt. 


A little Experience is ſuthcient to make one 
agree to thele Reaſons: We ought to ſecond 
the Deſigns of Nature, that are ever aim'd at 
the preſervation of what is moft precious, ſuch 
as the Spirits: Now we may be aſſured, that 
when a Wound is left uncover'd, or often o- 
pened, there is occaſioned a conſiderable Loſs 
of theſe ſame Spirits, whereby the Part is fo 


weakened, that being unable to make the right 
Ule of the Nouriſhment {ent tor its Mainte- 


nance, 1t is all chang'd unto Matter and Ex- 
crements. 


That Cold is hurtful to Wounds, no Body 


doubts: All are likewiſe agreed, that the Air 


is at all times colder than the inward Farts of 


our Body. Now if the Touching of the Air 
only rots the Bones ; if it act with ſuch Force 
and Violence on Bodies ſo ſolid as they are; 


it wil! undoubtedly be yet more deſtructive to 


the Nerves and nervous Parts, that are ſo ten- 
der; as allo to the Tendons, to the Fleſh, and 


to all Parts in general, to which it has Ac- 
ceſs. 


The Air moreover produces many other Ac- | 


cidents in Wound : * for as has been ſaid, the 
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Spirits are diſſipated by the long and frequent 
Attacks of the Air, whereby "Its acid Parts 
being at liberty, and not intangled, eaſily ſtick 
to the Fleſh, and other uncovered Parts, whick 
they corrode and tear with their Points; hence 
Proceed pricking Pains, whoſe Cauſe aſter ma- 
ny are at a loſs to conjecture. 

That ſame Acidity of the Air, coagulates the 
Blood in the Mouths of the Arteries, that open 
unto the Wound; hinders its Courſe, and makes 
It to ſwell up the Veſſels, and very often alſo 
to diſcharge it ſelf on the Part: Hence are Tu- 


| mors, Fluxions, Hardneſs, and if it Ferment, 
large Abſceſſes: For Fermentation here is on- 


ly the changing of Blood unto Matter; now the 
Blood having "neither the ſame Situation nor 
Motion as formerly, and its parts being diſ- 
joyn'd, eafily corrupts and Ferments in a little 


time: unleſs we believe that the Air can't con- 


geal the Blood in the Veſſels, which yet is be- 
wad Controverſie. 


That the Air is very piercing, appears from 


| Chilblains, and Ribes in the Heels, where it has 


the Force to congeal the Blood in the Veins, 


and capillary Arteries of the Part afflicted. If 


then it has ſuch Influence on Parts cloathed 
with the common Teguments; what will it 
have on ſuch as want em? In fine, if it is able 
to coagulate the Blood in the Veſſels where it 


may freeiy circulate; much more may be fear'd 


trom its Acidity in Wounds, where the Conrle 
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30 
of the Blood being in a manner interrupted, the 
wounded Part receives but little Aid from 
the natural Heat, and the Spirits; and the 
Blood it ſelf, that precious Balſam of Nature, 
being unmoy d, and not receiving freſh and vi- 
gorous Supplies from the Heart, is corrupted, 


as was ſaid formerly, and turn'd unto Mat- 
ter: and indeed if we preſs the Places about the 
Wound, we ſhall perceive a certain clammy 
Matter to come out as from ſo many little pipes, 
which often alſo 1s corrupt and ftinking. 

Now if Nature, which is every way admirable 
and always induftrious in preſerving, don't in 
fuch a Caſe exert her utmoſt Efficacy, the Part 
muſft be mortified, in ſpight of all the Efforts of 
the inconftiderat Surgeon: aud then if itisa 
Member that may be cut off the next thing is to 
-deliberate whether this ought, or may be done 
without danger. Sometimes tis doubted u he- 
ther the wounded Perſon can bear up under 
the Rigour of ſo painful an Operation, conti- 
dering his ill Temperament and Diſpoſition of 
Body, which only are accus'd, as the Cauſe 
of all theſe Accidents; for the Wound of it 
ſelf was inconſiderable, and might have been 
ſoon cur'd, in a Perſon of a ſtronger and better 
Conſtitution: or otherwiſe the blame is laid 
upon ſome venereal Venom; Vice of the Parent, 
Diſorder, &c. In fine, the Patient and his 
Temperament , are always found guilty , and 
fall as Victims to Ignorance. 
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I have been in many Places my ſelf, where 
ſuch things have happen'd, and where neither 
the Perſons wounded, nor the Surgeons under- 


| ſtood the true Cauſe of the ſupervening Acci- 


gents, It is however very requiſite in this to 
employ all our Care; chettly in Hoſpitals of 
the Army, Where bldomre to be found, all 


| theſe Conventencies that were to be wiſh'd;for 


correcting the Cold and the ill Quality of the 
Air, which frequently is infected, and corrupt- 
ed. Tis in ſuch Places where we ought to 
hinder it with all our Power to paſs unto the 


inward Parts of our Body, or to get acceſs to 


thoſe that are deſtitute of their Coverings, leſt 


at the ſame time it impart to them its deſtru- 


dive Impreſſions. 
It may poſſibly be objected to me, that if 


that acid and nitrous Quality of the Air, can 


produce ſnch Diſorders in Wounds; we ought 
much more to be incommoded, by the frequent 
and neceſſarv Uſe thereof in Reſpiration. But 
tis anwer'd, that thie Wiut-pipe and Lungs pu- 
rify the Air, which is in a manner filtrated and 
prepar'd by them, and ſo becomes Friendly to 
Nature, that only uſes the pureſt Parts, dri- 


ing out by Expiration, together with the hot 
Vapours ot Exhalations of the Breaſt, that 


which is aletels and hurtiul. But it is not ſo 
in Wounds, that have no Spring. Tis only. 
the Lungs that are fitted, and appointed for 
receiving the Air; they alone perform the Of- 
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it according to the neceſſity of our Machige. 
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fce-of Bellows to prepare, purify.,-or to ee | 


Beſides it may be ſaid, that when the Air en. 
ters unto places that are covered, and furniſh- : 
ed with Membranes, its Acid Parts flide upon 1 
them, and take no hold; but if there chance to , 
be Ulcers in the Lungs, the Air will then cauſe . 

_ conſiderable Diſorders ; and the Cough which! 1 
afflicts ſuch kind of Patients, proceeds undoubt- [ 8 


edly from nothing elſe, but the 1rritation o- 
caſion'd by the Azr, in parts depriv'd of their E 
Covering. | 


: : ; It 

Moreover it muſt not be denied, that the? 5 
Air abounds with very ſubtil and piercing Parts, 

8 . a Vg tl 

becauſe it will pa through the Starfe-Sl in, 90 


the Skin, and other Teguments. There are 0 
many Examples which ſhew, that Perſons have 
ſubſiſted by means of the Air paſſing through the 
Pores of the Skin , when Reſpiration was alto + 
ther Suppreft , whether by Suffocation, or o. ,, 
ther ſuch like Accidents. Some have allo been de 
taken down from the Gallows, who were! 
thought to have been a pretty. while Dead, and 
yet with a little help have recovered : whence p. 
it 1s eaſy to inter, that Nature had found the 
means, to furniſh the Heart and Lungs with ;. 
a ſufficient quantity of Air, to-refreſh them du * 


ring that Interval, by the Pores; ſeeing i B. 
could not pals by the way of the Wind-pipe co 
A like Conſequence may be drawn from tho 1;. 


that ly in a Lethargy. 


We 


Kell 


2 
=. 


r en 
"ri1{h- 
upon 
ce to 
'caule 
which 
loubt- 
1 O 
their 


1t the 
Parts, 
e-Skin, 
re are 
is have 
Sh the 
is alto 
or o- 
{9 been 
» were 
ad, and 
whence 
und the 
1gs with 
hem du- 
eeing i 
nd-P1P6 


m thok 


We 


The Hoſpital -Surgeon. 5 3 

We may therefore reaſonably infer, that if 
the Air. is ſo ſubtil as to pierce, and paſs 
through Membranes {© cloſe and compact; ir 
ought much more to penetrate conſiderably be- 


| yond the Extent and Cavity of a Wound, 


where there is nothing to purify or ſubtiliſe 


it; as there is, when paſſing thro' the Pores of 
the Skin, it ſupplies the Place of Reſpira- 
tion : for ſince here the Skarf-Skin keeps 
back the more grofs, earthy, and clammy 
Parts of the Air; we have Reaſon to think that 
it ought not to produce any ill Effects, in the 
Places to which it comes. 


h It were to be wiſh'& 
that Wounds were cover'd with ſomething at 
the times of Dreſſing, which might perform the 


Office of the Skarf-Skin, and exclude the Acid 


and viſcous Particles of the Air, together with 
other noxious Eſftuvia with which it is filFd. 


For if theſe Exhalations floating in the Air are 
the Original of ſo many Diſeaſes, as ſome mo- 
dern Philoſophers affirm; why mayn't they oc- 


cation very dangerous Symptoms, when they 


| take hold of, and cleave to live and ſenſible 


Parts? Now ſeeing thele Forreien Particles are 


capable of alterations no leſs than the Air it 


ſelf, we may be aſſured that the ill Qualities 
which this has contracted in Hoſpitals by the 
Breath and Franipiration of tlie Sick, are alſo: 


| communicated to thoſe 3 ſeeing fuch Atoms 


have a Subſtance, and a certain Form. 
Theſe Carbuncles that are ſo frequent in 
Dy '\ Hoſpitals 
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Holpitals of the Army, are a ſufficient Proof 
of what I fay. They are occaſion'd, as ſome 
think, by the arfenical Particles in the Air, 
which being taken in by Reſpiration, are 
thrown out by the ſtrength of the natural Heat 
upon ſome Emuntory. Now ſeeing this falls out 
much oftener in Hoſpitals than elſewhere 3 we 
may infer, that the Air alſo is here much more 
repleniſh'd with theſe ſubtil and impure Parti- 
cles; by reaſon of which the Wounds here treat- 
ed, without very great Care, become ſome- 


times cancerous, always putrid, and often Fiſtu- 


lous and incurable, 

I have learn'd by my long frequenting of 
Hoſpitals, that theſe Places where the Sick 
have remain'd for ſome Time, retain, long af- 


ter they are gone, the ill Smell communicated 


by them. This I believe is owing to the im- 
pure Particles that ſtick to the Walls ;-W hence 
theſe who detign afterward te live in the Place, 
are obligd to Plaiſter and whiten the Walls, 


that they may not be hurt by the pernicious 


Effluviz proceeding, from them. 
Cloathes, and other Goods, brought from 


Places where the Plague is, muſt be cleans'd 


aud purity'd from the Peſtilential Particles that 
cleave to em; without which Precaution they 
might exctte a general Peſtilence in the Places 
to which they are brought. *Tis this which 
inclines me to think, that the nitrous and vil- 
cous Quality of the Air, reſides in thoſe Par- 

ticles 
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in vain when not put in Practiſe. 
less this is a thing ſo abſolutely. neceſſary, in the 
Cure of any Wound whatſoever; that without 
it, nothing that a Surgeon's Art can perform, 
is to any purpoſe, but all is hurtful and deftru- 
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ticles or Atomes ; which if they are capable to 
tick to a Body ſo ſmooth and poliſh'd as a Wall, 


| ant! that for a long time, without loſing either 


their bad Smell, or Hl Qualities z much more 


| will they do ſo to a Wound uncovered, which is 


always moiſt, and where they may get calier- 
hold, and act more readily, becauſe of the Ten- 


derneſs and weaknels of the Parts. 


The. dead Fleſh of any Creature, if it is of- 


ten bandled and expoſed to the Aix, ſuddenly | 


purrifies : :: and-a_Fatus, a Member, &c. if it be 
kept in a cloſe Veſſel cover'd with Spirit of 
Wine, may be preſerv d for ever; whereas on 


the contrary, a little Air will diſſalve it, and te- 
| duce it to nothing. 


That. the Ain! is: a mighty Enemy to Wounds, | 


| is a Truth ond by the modern Practiſers of 


Surgery, no leſs than by the Ancients. but 
there are few. take ſufficient Care, to, hinder its 
Acceſs to the Wounded Parts. Knowledge is 
Neverthe- 


fire. 

From what has been aid, Conſequences may 
be deduc'd very uſeful in Practice. All the 
Regard I have for Antiquity, was not prevalent. 


enough to keep me from the declaiming againſt 
an Abuſe, tho' eftabliſh'd- by Cuſtom 3 ſeeing 


D 4 Truth 
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Truth depends on the Things themſelves, and 
not on the Opinzon the Ancients had of them, 


I know mary have already expreſs'd themlelves | 


on this Subject, much after the ſame manner as 
I have done. Celſus, who ought not to be 
reckon'd among the Moderns, has written ſome- 


thing that looks this Way. In his Book Of 


Wounds of the Skull, Chap. 4. he ſays, that Fleſh 
breeds eaſily enough in any part of the Head, 
except a little above the Space between the 
Eye-brows, where often there remains an in- 


curable Ulcer, becauſe in that place there is 


a Cavity of the Bone full of Air, bordering up- 
on the Os Cribroſum; which Air hinders the fil- 
ling up of the Ulcer. 

By all this then it evidently appears, that 
the Air is a powerful Impediment to the Cure 
of Wounds ; and that the ſpeedy Method of 
Dreſſing ought to be preferr'd to that which 
is yet in uſe in many places. And to conclude, 
it is certain that the Pain caus'd by the uſe of 
a Tent, its remaining in the Wound, the length 
of the Time taken up in Dreſſing, and the 
trequency thereof, of which laſt I ſhall ſpeak 
in the following Chapter, are the genuin Sour- 
ces of all the Accidents that follow on Wounds. 
Wherefore we muſt dreſs ſpeedily, and accord- 
ing to our Method, if we would prevent many 
dangerous Inconveniencies. 
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| as this Author thinks, 
much leſs call for it. Neverthelels it is the 
| Cuſtom in almpft all Hoſpitals, to dreſs regular- 
ly twice a day; and I believe there is ſcarce one 


| once in two, three, or four Days. 
found this Method hurtful, I would not have 
deen ſo wicked as to continue to uſe it; much 


les. to defire that others alſo might do the. 
ſame. | 
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CHAP RW 
That Wounds ought to be dreft ſeldom. 


(542 in his Fourth Book of the Compoſition- 
of Medicines, Chap. 4. orders to dreſs vi- 
cers but once in three Days. This Method 


| he acknowledges to have come from Aſclepia- 
des; and I can't but wonder that ſuch a Pra- 
dice has found ſo few Followers, being ſo ne- 


ceſſary and advantagious for the Patient. 
If Ulcers require not to be dreſs'd every Day, 
freſh Wounds do yet 


to be found, that does otherwiſe, excepting. 


that of Brianſon, where they dreſs the wound- 


ed, ſome only once a Day, and others but 
If I had 


Pareus, Book 13 Chap.11. treating of Ulcers, 


ſeems to be much inclin'd to the Opinion of Ga- 
en, when he diſapproves often Dreſſing: and 
het in his Eleventh Book, Chap. 5. ſpeaking 
of Gun-ſhot Wounds; he orders to dreſs them 


uice a Day, and often once in every eight. 


"3, 


Hours. 
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It is ſurprizing, that ſo famous an Author as 
Pareus, who believed the Air extreamly preju- 
dicial to Wounds, adducing alſo many paſſages 
from the Ancients to ſupport that Opinion, 
{ſhould have left behind him Rules altogether re- 
puguant to it. But 'tis probable he. was ſo bu- 
fied in compiling fo great a Work, that he had 
not time enough to make the neceſſary RefleQi- 
ons upon this Subject, which requires a very dili- 
gent Application: and this may be the Reaſon 
why in many Places he contradicts himſelf. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Pag. 1. Baok 2. 
Chap. 7. diſcourſing of the way to preſerve the 
Subſtance of the Parts in ſimple Wonnds, affirms 
gain and again, that if is enough to take off the 
Dreſſings once in three or four Days; which he 
confirms by the Authority of Galen, where he 
treats of the Cure of putrid Ulcers. 

Tis certain, that the ſeldomer a Wound 1s 
arels'd, the leſs it matters; providing it be not 

ſtuff d with Lint or ſome ſuch thing: the Re- 
med) alſo has the more time to communicate its 
Vertue to the Part, which ſeems in ſome fort to 
be nouriſhed thereby: And the Nutricious 
Juice, has more liberty and time to reſtore the 
loft Subſtance, and reunite the divided Parts. 


On the other hand, if it is often dreſt, the 


Strength of the Remedy being deſtroy'd, and 
its Vertue diminiſh'd; it becomes ſo weak, that 
it has no Effect, and its Moiſture running away, 
like the Sap of a Tree when tis plerc'd, ls 
mixed with, and turn'd into Matter. 
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W hat Nature does in uniting broken Bones, 


may inſtruct us what we ought to do in curing. 
of Wounds ; we ſee that a Callus is bred with- 


| out the Aſſiſtance of any ching, by the wiſe 


Contrivance of Nature only, if ſo be that ſhe is 


not by frequent Dreſſing, or indiſcreet mgtions 


of the Part, diverted from her Work. 
When the little Fibrous Threads begin to be 


| ftorm'd in a VW ound,. in order to unite the parts 
| that are divided ; and the Nutricious Juice is 
communicated to the Part, te reſtore it to its 
natural State; if then the Part is often diſturbd 
| with frequent dreſſing, if the Wound is ſearch'd 


with the Fingers, or with a Probe, ora dry Tent, 


| KC, What Nature has done, will be bruis d and ſe- 
parated; and her Work deſtroy d as ſoon as be- 


gun: fo that if this Method is. continu'd, the 
vutriciou Juice becomes thick, and hard, and 


| cleaves to the Sides of the Wound; where it 
forms a Callofity, and often a Fiſtula. 


Generation then, which is the cipal 


Work of Nature, cannot be — wich- 


out Reſt; ſo true it is that Repoſe is neceſſary 
to her in all her Operations. Hence it is that I 


tluenc'd, who by frequent and painful dreſſing, 


| without any neceffity, exaſperate the Wounds 3 . 


and I proteſt I could never my ſelf indure — ; 
cruel a Method, Sometimes they ſearch them 


with their Fingers, ſometimes with an Inſtru- 
ment; and not contented with this, if they fan- 
cy they have found any thing, defire their 

Friends 


60 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 


Friends preſent, and their Boys to do the ſame : 
and in this miſerable Condition is the wretched 
Patient detain'd ſometimes an hour; and that 
moſt frequently twice a Day. I dare not ad- 
venture to name the Places in France, Italy, 
and Germany, where I have ſeen the wounded 
us d on this faſhion 3 and that by ſuch as held 
very conſiderable Poſts, where a good Me-. 
thod was extreamly neceſſary. 

Finally, after much time has been ſpent in 
raking into the Wound, they think they are 
bound in Credit, for the ſatisfaction of theW oun- 
ded, and the By-ſtanders, to draw out ſome- 
thing, and ſhew it publickly, left they ſeem to 
have labour'd in vain. Now if it ſhould chance 
that at length any little piece of a corrupted 
Membrane is found ; (which would not be ſtrange 
in a Wound dreft in this manner, where Cor- 
ruption often cauſes great Diſorder :) it is 
drawn out with abundance of Ceremony; and the 
Operater fails not to declare, with great con- 
fidence, that this is it which occaſion'd the Reft- 
leſsneſs and Pain of the preceding Night. And 
now, you muft think, the wounded Perſon 1s 
half cured. 

Heavens! What Abuſe ? Is it poſſible that 
any Man can be fo much impos'd upon ? [ 
would gladly underſtand what it is that did ſe- 
parate this ſhred of a Membrane, or theſe Ft 
bers, &c.? It will be anſwered without doubt 
that it is Nature; which endeavouring a Reunion, 
rejects that which oppoſes it. I demand again 
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how 1t was brought to this Place? By the ſame 


Nature, will one ſay. And why then will not 
ſhe go on to drive that extraneous thing quite 
out of the Body, ſeeing ſne has done ſo much? 
She is able to drive out Bullets tho faſtened in 
a Bone, as I ſhall ſhew in the ſecond Part; to- 
expell Splinters; yea, to bring them to the Ori- 
fice of the Wound; and that a conſiderable time 
after it has been clos d up: why ſhould we then 
apprehend that ſhe will leave ſuch things with- 
in, om which ſhe may ſo eaſily free her ſelf; 
either by the Orifice of the Wound, or by ſome 
other more convenient way? For it is certain 


that Nature left to her liberty takes ever the ea- 


ſieſt way. Beſides, all the Parts of the Body 
have an Elaſticity, or Spring, whereby any 
Forreign Thing is naturally driven from the 
Center to the Circumference. | . 

Antony Benevent a Phyſician of Florence relates, 
that a certain Woman ſwallowed a very large 
Needle, which two Vears after came away by 
her Navel ; And Tarentus a Phyſician alſo, re- 
ports; that a Maid, who hadiwallow'd a Needle 
nigh about four Inches in Length, voided it 
ten Months after by the Urinary Paſſage. 

From hence it appears, that the Induſtry 
and Sagacity of Nature, ſurpaſſes that of all the 
Eſculapian Family: She knows what ſhe does 
and wants not to be inſtructed in the ways ſhe 
ought to take, in order to drive out of the Bo- 
dy whatever oppreſſes, or is forreign and noxi- 
ous unto hers The Surgeon ought only to em- 


ploy 


— 
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ploy his utmoſt care, to underſtand and follow 
her: he muſt ſtudy her Deſigns, and take all 
heed not fo divert her from her Enterpriſes ; 
ſeeing ſhe does nothing in vain. 

After what I have aid concerning Nature; 1 
would' not have any to think, that I am one of 
thoſe who regard her as a Divinity, and a- 
ſcribe unto her a Reaſon, whereby ſhe dipoſes 
all her wonderful Works. Reaſon I look upon, 
as à peculiar Priviledge of the Human Soul, 
Neither am I of the Opinion of Emped6yes,. 
that whatever ſhe does is myfterious; Tis 
him that Ariſtotle, in his third Beok of Meta- 
phyſicks, ridicules for giving no other Reaſon for 
many things that were ask'd him, but this; 
that it was Nature's Pleaſure. All will ſay is, 
that if her Operations are marvellous, they 
are owing te her powerful Author, who has en- 
truſted her withwhatever we have that is moſt. 
Precious. 

But to return tomy Sub; jectʒ it is fit I ſhould 
advertiſe my Reader, that 1 would not have any 
to follow my Method of ſeldom dreſſing, unleſs firſt 
he hath intirely lay'd aſide the Uſe of Tents, and 
Dilaters ; which by retaining the Matter, would 
caule a Fermentation, whereby theſe ſame 
Tents and Doſſels wou'd alſo be corrupted : 
This is what fell ont not long ago in a Cure to 
which I was call'd: The Dilaters that had 
been us'd were carry'd along with the Matter 
that was diſcharg'd beewgen the Muſcles ; and 
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there putrifying, the Corruption was 2 
communicated to the neighbouring Parts: 
Whence it appears that this Method, hath in 


it Singularities and inſparable Circumſtances, 
that muſt not be omitted. 


M. Verdue in his Pathology, Tom. 1. fol. 439. 
adviſes not to do as ſome Surgeons, who e' ry mi- 


nite are opening the Wounds of thoſe who are 


under their Care: For, fays he, by too often 
taking off the Dreſhngs, we hinder their rèuni- 
ting; and give occaſion to the Air to inſinuate 
it ſelf into the Wound, and to coagulate the 
nutricious Juice : this indeed is a moft juſt and 
reaſonable Thought. I remember when I 
was at Rome in the year 1678, I chance d to ſee 
a little Book written in Italian by the chief Sur- 
geon of the Hoſpital of the H.Ghoft , whoſe 
name I have forgotten: He therein diſcoursd 
of Wounds of the Head only; and prov'd by ve- 


ry good Reaſons, that they ought to be dreft 


only once in three or four Days, and ſometimes 


not ſo often: Moreover in dreſſing he did not 


altogether lay open the Wound, but kept al- 
ways upon it ſome thin Cover, as is done at this 
day in many Places in drefſing of Burnings, 

In Fine, he took ſuch great care to hinder 
the Air from paſſing into, and offending the 
Wounds which he dreſs'd; that we may be af- 
ſur'd he Judg'd it a grand Impediment to their 
Cure: Which was alſo his Opinion of frequent 
Dreſſing. In the ſame Book he adduc d many 

Exam- 
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Examples;-among which,were ſeveral Acconnts 
of very conſiderable Cures, accompliſh'd by this 
Method. 

It were much to be aefir d that every One, 
without regarding the publick Cenſure they 
might incur, had the ſame Charity to reveal 
the Knowledge they have attain'd by their Care 
and Experience. For it is very probable that 
by the Univerſality of Mankindalmoft an Univer- 
Julity of Knowledge is poſſeſt : One has a Geni- 
us for one tbing; and tother has a Genins 
for another, and each their different Endow- 
ments: and in Civil Life, and particularly in 
an Art ſo neceſſary for the Preſervation of Man- 
kind, every one ought to communicate without 
Reſervation. | 

After all, there is no Rule vithbut ſome Ex- 
ception ; and I freely own that their are certain 
Caſes, wherein Tents ought ſometimes to be 
us'd: as in ſome Wounds of the Breaft, and in 
an Empyema; when we would hinder the total 
Evacuation of the Blood or Matter, to preſerve 
the Strength of the Patient: and finally, on 
ſome other Occaſions, where they 5 be 
Judg'd abſolutely neceſſary. 

There are other Wounds, to which Dilaters 
are neceſſarily required; as when the Bones be- 
ing rotten or alter'd , we wait for their Exfo- 
ation; or when they muſt be kept open in or- 


der to ſome turther Operation to be perform d. 
upon them. 
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Bones, in complicated Fractures; 
extraneous Bodies are to be draun out: 
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There are alſo other Wounds, to which of 
neceſſity we muſt occaſion ſome Pain; whither 
by drawing forth extraneous Bodies, or by ſet- 
ting broken Bones, or by dilating their Ori- 
e,, 8 

Others there ares chat will take up ſome time 
in dreſſing; as in theſe of the Head, where we 


often ſuſpect there may be a fratture of the 


Scull ; Alſo when the Scull is broken; when 
ſome Operation is to be perform'd upon the 
ES 


ſuch Caſes we cannot dreſs fo quickly as were ts 
be wiſh'd. ; 

To conclude, there are ſome that muſt be 
often look d to, when notwithſtanding our Care, 
the Suppuration is great: as in Abſceſſes that 
are cavernous and deep, in very hot Seaſons, 
and in Patients of an ill Diſpoſition of Bo- 
dy, who abound in excrementitious Moiſture; 
or when Phlegmons, Eryſipela's, Lividity, and 
Gangrenes, or any other nnexpected Accident, 
follow upon a Wound : For it is the part of a 
prudent and Skilful Surgeon to accommodate 
himſelf to emergent Occaſions, and to correct the 
Symptoms as they fall out. 


CHAT: 
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CHAP XIE. 


A Diſcourſe upon Diſcovered Bones; 
ith the way to prevent Extoliation 


T is almoſt an Univerſal Cuſtom, (at leaſt 
I have feen it put in practice wherever | 
have been) ſo ſoen as a Bone is uncovered, to 
widen the Wound by Tents and Dilaters, and 
wait for its Exfoapion, This is fo. ſuperſtiti- 
_ oully obſerv'd in many of the King's Hoſpitals, 
that it would be Judg'd. a. very haingus Offence, 
to do otherwiſe; yea, or to neglect what hach 
been deliver d by the Ancients: As if we were 
eternally oblig d, blindly. to follow. their Dic- 
tates. . 
Experience has taught me on many Occaſions, 
that nothing more is required, to prevent the 
Spoiling of a Bone, when only uncover'd, but 
to defend it from the Acceſs of the Air: For this 
Intent we ought to endeavour to cloſe up the 
Wound with all poſſible ſpeed, by means of pro- 
per Bandage, ard ballamick Remedies ; with- 
out dilating it by Tents and Doſſels. Thus the 
Bone will toon be covered; and the Exfoliation 
thereof is avoided, which would infallibly fol- 
low, if time had been given to the Air, to exert. 
its pernicious Efficacy upon it. 
Many 
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Many Authors have injoyn'd Stiching in fuck 
a Caſe. Hippocrates, /and ſeveral others after 
him, have approv'd thereof in Wounds of the 
Head; which notwithſtanding may be united 
without it, unleſs they are large and tranverſe, 
and of the lower Parts; where ſtiching often- 
times becomes neceſſary; by reaſon of the are 


of the Scull. 


If any aa Portion of the De 


bared, with loſs of the covering Subſtance, the 


Wound being large, will take up a long time he- 
fore it is closd up: in this Caſe all our Cares 
will not be able to hinder the Alteration, and 
rotting of the Bone; either by the Air admitted 
in the numerous Dreſſings; or by the Matten 
running along, or ſtaying upon the Bone Te 
prevont therefore this Inconvenience; we 
muſt in the- firſt Dreſſing pierce the Bone, an 


ramid or Pike of the Trepan ; By this means 


| a way is opened to a Marromy Juice; which 


thickning upon 1t,covers over the Bone in a lit- 
tle time, without ſuffering it to loſe any of its 

Subſtance. | 
It is well known to Surgeons 3 3 that any con- 
ſiderable Portion of the Scull, laid bare by a 
Wound, can never again be covered with Fleſh, 
without the Aſſiſtance of Art; becauſe of the 
Smoothneſs and Glibneſs of its Surface: Upon 
this Conſideration it was that many of the Anci- 
ents thought fit to raſp it, that it might become 
rough 
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rough and unequal ; and allo to make way for 
the Orifices of the little: Veſſels, with which its: 
inward Subſtance abounds, to ſupply it with. 
Blood, neceflary to breed 'a new! Eieln ers- 
with it may be cover d. [144 

But the Operation. which I have hacks upon 
it on many Occations, and which 1 here pro- 
poſe; appears to me to be more ſpeedy, ſafe 
and profitable, than Raſping; wherein, the In- 
ſtrument paſſing to and fro many times, on the 
whole Surface of the diicover'd Bone; heats it, 
and alters it much more, than the Pin of the 
Trepan 3 which only flightly touches it at cer- 
tain — and yet pierces ſo far, as to ap- 
proach the mĩddie Pith, from which we muſt 
fetch the requir'd Aſſiſtance. Moreaves the 
Raſp leſſens much the thickneſs of the Bone; 
whereby thoſe that have undergone that Ope- 
ration, are ſubject to Pains in the Head: add to 
this, that it alſo leaves after it an unſeemly 
Scar. 

This Operation may be sd, when the firſt, 
yea or both Tables of the Scull are broken; 
providing no inequality be left on the inward 
Surface thereof; that may occaſion. Accidents, 
which will appear in a ſmall time: For if we 
delay to procure a covering to the Bone, the 
moſt ſubti! Part of the Matter may flide into 
the Fracture, and there cauſe ſome Alteration, 
or Inflammation, (for according to Galen and 
Celſus, the Bone is lyable ta this Inconveni- 
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ence) and alſo yet more troubleſome Accidents. 
Now ſeeing the firſt Operation of this Nature 
which I perform'd, was on the Scull ; I ſhall 
begin to Juſtify this Practice, by ſhewing how 
it is nouriſht. 

The Scull, according to the Opinion of ma- 

ny, has its Nonriſhment from three different 
Sources: Firſt, by Veſſels proceeding from 
thoſe of the Dura Mater, and paſſing into the 
Cranium, through its internal Surface, or that 
which is neareſt the Brain: Secondly, from the 
Diploe or middle Pith, a medullary Juice is im- 
parted to both Tables, whereby they are nou- 
riſht and ſuſtain'd: And thirdly, by its external 
Part, it receives Nouriſhment from the Peri- 
cranium, wherewith it is every where cover d | 
aud defended, 
When fheretore . ſome external viola 
the Bone is depriv'd of that Membrane, and 
remains uncover'd; tis certain that the Air by 
its Acid and Nitrous Points, takes hold on its 
outward Surface; and in a little time alters and 
Tots it: and then it muſt needs exfoliate, be- 
cauſe it is bereft both of its Nouriſhment, and 
Defence. 

It becomes berg then to make an A- 
mends, and to draw Nouriſhment from the 
neighbouring Parts inſtead of that which is 
loſt; that at the ſame time by covering it a- 
new, may (helter it from external Injuries. 
Now this we can have from no nearer Place 

| than 
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chan the Diploe; but in order to that we muſt 
give it an eaſie Paſſage, and open to it a Way 
to fulfil at once the Intention of Nature, and 
that of the Surgeon. This is accomphſh'd by 
piercing the Bone, as we have ſaid; whereby 
"the Diploe ſends forth at theſe little Holes the 
moſt ſubtil Part of the marromy Juice; which 
congealing upon the Bone in three, four or 
Hive Days, ſometimes ſooner, ſometimes later, 
intirely covers it. 

Other Bones that have Marrow, are nou- 
riſhed from within, by the Veſſels of the Mem- 
bdbrane which cover that Subſtance; and from. 
without, by the Penoſttum, or Membrane where- 
with they are inveſted : For this Reaſon we 
may perform this Operation, u hen there is oc- 
caſion, on the Bones of the Shoulder, Thigh, 
and Leg; and theſe 'who doubt of this, may 
be convinc'd by a Tryal. 

That which ought to recommend this Me- 
bod, and procure it an caſte Reception; is that 
thereby the Cure is accompliſh'd in twelve or 
"fifteen Days, or ſo; whereas otherwiſe it will 
take up near fixty ; for about forty Days are 
required to the Exfoliation of the Bone, and 
twenty more to fill up and cicatrize the Ulcer. 
Our Way is fo exceedingly advantagious to the 
"Wounded , that it ought not to be rejected; 
nor can it, without offending againtt that Cha- 
Ah, we owe our afflifted Neighbour, ho by 
the Delay in ſuch Caſes, is extremely endan- 

ger d 
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ger'd, eſpecially in an Hoſpital, where the cor- 
rupt and infected Air ruins in time the ſtrong- 
ef Conftitutions. I have often ſeen, and it is 
but too ordinary, that the Wounded Perſons 
being cur'd, and juſt ready to depart from the 
Hoſpital, have been ſuddenly ſeizd by Malig- 
nant Fevers, Looſeneſs, Bloody Flux, &c. occa- 
ſion'd by their tedious ſtay in fuch diſmal Pla- 
ce. and Death often has been the firſt thing 
that deliver'd them from all their Miſeries. 
Therefore we ought to endeavour a ſpeedy 
Cure, and to ſpare no Pains fo prevent that 
tedious Exfoliation. But if the Wounded are 
ſent to us with the Boge alter'd, or if we can't 
aroid this Accident with-all our Care, we muft 
endeavour to help on the Separation with all 
Speed: for as a Gangreen in Fleſhy Parts 
wants the Aſſiſtance of Art to put a ſtop to it; 
fo alſo does Rottenneſs, which is a Gangreen 
of the Bone; wherefofe Exfoliation muft be 
ha ftened by external Remedies, that it may 
go no further; for ſometimes it extends from 
one End of the Boffte to the other. 

It is the Surgeon's Province, to pick out 
ſuch Remedies as are proper for this Intenti- 
on. The Ancients and Moderns have left us 
good ftore of this kind; but above all, we 
muſt avoid the uſe of Acid Spirits, which in- 
creaſe the Rottenneſs, and have the ſame Ef- 
fret on a Bone, as Aqua forts on Iron. The 
actual Cautery is a great Help on theſe Occa- 

| ſtons; 
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fions; as alſo Eupborbium infus'd in Spirit of 
Wige, 7 5 

The Rules I have Propoſed to prevent Ex- 

ation, are inconſiſtent with the Opinion of 
many Italian Surgeons, who maintain, that the 
Bone; ſo far as bath been touch'd by the Air, 
will infallibly exfoliate. I have heretofore had 
great Debates on this Subject with ſome Peo- 
ple, who through a Stiffnels of Opinion, A h- 
out any Ground, would neither yield to Ren- 
ſon, nor Experience; not being able to bear what 


Mas contrary to their own Principles and Pra- 


ctice. 


— 


CHAP. XIII. 
How 10 Dreſs with a New Inſtrument, 
after Trepanning, or Accidents of that 
Nature. ; 


Ounds of the Head accompany'd with 


a Fracture of the Skull, are fuch as 
require an expert Surgeon : I am convince, 
and I ſuppoſe none will deny it, that the 417 
is hurtful to them: in this both Ancients and 
Moderns are agreed. 5 

'Tis certain notwithfranding that a great 
Parr of the Accidents that follow upon them, 
proceeds only from the little Care that 1 55 
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ken, to hinder the Acceſs of the Air into the 
Wounds, whether the Scull be only bared, or 
broken, or alſo trepanned. I have diſconrs'd 
of diſcovered Bones in the foregoing Chapter; 
have only two or three Words more to ſpeak, 


of ſuch Wounds, where the Scull has loft 
ſome of 1ts Subſtance. 


When the Dura Mater is uncovered, I pre- 


pare a Plate of Lead very thin, and very 
ſmooth, pierc'd with Holes in ſeveral Places, 
without any Inequality, cut and fitted to the 
Bignels of the Opening; and to make it more 
cxaQt, I sketch it ont with the Crown of the 
Trepan, that I have us'd, or am to uſe in this 


Operation: or its Meaſure may be taken from 


the Piece of the Scull cut out by the Trepan. 


On each fide of this Plate is left a little Ear, 
ſomewhat longer than the thicknels of theScullz 


theſe little Ears I bend both one way, ſo as 
they may be perpendicular to the Plate; and 
ſo much of them as exceeds the thickneſs of the 
Scull, I bend outwards again, that thereby 
they may reſt upon the Scull, and by which, 
as by two little Handles, I may lift them up 
with Pincers, if need be, at each Dreſſing ; 


theſe two little Handles may be cut ſomething. 
broader, than the two pieces that joyn them 


to the Plate, which muſt be of an equal 
breadth. When I ule it, I dip it in ſome pro- 
per Medicine pretty Warm, and apply upon 
ta very loft Pledget of fine Lint. | 

| E. 1 
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I have found very much Good by this Me- 

thod, and have obſerv'd a five-fold Advantage 
in the Uſe of this Plate, Firft, the Matter 
ar Blood contain'd within the Scull, paſſes out 
at the Holes of the Plate, and is imbib'd 
by the ſoft Lint that I put over it: and if 
it has acquir'd any miſchievous Quality by 
ſaying there, which often falls out, the Lint 
by which 1t 1s ſoak'd up, detains it from 
touching the Dura Mater, and imparting the 
Contagion thereto; and conſequently, there 
is leſs Hazard of its Alteration. 
In the Second Place, this Plate, by lightly 
preſſing upon the Dura Mater, facilitates the 
coming out of the Matter or Blood extravaſa- 
ted under the Scull. 

Thirdly, It hinders the breeding of a Fun - 
gus, and the bunching out of the Dura Mater 
beyond the Scull, which otherwiſe often comes 
to pals; obliging us either to cut off, or to 

conſume with Cathecreticks that which fo 
ſtands out; whereupon very grievous Acci- 
dents ſometimes enſue. 

A Fourth Advantage is, that it hinders by 
its ſlight Preſſure, the Pure Mater, in its con- 
tinual Motion, to ftrike againft the Inequali- 
ties and pointed Parts of the Scull ; that re- 
main after a Piece has been rais'd by the O- 
peration of the Trepan, or intirely ſepara- 
ted by ſome external Violence. 


And Finally, it N the Brain and its 


Mem- 
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Membranes from the Aﬀaults of the Air, per- 


forming in ſome ſort the Part of that Piece 
of the Scull that was taken away. 


When we are aſſur'd that there is, or are 


in Doubt that there may be ſome coagulated 


Blood under the Scull, we may for ſome time 
omit the Uſe of the Plate, that we may leave 
it a free Paſſage; and afterward we may uſe 
it, until the danger of the Accidents is over; 
and then we mutt ule it no longer: otherwiſe 
it may prove an Hinderance to the Reunion, 
and the Generation of the Callus. 

When the Operation of the Trepan is per- 
form'd on the Baſis of the Scull, as is uſual now 
to be done without Scruple, the bunching ont 
of the Dura Mater is more to be fear'd; and 
of conſequence this Plate is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to ſupport it, and keep it in: but for the O- 
peration on this Place, as well as for that on o- 
thers, we muft endeavour, as far as the Caſe. 
will bear, to chooſe the higheft Part; that the 
Plate may have the leſs weight to ſuftain. 
We may fafely uſe it for fourteen or fifteen 
Days, if we Judge it needful ; and it may be 
made of Gold, Silver, &c. according to the 
Deſire and Ability of the Patient: but for my 
ſelf I always uſe a leaden one; for every Bo- 
dy knows that this Metal is freindly to Nature, 
and 15 vulnerary and drying. 

Tho' there were no other Advantage to be 
reap'd from the Uſe of this Plate, but only 


"IE OE 8 that 
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that it defends the Brain, and its Membranes, 
from the Inſults of the Air, this were enough 
fo recommend It to our Eſteem. It is certain 
that the Air acts not with that Force, when 
its Acid Parts find a hindrance in their way, 
or when they muſt paſs through ſuch little 
holes as theſe of this Inſtrnment: and ſome- 
times I don't lift it up but in two or three 
Days, when 1t Matters froely, and the Acct- 
dents abate. | 

M. Verdue afbras., that the Fungus that 
breeds on the Dura Mater, is caus'd by the 
Attacks of the Air: in a word, all the Aucients 
and Moderns are of one Mind in this, that the 
Air is exceeding deſtructive to the Membranes, 
and to the Brain. 


It is not then without Cauſe that Nature as 


a good and provident Mother, hath taken 
Care to encompais the Brain with two Mem- 
branes, the Scull, the Pericranium, the Jegu- 


ments and the Hairs, on every Side, to cover 


it from the Impreſions of the Air, which of all 
the Elements is moft hurtful to it: and the 
moſt part of thoſe that have been trepaned, or 
by a Fracture of the Scull have loſt ſome part 
of its Subſtance, without having the Brain or 
its Membranes hurt, are ſubje&t to a number 
of very troubleſom Acccidents. 

The Reaſon of this may be eaſily conceiv'd: 
for the Air, at certain Seaſons, and in certain 
conſtitutions thereof, being indow'd with more 

| piercing 
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piercing and ſubtil Parts, or the Skin being, 


more relax'd; finds nothing ſufficient to ftop:. 
its Courſe, and paſſes, notwithſtanding the 
Callus, which is never ſo ſolid as a Bone, to 
the Membranes, which are extreamly ſenſible 
of Cold, and there ogcahions theſe Pains that 


fugh Kind of People are ſubjed to. 


Ta the Diſeription of the plate, may 110 
the Better under ſtood, we have here ſubjoyn- 
ed its Figure. 


3 The 
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The Figure of a Plate with Nine Holes, to be uſed 
when the Crown of the Trepan is large. 


The Figure of 4 Plate ready for Uſe, with the 
little Ears bent. 


— 
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A New, Gentle, and Eafie Way, to Cure 
ſpeedily all ſorts of W O UNDS. 


PAN T. II. 

Further evincing the Excellency of this. Way, 
by 4 faithful and particular Account of 
Wounds of all Kinds, and in all Parts of the 
Body, thereby brought to à quick and happy 


Cure ; together with Yun and Practical Re- 
flexions. 


CHAP. L 


The Reaſons of Writing this Second Part ; 
with a general Pr Pye of what it 


CONTAINS. 


H O* Sound Reaſon , ſupported by 
Authority , may appear to be a 

Proof of the Goodneſs of any 
Thing, convincing enough, and ca- 
pable to ſuſtain the Weight of what Conſe- 


E 4 quences 
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quences might thence be deduc'd ; yet does 
there oftentimes Kill remain an Uneafineſs 
and Heſitation in the Mind, no otherwiſe to 
be remov'd, but by Ocular Demonſtration, as 
it were, and Experience: for nothing ſo infal- 
libly ſhews the Poſſibility of Things, as their 
having already come to paſs; nor can any 
Thing fo well afſute us, what will follow upon 


them, as a multitude of  Tryals, Tis this | 


Conſideration that induc'd me in this ſecond 
Part, to give a Hiſtory of fome Wounds hand- 
led according to my Method, that Juſtify my 
manner of Practice. 

Had I thought it requiſite, I cou'd have 
filbd a great Volume with Cures that I have 
done theſe ten or twelve years, which were 
all brought to a happy Concluſion, and com- 
pleated in a very ſmall time. But to avoid 
tediouſneſs, I reſolv'd to ſet down as few as 
poſſible. Yet in ſpite of my Deſign to relate 
only one ot each ſort, and each Part, I found 
my ſelf neceſſitated to exhibit many; of which 
tho* ſome at firſt may appear altogether alike, 
yet if they be more narrowly ſeann d, they will 


be found to differ in ſome very material Cir- 
cumſtances. 


As for the Order obſerv'd in theſe Relati- 


ons, I have followed that of the Dignity of 
the Parts, beginning at the Head, and ending 
with the Extremities ; not minding the Series 
of time wherein they happened. I have de- 

ſcrib'd 


* 
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| ſerib'd all things Juſt as they were, without 
either adding or diminiſhing; having no other 

| Deſign, but to make the Eaſyneſs and Expe- 
| dition of this Method appear, by the Exam- 
ples J here relate. 


— 5 —„— MM „ _ — * —— 


CHAP. IL 
Of the Head. 


OBSERVATION I. 


0 3 nn LU — 9 2p * 


Fter the War broke out in Savoy, there 
was brought to the King's Hoſpital at 
Luſerne, where I was then Surgeon Major, in 
July 1690, a Soldier calfd La Grandeur of the 
Regiment of Poudenx, which is now that of & 
tinois. He had received a Wound on the right 
Side of his Head with a pretty large Bullet; 
which grazing upon the moſt convex part of 
the Bone of the Sinciput; had only carried a- 
way the common Teguments, not hurting the 
Scull; but the Membrane that immediatly in- 
veſts it was ſo bruis' d, that it appear d livid. 
I know, if time had been given, it would 
have come to Suppuration 3 whereupon the 


x WM Alteration and Exfoliation of the Bone muſt 
8 needs have enſu'd: to prevent which, I tear'd 
>> off with my Nails the Pericranium ſo far as it 
. aas bruis'd, being ſomething more than the 


d 337 bi — 
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Þ1gneſs of a Silver Shilling; and forthwith F 
truck the uncovered Bone, in ſeveral Places, 
as nimbly as I could with the Pyramid of the 
Trepan ; and then cover'd it with ſome Lint 
wet with Spirit of Wine: the reſt of the Dreſ- 
ling was charg'd with a ſimple Digeſtive, upon 
which I put Emplaſtrum de Botemea, and above 
all the Cap. 5 

After two Days I teok off the EP OY 
and found the Bone covered with a lively Red, 
from whence I conjectur'd that it would ſoon 
be cloath'd with Fleſh : two Days after this 
it was dreſt in like manner as before, and then 
the Bone was half cover'd over.; for which 


Cauſe I let it alone for three Days more; fo ' 


that in ſeven Days time the Bone was altoge- 
ther hid with new Fleſh, which was inſtead of 


a Membrane to it; and now nothing more was 


-requir'd, but by dreſhng it every other Day 
to attend the Fall of the Eſcar. Finally, in 
the Space of eighteen Days, the Wound was 
fill'd up and compleatly cur'd. 


REFLECTION. 


It this Wound had been manag'd after the 
ordinary Method, I leave it to conſideration, 
whither the Cure would have been id ſpeedily 
accompliſhd. From that time forward, I e- 
ver kept to this Method, which I have us'd 
in many Occaſions, and never found that the 

Wounds 


men 


5 B < 
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Wounds opened again, yea, or that Exfoliati- 


on, or any other evil Accident euſt'd. _ 
This and the following Example I Judg'd 


ſufficient to eftabliſh our Way of Dreſſing: 


And indeed ſeeing it has been attended with 


Succeſs in ſuch Caſes, we ought to remain af 
ſur'd, that it will prove no leſs effectual in in- 


ciſed Wounds, and others alſo where the Borſe 
is laid bare, whither by that which inflicts 

them, or by the Suppuratien of the Pericrani- 
um. But we muſt obſerve, if the Pericranium 


is bruis'd or diſcolour'd, as in the preceeding 


Caſe, and Suppuration appear unavoidable z. 
that the ſecureft way is to tear it off, and 
ſpeedily to uncover the Bone, that the forefaid 


Operation may take Place; whereby the Cor- 


ruption of the Bone will be prevented, which 
might be occafion'd by the lodging of the cor- 
rupt Matter thereupon ; and then the Opera- 

tion would be too late. | 


——_— 


ER 
Of the Head. 


OBSERVATION II. 


Certain Soldier nam'd Chaſteau-montague, . 
of Aligny's Company in Villars his Regi- 
ment, together with a. Companion of his in 
the 
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the fame Company, was, during the Cam- 
paign in the Year 1694. brought to the Ho- 


ſpital eſtabliſh'd for the King's Army at Brian- | 


ſon. 

The firſt had receiv'd a Cut on the middle 
of the Os Sincipitis of the left Side, whereby 
the Bone was uncovered, to the bigneſs of a 
Silver Crown Piece. At the ſecond Preſſing 
I made eight or ten little Holes with the Pier- 
cer upon the diſcovered Bone, not reaching 
ſo deep as the middle Pith or Piploe, that 1 
might make Trial, if 1 cou'd accompliſh my 
' Defign, withour piercing through the fiſt 
Table. I apply'd upon the Bone ſo far as it 
was laid bare, Lint dipt in Spirit of Wine, 
dreſſing the reſt of the Wound, with the ſim- 
ple Digeftive, Emplaſtrum de Betonica, and the 
Kerchief. 

I waited two Days before I dreſs'd it again, 
and then found that my Operation had not 
been without Effect. The Bone was become 
reddiſh, and the Holes made by the Piercer, 
to which this Effect was owing, began as it 
were to fpront forth; which made me con- 
clude, that Nate would accompliſh the 
Work ſhe had already begun, For the firft 
eight Days he was dreſs'd but four times, at- 
ter Which the Bone was wholly covered : and 
in eight or ten Days more, wherein he was 
drefs'd but every third Day, the Wound was 


fil'd up, and a good and firm Cicatrix for- 


med 


fro 
Cni 


| his Head, which he had received in the fame 


firſt Days, I left two ſmall Threads of Lint 


—ͤä— f 
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med. He came into the Hoſpital on the 25th 
of May, and upon the. 11th of June he went 
out perfectly cur'd; all that were therein be- 
ing Witneſſes of the Operation, and the Spee- 
dineſs of the Cure. 


His Companion had ſeveral Cuts over all 


Occaſion, but eſpecially a deep one upon 
the upper and middle part of the Forebead- 
Bone. Finding that in none of them the Sculi 
was fraQtur'd, I judg'd it ſufficient to joya to- 
gether their Lips; only in the laſt, during the 


dipt in Spirit of Wine, with the Ends hang- 
ing a little out of the Wound. Four Days 
after, I caus'd to be remov'd whatever might 
hinder the reuniting thereof, dreſſing only 
once in three Days, becauſe no Accident ap- 
pear'd. | by | 

The Suppuration in this laft ound was but 
very inconſiderable; and no Bones came a- 
way, neither was there any Exfoltation : So 
this Man alſo was cur'd, and return'd unto the 
Regiment with his Companion. 


REFLECTION. 


Had I only recounted one Cure of this Na- 
ture , done in a place at a great Diftance 
from Paris, the Truth therecf might readily 
enough have been calłd in Queſtion: But 

| al thele, 
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theſe, with many others of the like kind, ha- 
ving been publickly perform'd in an Hoſpital, 


to which every one had free Aceefs, and as 
it were in view of the World, ought not only 


to remove all Scruple as to the Truth of the 


Matter of Fact, but alſo to eftabliſh the Re- 
putation of a Method, attended with Expedi- 


tion and Security, The Excellency and: Uſe- 


fulneſs of the little Operation perform'd up- 
on the uncovered Scuſ] off the firſt Man, may 
be eafily made apparent to every one; be- 
ing founded on Reaſon and Experience. M. Jou- 
de, a very expert Phyſician belonging to this 
Hoſpital, was an Eye-witneſs of the happy 
Succeſs of thefe laſt Cures; he having been 
preſent from the Beginning to the End. 

I ſhould but weary my Reader, and my ſelf 
alſo, 1f I ſhould go about to reckon up the 
number of thole, who in three Years time, 
with a ſurpriziug Quicknſs, have in this Hoſ- 
pital been cur'd of Wounds of the Head; as 
well ſuch wherein the Scull was cut more or 
leſs, as thoſe wherein it had loft of its Sub- 
france. 

I am not the only Perſon, who hath con- 
quer d Scruples commonly enough entertain'd 


about Wounds of the Head. Ambraſius Pa- 


raus reports, that he curd in a ſmall time a 
certain Perſon, that with an edg'd. Inftru- 
ment, had a large piece of the Forebead-bone 
intirely ſeparated, and hanging over upon the 

Face, 


TI 
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Face by the Skin only; which yet was eaſily 
enough reunited. 

In the Scull, as in other Bones of the Body, 
when a Piece is ſeparated, whether by a Cut, 
or Fracture, ſo as yet to adhere to the encom- 
paſſing Membrane; it is ſufficient artfully to 
reſtore it to its natural Place, in ſuch a man- 
ner, that it may have the ſame Situation and 
Diſpoſition as formerly; that ſo the Pores 
may anſwer, and the Nutricious Juice neceſſary 
to form the reuniting Callus, may be freely ad- 
mitted; which could not be done without ex- 
treme Difficulty, it 1t were placed either to 
high, too low, or afide ; in which Caſes, the 
natural Order and Situation of the Part he- 
ing alter'd; it is impoſſible it can fit ſo cloſe 
to the Bone from whence it was divided, but 
that many little Diſtances muſt interveen, that 
are liable to be filld with Lympha, Blood, or 
Matter, or all three together; which alter the 
wounded Part, corrupt its Aliment, and bring 
that Membrane to Suppuration, by which on- 
ly the divided Part was tyed: So that Na- 
ture muſt now of Neceſſity throw it off, as 
an Extraneous Body. 

From hence we may readily conclude, that 
it is not at all neceſſary, to permit Wounds of 
this kind to come to Suppurat ion, or to keep 
them open in ExpeQation of the coming a- 
way of Bones, which, without Danger, may 
be avoided. 


This 
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This our Method is alſo confirm'd, by the 
Authority of Rbaſis, and Serapion , Authors 
celebrated by Antiquity 3 who treating of 
Wounds of the Head accompany'd with a Fra- 
Qure of the Scull, tell us that it was their Cu- 
ſtom to ſtitch them, even when the Fracture 
paſs'd through both Tables. M. Verdue alſo in 
his firſt Volume, Chap. 18. Of Wounds in the 
Head, makes mention of a Fracture of one 


of the Ofſa Sincipitis, that reach'd from the 


Sagittal to the Lambdoidal Suture, which was 
cur'd without the Aſſiſtance of Operation. 
The Diploe or middle Pith, plentifully ſup- 
plies the Scull with Nutricions Juice; from 
whence it is, that when broken it is more ea- 
ſily united, t han any of the other Bones, tho 
yet its Callus is leſs firm: And providing the 
Brain with its Membranes are ſafe, we need 
not fear any Danger from the Fractures of 
the ſurrounding Bone: But tho' this may ſome- 
times fall out; yet is it ſcarce to be expect- 
ed, but that the violence that occaſions a 
Fracture in the Scull, ſhould by the ſudden 
Jolt or Concuſſion, produce ſome Diſorder in 
ſuch a ſoft glandulous Body as is the Brain. 
Great Carefulneſs therefore and Attention is 


here requir'd: for a Rupture of the Veſſels, or 


a Dilatation of their Months, that are frequent 


enough in ſuch Caſes, and cauſe Effuſion of 


Blood, don't appear at firſt; as I have often- 
times oblerv'd ; but ſo ſoon as the Accidents 
begin 
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begin to ſhew themſelves, Operation muft not 
be neglected. 5 

It will poſſibly be objected, to what I have 
ſaid, concerning carefully placing the broken 
piece of Bone, in the ſame Situation it had for- 
merly; that the Bones of other Parts of the 
Body may be reunited by Means of a Callus, 
even when ſo ill plac'd, that there is a neceſ- 
ſity of breaking them anew, in order to re- 
ſtore them to their natural Figure. But the 
Anſwer is eaſy; for there is a Differeuce be- 
tween the former Caſe, wherein a Piece or 
Splinter of Bone is ſeperated from the whole; 
and this, where the Nutricious Juice, that 
comes from the One as well as the other Part, 
meets, diffuſes it ſelf, and coagulates about 
the Fracture, and ſo forms that which we term 
a Callus ; but in the other Caſe, the Alimen- 
tary Liquor proceeds, and is communicated 
from one of the Parts only; and if it find no. 
Pores rightly diſpos'd to receive it, there be- 
ing nothing to which it can Joyn it ſelf, it is 
alter'd and corrupted 3 and the looſened Piece 
ſhares with it in the ſame Fate. 

As for the Operation of Trepanning, which 
1 have often perform'd, ſeeing nothing extra- 
ordinary hath therein occur a, I will pals it o- 
ver in Silence. 


— 


go be Hoſpital-Surgeon. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of the Head. 


OBSERVATION III. 


Bout the Concluſion of the Year 1689, 
a little time before the War of Savoy, 
the Faudois cut off almoſt all the Inhabitants 
of Pramo!, which depends on the Valley of St. 
Martin. I was at that time Surgeon Major to 
the Hoſpital of the Army of his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Savoy : T hither were brought 
a great number of Men, Women, Maids and 
Children in a moſt deplorable Condition; and 
among others a young Girl about nine or ten 
years of Age, who beſides others in the Body 
and Arms, had received eighteen or nineteen 
blows on the Head with a Cutlals, each where- 
of had pierc'd the Scull, ſome even to the Du- 
re Mater; ſome Pieces of the firſt Table were 
carried away, and ſome of loth Tables intirely 
ſeperated. 

I caus'd in the firſt place, ſuch Parts to be 
ſhav'd as wou'd bear it; and afterwards I gent- 
ly rub'd the whole Head, with a Liniment 
made of Unguentum de Betonica, the Yelk of an 
Egg, and Spirit of Wine, mix'd together: in 
this mixture alſo I dipt large Pledgets, with 
which, 


not 
hib 
wh 


t 
1 
1 
1 
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which I cover'd all the Head, without either 
Tents or Dilaters; above theſe I put Empla- 
ftrum de Betonica, and over all the ordinary 
Cap. 

What her Age and Strength would allow, 
was done for diverting the Humors; and the 
firſt Dreſſings were left untouch'd for two 
Days; which Method was continu'd for fifteen 
Days: when we took off the Plaiſter, almoſt 
at every Dreſſing we found Pieces of Bone 
ſticking to the Pledgets: What was altoge- 
ther ſeparated, came away with Eeaſe: And 
in fine, ſuch Bones as yet adher'd to the Pert- 
cranium were reunited, and what was wanting 
in the Cranium was ſpeedily ſupply'd. When 
I perceiv'd the Suppuration to diminiſh, I 
dreſsd but once in three days. This Courſe 
I found fo ſucceſsful, that in the ſpace of a- 
bout five weeks the Cure was perfectly accom- 
pliſht. This poor wounded Girl, was known 
to almoſt all Pignerol; being very remarkable 
by the loſs of one of her Ears, which ſhe had 
ſuſtain'd in this afflicting Occaſion. 


REFLECTION. 


This Cure is altogether to be aſcrib'd to 
Nature, as being intirely her Work: and had 
not great Circumſpection been uſed, in pro- 
hibiting the acces of the Air, in this Caſe, 
where the very Membranes of the Brain in 
ſeveral 


% 
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ſeveral Places were diſcover'd, it could not 
have had fo ſpeedy, eaſy, and ſucceſsful an 
Upſhot ; eſpecially had it been manag'd in the 
ordinary Way: For beſides that the Cure would 
have been unſufferably tedious; a thouſand 
dangerous Accidents might have arriv'd chiet. 
ly in an Hoſpital, where long-winded Cures 
are ſeldom attended with ſucceſs. In fine, 
notwithſtanding the Novelty that may be 
charg'd upon this Method, it is ſupported by 
the Authority of Hipprcrates 3 who, B. 5. 
Apb. 17. affirms that the Air is an Enemy to 
the Brain, the Bones, the Nerves, and to our 
Nature in General. Galen in his Book De uſu 
Partium, ch. 1. ſays, that the Air is prejudicial 


to Ulcers, by which word he underftands all the 
Sores; and adds,that in trepanning we onght to . 
take ſpecial care not to cool the Brain as well acc 
during the Operation, as when it is over. We 
The Acceſs of the Air, is not only hurtful it 
to the Wounds of the Scull and Brain; but al- wit 
ſo to thoſe of the other parts of the Body; in litt 
which the Accidents are neither ſo ſudden, cal 
nor ſo violent; yet ought they to be regard Ad 
ed with all neceſſary Care: for if you ever ſo fun 
little neglect the Conſervation of the Natural Wit 
Heat and Spirits, the wounded Member muſt hin 
needs fail, and frequently the Owner alſo wit 
ſhares in the fame Deftiny. to 
60 
I» 
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CHAP. v. 
Of the Face. 


OBSERVATION IV. 


— TC 


JN the year 1689. I being in the ſame Poſt, 
and at the Place before mention'd,when the 
Vaudois were driven from the Valleys of Lu- 
ſerne A certain Officer, whoſe name civility ob- 
liges me to conceal, was wounded with a bro- 
ken Sword in the left Cheek, towards the cor- 
ner of the nether Jaw, about an Inch below 
the Ear; and the Ductus Salivales were torn. 
He was at firſt dreſs'd by a Surgeon, who 
according to his uſual manner, dilated the 
Wound, by thruſting into it as much lint as 
it could contain. A conſiderable time paſs'd, 
without any appearance of a Cure, and by 
little and little it became fiſtulous. I was 
call'd by the wounded Perſon to give him my 
Advice and Aſſiſtance: and forthwith I con- 
fum'd the Calloſity, by touching it nimbly 
with Tents dipt in diffotv'd Cauſticks: I caus'd 
him to be fed with Jelly-broth to be taken 
with a Quill, that there might be no occaſion 
to move the lower Jaw; ordering him allo 
to keep himſelf very quiet, without either 
ſpeaking or moving : and when all the nw: | 
| N ity 
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fity was taken off, I apply'd to the Wound 


the Balſam of Peru, "and preſſing together the 
Lips with long flender Bolfters, I covered it 


with the Styptick Plaiſter of Crollius. Thus 


he was cur'd, not without difficulty; tho? at 
firſt it might have been done with great Eaſe. 


* 


1 


[ CHAP N 


Of the Face. 
OBSERVATION V. 


Eing in Pignercl in the year 1691, the 
Chevalier Vauban, a Captain in the Regi- 
ment of Beaujolois, ſent for me to ſee his Bro- 
ther; who was run with a Sword inte the 
Cheek: The Wound had been dreſs'd by a 
Surgeon, who at firft thruſt into it a Text both 
thick and long, which paſs'd into his Mouth; 
and continuing the ſame Method for ſix or ſe- 
ven Days, the Patient was thereby thrown 
into a violent Fever; and his Head and Face 
were exceedingly ſwelFd, by reaſon of the 
great Flux of Humors. 

After we had laid aſide the Tent, we found 
it neceſſary to have recourſe to ſuch Means as 
might divert the Humors; but the Accidents, 
which ſo great an Irritation of the Parts had 
occaft en u, could not be eafily remov 'd; ne- 

verthelels 
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vertheleſs they wefe at length conquer'd, tho 
not without difficulty; and by means of Sar- 
coticks we compleated the Cure: but an ugly 


Scar remain'd behind, occaſion'd by the 1 incon- 
ſiderate uſe of the Tent. | 


0 


REFLECTION. 


The Face heing the Image of God, and as 
it were an Abridgment of all the Beauties of 
Nature; Which as a little World repreſenting 
in Miniature, what is more voluminouſly diſ- 


play'd in the great bulk of the v aſtly- extended 


Univerſe; ought doubtleſs to enjoy ſome pri- 
vilege over the other parts of the Body : 
Hence it is that all the Authors both Ancient 
and Modern, tho' for the moft part they have 
allowed the uſe of Tents in all other Wounds, 
yet have they unanimouſly condemn'd it in 
thoſe of this Part; which nevertheleſs have 
been cur'd with wonderful Facility, and by 
the uſe ot the very weakeſt of Sarcoticks. 
Fabritius a5 Aquapendente, in Wounds of the 
Face recommends the ufe of the dry Stitch, to 
avoid the deformity of a Scar: and indeed, 
ſeeing we are to preſerve the Beauty of the 
Conntenance as much as poſſible, they are to 
be accounted very unskilful Surgeons , and 
but ill inſtructed in what belongs to their Bult- 
neſs, who employ Tents in Inch occaſions : 
The Saliva ſeems to be that Balſam which is 
peculiar 


„„ 
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peculiar to the Face, aſſigned thereto by Na- 
ture, that has allo granted to all the other 
Parts -one proper to them. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of the Tongue. 


OBSERVATION VI. 
N the Year 1689. A Lieutenant of the 


Militia of Monde vis, having his Mouth o- 
pen, as he gave orders to his Soldiers, in an In- 


counter, receiv'd a Bullet that broke and tore 


all his Tongue into five or ſix pieces, which 
were not altogether ſeperated, but ſtuck toge- 
ther on the upper part. He was carried to 
the Hoſpital of Luſerne, and forthwith there 
dreſs'd by M. de la Ramee, Mafter Surgeon at 
Turin, and skilPd in his Empley: But finding 
that with all his Care, he was not able to 
ſtop the Flux of Blood, which was conſidera- 
ble, he deſir d my Advice in this affair. 
Having ſearch'd his Mouth, in order to diſ- 
cover from whence the Blood came, I found 
the Bullet lodg'd under one of the corners of 
the lower Jaw-bone, having only tretted the 
Skin of that part ; and finding no other Place 
from whence the Blood could come, but theſe 


Veins under the Tongae,calFd Ranulares, pro- 
poled 
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poſed to heat red hot three of theſe ſmall caute- 

riſing Irons, which are us'd for the Teeth, and 
to apply them to the Ranulares ; which being 
accordingly done, the Bleeding was ſtopt, ang 
the wounded Perſon ſpeedily cur'd. 


REFLECTEFON. 


The Ancients have ordered to ftitch the 
Wounds of the Tongue, unleſs the pieces be 
altogether ſeparated, in which Caſe the Ope- 
ration is to no purpoſe, and the Reunion im- 
poſſible 5; Fabricius ab Aquapendente is of the. 
ſame Opinion: but as for my ſelf, I can ſee 
no manner of neceſſity for ſuch Stitching 3 
ſeeing Nature alone, when left in Repoſe to 
her ſelf, does excellently accompliſh the Uni- 
ting of the divided Parts without it. Every 
body knows, that the Tongue is ſituated in the 
Mouth under the arched Palate, and made up 


compaſs'd on all fides by the Teeth, and ſup- 
ported in ſuch a manner that its parts are 
kept together, and cannot fall aſunder. The 
i Spittle is its Balſam, and oftentimes the only 
a Remedy neceſſary to cure its Wounds, This 


s what I have obſerv'd in the preceeding 
of c 
_ ure; for this Gentleman's Tongue was, af- 
1 ter ſome ſmall time, altogether 0 well, that 
5 ſcarce any Signs of the Diviſion of its Sub- 


as tance could he diſcern d; but whereas it had 
ed „„ ; been 


of innumerable little nipple-like Bodies, en- 
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been torn by the Bullet, and ſcorcht with the 0 


Cautery, it muſt of neceſſity have loft of its B 
Subſtance ; nevertheleſs Nature found the way lo 
to make up what was wanting, and to effect a m 
compleat Union of the divided Parts: from Ng 
whence I have Reaſon to conclude, that what W 
the Ancients have left us in Writing: is not al te. 


ways true. 

I have dreſs'd a great many with FraQtures 
of the lower Jaw-bone, but chiefly two Soldi- 
ers who were wounded in that part at the 
Battle of Marſeils, One of whom had more 
than half of the Bone broken to pieces; who 
nevertheleſs were perfectly cur'd, as others 
had been : they are at this time amongſt the 
Invälids, being diſabled, aud much deform'd. 
Of theſe 1 will not ſpeak mere particularly, 
having obſerv'd nothing Extraordinary in their 
Caſe. | 


_— — 


CHAT. Ys 
Of the Neck. 
OBSERVATION VI. 


———— _ — 


T would be both tedious, and unprofitable, 
here to relate Examples of Wounds in the 
Neck, of which I have cur'd a great number, 
in very little time, and with Simple Reme dies 
only, 


table, 
in the 
mbeT; 
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only. I have alſo. ſeveral times taken out 
Bullets, which have been lodg'd there for 
ſome time, yea many Years. I ſhall content 
my ſelf therefore to give my Thoughts of 
what I judge neceſſary to the ſpeedy Cure of 


Wounds of this part, in the tolowing Chap- 
ter. | 


3 


All the Ancients agree in this, that Wounds 
of the Neck, tho' paſſing quite thorow, are ea- 
fily enough eured, provided the great Veſ- 
ſels, and Spinal Marrow be not hurt: But 
they give no ſufficient Reaſon for their Opini- 
n. I know not if I have hit the Matter a- 
right; but in my Opinion it proceeds from 
this, that the uſe of Tents has been laid afide, 
which in the Wounds of this Part cannot be 
employ'd , becauſe of the neceſſary Uſes of 
the Wind-pipe and Gullet, that would be hin- 
dred by ſo hard a Bandage as is requir'd to 
keep in a Tent. 

It 1s therefore, according to my Opinion, 
Nature her ſelf, who being freed from Impe- 
diments, ipeedily heals up the Wounds of the 
Neck : and this greatly confirms the Reaſon- 
ablenets of my Method ; for thoſe who fear, 
left the CI of T, ents, ſhould bring on Ab- 
ſceſſes, Bags, and Sinuſes; have more Rea- 
E0 {on 
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Jon to apprehend ſuch Accidents in theW ounds 
of this, than jn theſe of any other part. 

Tis well known that this part is obnoxi- 
ous not only to the Bronchocele, Afflux of cold 
Humors, and Quinſie; but alſo to Phlegmons, 
St. Anthontes Fire, and all other Indiſpoſitions 
in general that afflict the whole Body: for 
this Part, by reaſon of the Glands, that here 
are very numerous, is always charg'd with 
abundance of Humors, which render it ſub- 

ject to all ſuch Diſorders as proceed from theſe 
thrown out upon the parts. 

It muit alto be own'd, that there is not a- 
ny Part in all the Body, which in proportion 
to its bigneſs, contains any thing nigh ſo great 
a Number of Blood-Veſſels as are here to be 
ound. 

And in fine, if it were true that the uſe 
of Tents would prevent Fluxions, Collections 
of Matter, Bags, and Sinuſes; I know no o- 
ther place of the Body, that when wounded, 
would be in more need of them, than the Neck; 
which is extreamly ſubject to ſuch Accidents. 

Wherefore, fince Wounds: of the Neck, that 
of all the Parts is moft liable to dangerous 
Symptoms, may not only without Tents be * 
cur'd, but even much more ſafely and ſpeedi- 
Iy than with em; we may conclude that 
theſe of other Parts, ought to be treated alſo 
with the ſame Gentleneſs, and ſet at Liber 
from the Tyranny of Tents. 


| 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of tbe Breaſt. 


- OBSERVATION. VIII. 


Eing at Prgnerol in the Month of April, 
1692. M. de Fontaniere, Commander of 
the King's Battallon, received a Thruſt with 
x Sword, about two Inches above the right 
Nipple, and in the Side thereof towards the 
Arm- pit, which enter'd the Body between the 


| third and fourth Rib. | 


He was dreſs'd by one of the Surgeons in 
Pignerol ; before which he had loſt, according 
to eonjecture, about between ſeven and eight 
Pounds of Blood; and notwithſtanding of the 
Dreſſings, the Flux of Blood did ſtill conti- 
nue ; for which Reaſon I was ſent for by the 
Wounded Perſon and his Friends. I ſearcl'd 
the Wound: in preſence of him that had for- 
merly dreſs'd it, and drew from it between 
eight and nine Ounces of Blood: And left at 
firſt I ſhould appear ridiculous, I permitted it 


to be dreſs'd with a Text, and immediately af- 
ter caus'd him to be let Blood; and adviſed 


his Friends to diſpoſe him, to ſet his Affairs in 
Order. All the ſigns were dangerous; his 
Pulſe was weak and convulſive, he had frequent 
Swoonings , and Pains over all his Body. A 


Clyſter was given him, and ſome weak Cordi- 


3 als 
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als in good Broth. A little after the Bleeding, 
he was ſeiz'd with a Fever: and all theſe Acci- 
dents concurring, made us queſtion whether 
he could outlive that night; which yet he did 
in great pains over all the Breaft, and perpe- 
tual reſtleſneſs. 

In the morning, which was the end of the 
firſt Day of his Wound, we took off the Dreſ- 
fings 3 and found that it had bled all night 
between fix and ſeven Ounces of Blood half 
corrupted iſſuing from the Wound, which was 
dreſt as the Nay before. The Chſter was re- 
peated: we gave him Aperitives and Vulner aries 
in Syrup of Violets ; And in his Broths a Dia- 
phoretick made up of ſome grains of Vitrio! 
calcin'd, and the powder of a Human Scull, 
which gave no ſmall Relief, being a Specifick in 
ſuch ſort of Wounds. 

After the Dreſling, the Blood yet run from 
the Wound into the Bed; and as we were 
preparing to Bleed him again, news were 
brought him, that he behov'd to change his 
Lodgings; and for his greater ſecurity, to ſome 


Place at a conſidera ble diſtance from that 


where he was. In this occaſion, his Removal 
threatned no leſs than Death ; for this was but 
the beginning of the ſecond Day of the Wound. 
T was willing to ſee it before his Departure, 
tho? it had been drefs'd but a little time before: 


but having perceiv'd, at the laſt Dreſſing, that 


ſome Blood run from one of theſe Arteries 5 
pak 


The Hoſpital-Swrgeon. 103 


paſs along the lower part of each Rib; and ha- 
ving only out of complaiſance continued the 


Tent, I defign'd to uſe one of another ſort than 


had been yet done, ſeeing there was now no 


time to loole. 

I prepar'd therefore a ſoft Tent, indifferent- 
ly thick, and blunt at the end, that it might 
ret upon the Rib, without touching the Pleu- 
ra, Or paſting into the Cavity of the Breaſt: 
This being dipt in a fimple Digeſtive, and 
roul'd in Vitriol finely pulveriz'd, I apply'd 
with a broad head as is uſual, together with 
the reſt of the Dreſſings, and the Plaiſter of 
Andreas 4 Cruce. After having taken ſome 


Broth, he was put into a Chair and carried to 


his new Lodgings, where he might remain 
more conveniently : By the way he only loft 
a little Blood, tho' many had been of Opini- 
on, he could never come alive to the end 


. thereof. 


He reſted a little that night; and in the 
Morning, which was the end & the ſecond 
Day, the Fever was ftill pretty violent; the 


Wound was without Moiſture or Blood ; the 


Pleura was reunited ; he felt a Heavineſs, and 


breath'd with ſome difficulty. The Wound 


we dreft now with a ſmall Dilater only, to 
which for more ſecurity a long thread was ty'd, 
applying the other things as before. I bled 
him in the Arm; and encrealing the Doſe of 
the Diureticks with the Syrup of Maiden-hair, 

F 4 order'd 
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order'd an Emulſion to be taken at night with 
two Grains of Laudanum. 

All theſe things ſucceeded fo well, that the 
next Day, which was the end of the third 
ſince he was wounded, I found the Fever dimi- 


niſhed : He breath'd-more freely; felt little 


or no heavineſs ; and in the Night time had 
voided ſuch abundance of VUrine, that we may 
reaſonably enongh ſuppoſe this to- have been a 
critical Evacuation ; he had alſo ſpit ſtore of 
bloody Matter. The Wound being now in a 
very good condition, from this time forward 
I dreſs'd it with a Plaifter only. 

At night I obſerv'd a Moifture upon him; 
which made me believe, that Nature might ac- 
compliſh the reſt of her work by Sweat. 
Wherefore, that I might not let ſlip fo favora- 
ble an Occaſion, and to aſſiſt Nature, I cans'd 
prepare for him a Potion with the diſtill'd 
Waters of Carduus benedictus and of Scabious, 
four Grains of Diaphoretick Antimony, half 
a Dram of the Confection of Hyacinth and of Al. 
kermes, a little of the Powder of Vipers, and 
two or three drops of the Spirit of Sal-arme- 
niac. This Remedy being given ſo ſeaſonably 
procur'd a thorough Sweat; and in the Morn- 
ing, which was the end of the fourth Day of 
the Wound, the Fever was gone; the weight 
upon the Diapbragm remov'd; and he breath'd 
without difficulty: and finally, all theſe Symp- 
toms being evaniſh'd, the Wound was only 
dreſt 
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dreſt with a Sarcotick Plaiſter, as if it had been 
a ſimple Excoriation. | | 

The Day after, which was the fifth of his 
Wound, he mounted his Horſe without help, 
and went to Diblon for a more pure and tem- 
perate Air, where he no longer kept his Bed, 
tho' he found not thereby the leaſt Inconveni- 


: ency. There I purg'd him twice, which was 


done not out of any abſolute neceſſity thereof, 

but as an expedient precaution : I advisd 

him alſo for a time to live ſomewhat moderat-- 
ly, Thus that Wound which appear'd to us 

at firſt Mortal, and was attended with a nu- 

merous train of dangerous Symptoms, was in 
hve Days time compleatly cured, to the A 
mazement of all Pignerol. 


REFLECTION. 
This Method of Practice, will appear at 


frft to be ridiculous, and raſh, to thoſe who 
have not conſidered ſo much as I have done, 


the ſnrpriſing Works of Nature; nor theſe ſecret 


Paſſages ſhe finds out, to diſcharge her ſelf of g 
what is tronbleſome to her in like Caſes ; nor 
how 1n particular ſhe oftentimes effects a Criſis 
by the way of Urine. 

But ſeeing experience has frequently taught 
ns, that an Empyema in the Breaft, has been 
carried off by means of Diureticks, the Matter, 
33 the. Ancients thought paſſing to the Urina- 


— 
4 6 
1 
2 
yy 
= 
1 2 
. 
E 
* 
" 
a 
£ 
/ 
J 
: 
A F 
© 
. 
a 
* 
Af 
* 
2. 
. Fl 
4 
E 
S +41 
7 
1 4 
J 2 * 
- "Wh ” 
5 $ 
= 
? 8 
ts 
I — 
b x 
4 — 
. 
5 
þ >< 
- I — 


1 
Fi 

— 1 
1 

4 — 
i] 

| \ 

- 
q : 


x06 The Hoſpital-Sargeon. 


ry Veſſels through the Vena 4azygos, but much 
more probably through Mays to us yet un- 
known; why may not a little extravaſated 
Blood contain'd in the cavity of the Breaſt, or 
lying upon the. Diaphragm, be diſcharg'd by 
the ſame Ways, or by thoſe of Sweat, eſpeci- 


ally if Nature be therein aſſiſted by the uſe of 
| Diaphoreticks ? 


By theſe Ways then, now mention'd, the 
Breaft may be ſufficiently freed from Humors 


that Oppreſs it; chiefly in a young and vigo- 


rous Body: neither is there now Place for a- 
ny to doubt of this, of which ſo many People 
in our Days have been Eye-witneſſes, who can 
yet teftifie the ſame. 

Wherefore, there is no Reaſon to be ſo obſti- 
nately bent, for uſing Tents in Wounds of the 
Breaft ; unleſs it be to carry Aſtringents to ſome 
place, whether otherwiſe they could not reach; 
or to ſupport and keep them on: But in all o- 
ther Caſes they ought intirely to be laid aſide: 
For by exaſperating ſuch parts as they touch, 
they are apt to renew the Flux of Blood; they 
hinder the cloſing up of the Wound 3 and by Wi- 


diening the Diviſion of the Pleure, occaſion an 


Inflammation thereof. 

It alſo freqnently falls out, when a Teut is 
fomething long, that 1t touches the Lungs, and 
bruiſes em by reaſon of their continutl Moti- 
on, and beating againſt its Point; yea often- 
times it enters into, and divides theirSabftance, 
making 
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making its way through the inveſting Mem- 
brane, now brought to Suppuration. In 


Wounds alſo where the Lungs are not ſpoil'd, 
there being only a ſimple Diviſion of their 


Subftance with a ſharp Inſtrument, a Tent 


may increaſe the Separation, and by iritating 
the Parts, cauſe a diſcharge of Humors there- 
upon, and great Suppurations, which end or- 


dinarly in incurable Fiſtula's. 


Moreover a Ient preſſes upon the Muſcules 
of Reſpiration, and permits not the Patient 
either to cough, ſpit, or breath freely: It 
hinders the Circulation of the Blood, by bear- 
ing on the Veſſels; ſo that the wounded is in 
danger of Suffocation, by the collection of 
Blood, Matter, or Phlegm, and oftentimes of 
all three together 3 unleſs they are by fome 
Means diſcharged : But if there is not a ſuffi- 
cient quantity of one of all of theſe, to produce 
ſuch an Effect; and if the Lungs are yet at liber- 
ty to perform their wonted motions; yet theſe 


Humors will there ferment, and corrupt; and 
occaſion putrifaction in the parts that contain 


em. 

But after all, this Accident may ſometimes 
have an happy Event; and a bad Cauſe may 
by chance produce a good Effect. For our 
Body, as we are inform'd by Anatomy, being 
nothing elſe but a Contexture of Veſſels; it 
may happen in Wounds of the Breaſt, that the 
Blood or Matter collected in the Subſtance — 

t he 
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the Lungs, or upon the Midriff, may there un- 


dergo a Fermentation, and thereby, together 


with the Heat and Moiſture of the part, open 
and dilate the Pores of the Veins; whereby 
theſe Humors being taken into and'mixed with 
the Blood, rarify, ſubtiliſe, and diſpoſe it to * 
throw off the Offending Matter, either by 
Sweat, Urine, or other Criſes of alike Nature, 
according to the Diſpoſition of the'Body. 

And ſurely we need make no great difficul- 
ty, .to believe that ſuch a thing might happen 
in a Wound of the Breaſt, if we will conſider 
what befell M. de 14 Place, a Captain in the 
Regiment of Barrois, who voided by Stool 
the Matter of a great Abſceſs in his Arm, oc- 
caſion'd by a Wound he had received in that 
Part ; of which we will give you a particular 
account in the laft Chapter of this Book; as 
allo of another wounded in the laſt Campaign, 
from whom the Matter, that was contain'd 
within the Breaft, was drawn away by .open- 
ing the Vena Mediana, with a deſign _y to 
tet Blood. 

In fine we may ſay; tho' the ways by which 
theſe Criſes were effected are not altogether 
known to us; yet it is very certain that there 
are ſuch : and ſeeing Nature is not ignorant of 
them; we ought te leave to her conduct, the 


Succeſs of a Work, whereof ſhe ought to have 


all the Honour, and which ſhe alone brings 
10 
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to paſs ; 5 our part being * to wait upon her, 
and aſſiſt her in her Deſign. 


Galen in his 5 Book de locis, hath obſervd 


that Matter contain'd in the Breaſt, is often- 


times carried off by Urine, the ſame thing alſo 
he affirms in his 6th Book de partium Morby, 
Andreas à Cruce, a famous Phyſician of Ve- 


nice, in the firſt Section of his fourth Book of 


Surgery,in expreſs terms forbids the uſe of Tents. 
and Pipes in the Wounds of the Breaft ; he 
adviſes only to nſe a Plaiſter, the Advantage 


of which I have thorowly experienced. 


Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Part I. Book 2. 
Chap. 42. ſays, that he has often ſeen the. 
Matter contain'd in the Breaſt in a Pleuriſie, 
or Peripneumonia, diſcharg'd by Urine. He 


relates an Authentick Hiſtory of a Wound 


piercing into the Cavity of the Breaſt, which 
having been dreſs'd as a fimple One of 
the common Teguments, the Patient was on 
a, ſudden ſurpriz'd with ſuch Symptoms, as 
plainly diſgovered the Nature of the Wound. 
That he might be rflieved with as much eaſe 


as poſſible, and not put to the torment of a 


Counter-opening, it was thought expedient to 
dilate the Wound; but it was ſo well clos'd up, 

that the Operation of the Empyema was re- 
ſolv'd on next Day. But during the Night 
ſage Nature had accompliſh'd the Work; a 
Glaſs full of Blood being voided by the Urina- 
ry Paſſages, whereby the Spitting of Blood, 

Difficulty 


110 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 


difficulty of Breathing, and all the other Ac- 


cidents were compleatly remov'd. 

The .ſame Author, recommends on ſuch Oc- 
caſions, the uſe of ſtrong Diureticks, unleſs a 
Fever hinder : and in the above-cited Chap- 
ter, he ſays, that there are ſome, who will 
not allow Wounds of the Breaſt to be kept 
open, but ſuffer them to cloſe; left other- 


- wiſe the Natural Heat might be diſpers'd, and 


the cold Air ſhould enter in, and {pbtl the 
neighbouring Parts: He adds, that the Uſe 
of Tents occaſions Fiſtula's. 
Ambroſiis Pareus, Book 10. Chap. 32. ap- 
proves the Practice of thoſe, who make ufe 
of Tents in Wounds of the Breaſt; and elſe- 
where commends ſuch as employ them not: 
ſo that as to this Point he ſeems to have been 
undetermin'd, and inconſiſtent with himſelf. 
In the fame Chapter alſo, he ſpeaks of a 


Cure done by himſelf withont Tents z and at- 


terwards he affirms, that Fiſtula's, which fol- 
low upon Wounds of the Breaſt, are oftentimes 
occaſion'd only by the Ule of them. The ſame 
Author, in the 51th Chapter of the 17th 
Book of his Treatiſe of Matter and Blood that 
may be earried off by the Veins, demonſtrates by 
many Reaſons that fuch an Evacuation may 
be; and ſhews that Galen was of the ſame 
Mind. | 


Opinion; and M. Verdue, Tom. 2. Chap. 28. 
affirms 


Hollerius in his Commentaries, is of the ſame 
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affirms that Wounds of the Breaſt, the more 
they are expoſed to the Air, are ſo much the 
more dangerous. 

It would be a very tedions task to recount 
all the Authors, that have approved of this 
Method, altho' it is but little put in Practicc: 
And it "would be a very eaſie Matter to bring 
many Examples, of Cures wrought by Nature 
through ſecret and occult paſſages conveying 


Humors and Matter, into other Parts than 
what were firſt allefted, 


— a _ 


CEPT x. 
Of the Breaſt. 
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Bout the end of the Year 1693, there 
was brought to the Hoſpital of the King 
at Brainſon, a Granadeer of the Regiment of 
Jouraine; together with a Servant of M. De 
Leſſeraine formerly Commiſſary at Pignerol. 
The firſt, was run into the ſide- part of the 
Breaſt, between the third and fourth Ribs, with 
a Sword, which paſt into the capacity of the 
Thorax, and pierced the Lungs. - The uſual 
Symptoms appear'd at firſt; and Diverſe ions 
were made. The firſt and ſecond Day, ſome 
Blood came from the Wound; which was el 
e 
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dreft with the Plaiſter of Andreas 4 Cruce, 
without either Tent or Dilater. Diureticks 
alſo and Diaphoreticks were us d; and upon 
the fourth Day he voided great abundance of 
Vrine: by which critical Evacuation, he was 
freed from the Fever, Difficulty of Breathing, 
weight upon the Midriff, and ſpitting of Blood: 
and on the fourteenth Day = was compleatly 
c ur'd. 

The Other had cbived juſt ſuch another 
Wound, piercing in like manner; only higher 
by one Rib: The Symptoms, were ſo violent, 
that tho' it was immediately dreſs'd, yet was 
there no hope of Cure. He was treated after the 
ſame manner as the former: But he was much 
more ſpeedily cur'd, by means of an univerſal 
Sweat; whereby that very Day all the Acci- 
dents were remov'd. - In eight Days time, he 

went out from the Hoſpital intirely cur'd. 

|  Werel to give a particular account of the 
numerous Cures of alike nature, that have been 
done according to this Method, there would be 
enough to fill a great Volume; all which were 
neither attended with any evilAccidents during 
the time of the Cure, nor followed by any after 
itz nor did they ever leave Fiſtula' behind 'em. 
I ſhall ſpeak of Gunſpot-Mounds, in the follow- 
ing Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAT mW 
Of the Breaſt, 


OBSERVATION X. 


N the Year 1692. there was bronght to 
the foreſaid Hoſpital of Brianſon, a Priſo- 
ner of the Army of Savoy; who was wounded 
with a Bullet, that entred near the right Pap 
towards the Arm-pit; and paſs'd out of the 
Body four Finger's breadth from the ſixth Ver- 
tebre of the Back; having in its way broken 
aſunder the fourth Rib. 

I enlarg'd both the Orifices, but a little 
more that of the Back, which was ſomewhat 
lower than the other. We dreſs'd him only 
once a Day at firſt, without either Tents or 
Dilaters ; and from the hinder Orifice came 
forth a certain thin watery Humor; which E- 
vacuation continued till the falling of the E- 
ſcar; after which time he was dreſs'd only once 
in two Days. I kept the laſt mention'd Ori- 
fice open from time to time by means of a 
piece of prepared Spunge; conjecturing, that 
there were ſome Splinters of Bone to be diſ- 
charg'd; which accordingly came to paſs 
without any pain, about the eighteenth Day 
of the Wouml ; from that time forth I endea- 
vour'd 
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your'd to heal it up, applying between the Ori- 
fices Compreſſes, dipt in warm Wine. Du- 
ring this Cure, I could obſerve no ſenſible 
Criſes; nor did any Accident happen: It 
was finiſhed in thirty Days. | 


REFLECT I ON. 

In this Wound the Lungs were untouch'd, for 
any thing that appear'd; a Rib only being bro- 
ken, and the Pleura hurt: which indeed had been 
ſufficient to produce fatal Accidents; had any 
other Method been followed: for if in this 


Cale, Tents had been uſed; or had the Wund 


been cram'd full of Doſſils, as has been often 
done on ſuch occaſions z the Matter proceed- 
ing from the Diſſolution of the Efcar and the 
Contuſion, being pent up betwen the two 
Orifices, and ſtill encreafing, and finding no 
Vent; would infallibly have broken into the 
Cavity of the. Breaſt ; from whence it could 


not have been drawn forth, but by the O peru | 


tion of the Empyema. 

An Ancident like unto this, happened this 
Year to a famous Meer of our Army in Savoy; 
who having receiv'd a Wound which was 
thought to peneteate, and really did fo, was 
drels'd with Tents; but the Matter finding the 


Way, by which 1t ſhould have been diſcharg'd 


from the Body, altogether intercepted z and 
paſſing among the broken pieces of a fractur'd 
Rib, diffus'd it ſelf into the Capacity of the 

Thorax : 
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Thorax: And in this Condition he dyed, hav- 
ing his Breaft full of Matter. 


nn. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Of the Breaſt. 


OBSERVATION XI. 


IJ Pon the twelfth Day of June, 1693. The 
Marqueſs De Larray, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral, took by Storm à Poſt in the Valley of 
Barcelonetta; and in this Occaſion, had five 
and twenty, or thirty Men wounded; who 
were brought to our Hoſpital of Brianſon: 
and among others there was one call'd Simon 
Contaut, of the Regiment of Vendoſme, and 
Company of Berole. This Man had receiv'd 
a Bullet, which went in hard by the ſixth Ver- 
tebra of the Back; breaking in its Paſſage the 
tranſverſe Proceſs on the right fide 35 and 
came out on the fore part of the Thorax, be- 
tween the ſecond and third Rib towards the 
left fide. 

This Wound was attended, with all the 
moſt dangerous Symptoms, that uſe to appear 
when the Lungs are wounded being one of the 
moft conſiderable that had been under Cure in 
this Hoſpital. 


T here 
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There was not here any need of dilating the 
Orifices; the largeneſs of the ſize of the Bul- 
let, having done it to ſome purpoſe : The 
Wounds were dreft without any Tent, but only 
with large Pledgets, and a good agglutinative 
Plaifter 3 the Compreſſes and Bandage being 
fuch as is uſual. Diverſions were made with- 
out delay; and a conrſe of Diet appointed: 
He was dreſs'd but once a Day, and that with 
all poſſible Speed. 


The hinder Orifice of the Wound did LIED 


with ſuch force, that all the By-ſtanders were 
ſur priz d thereat; and ſuch a prodigious quan- 
tity of Water did iſſue from it, that oftentimes 
it was neceſſary to change the Linnens twice 


a Day. Diuretick and vulnerary Potions were 


glven. 

This large Evacuation, continued for a- 
bout twelve or fourteen Days; after which 
the wounded Perſon was dreſsd but once in 
two Days. The twentieth and firſt or twen- 
tieth and ſecond Day, the Opening of the 
Pleura on the Back was perfectly clos'd up; 


that before having preceeded it ſome Days. 
There was nothing came away that we could. 


obſerve, either from the broken Proceſs, or 
the Ribs that had been touch'd in the paſſage: 
of the Bullet: and 1n thirty five Days, or: 


thereabout, the Orifices were both. intirely 
fll'd up. 


RKEFLEC: 
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REFLECTION. 


This wounded. Man was ſent to the Hoſpi- 
tal, as one of whom all hopes had been laid 
aſide: for the Surgeon Major of the Regiment, 
who at firſt dreſt him with great Care, told 
his Captain that his Death was inevitable. 

This ſame Captain, about a Month after 
coming to Brianzon, with the Lieutenant Col- 
lonel of his Regiment, who had been wounded 
with a Sword; was much ſurpriz'd when he 
was viſited at his Lodgings by this Soldier, 
who was at that time as vigorous, as before he 
had receiv'd his Wounds ; at which he now 
had only a Plaifter. The Surgeon alſo teſti- 
hed to me his Amazement ; and enquired, af- 
ter what manner I had proceeded, to accom- 
pliſh that Cure in ſo ſmall a time. 

This Cure is of it ſelf ſufficent to evince, 
that in Wounds of the Breaft, there is no 
need of Tents; and moreover does demon- 
ſtrate; that the Operation of the Empyema, is 
attended with much better Succeſs, when per- 
formed on the hinder, than on the lateral 
Parts of the Thorax : For this Operation is 
done, with deſign to give a Paſſage, to the 
extravaſated Blood; and to evacuat the Mat- 
ter contain d in the Cavity ot the Breaſt; for 
which purpoſes this Place, is much mere conve- 
nient than the others; the Humors being * 
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by Uifharg'd e Won as bred, unless they de 
xetain'd by Temes | The woangded arc not trons 
died with viokeat. Azitatiens dut enjoy a pro- 
Gund Quiet The Pars have liderts to per- 
rm te neceffary Motions, and Natzwre aQs 
without conſtraint 3 fading always the ways 
open, dy which the may deer her e from 
what Is COMTArYy and hurtfal unto her; © 
that nothing s now to Rinder ber from Je. 
fing up the Wound, when ever de ſhall £n 
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Precaation is necefiary to withſtand the en- 
ty of the Air, which otherwiſe,the ute of Temts 
deing lard ande, might pats into the Thorax, and 
there produce fatal Accidents. 

M. Verdue, Tom. 1. Chap. 14. adriſes not 
to ute Tems in Wounds of the Breaſt, for too 
long a Ume C teſt theredy mcurable Fiſtula's 
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CHAP. All. 
Of the Breaſt. 
OBSERVATION XI. 


V Men I was at Lafee, there was hroaght 
| to the Hot! tal, in the Your 1888. 
2 Solder of the Ree rmment of Salut, who was 


wounded with 2 $1532, (which 8 2 Weapon 
made in orm of 2 Porzrd? en the hae of the 


Cartclage enliformes;, the Wound, as was ev 
dent to de Den, when it was dilated, n 
ande dy The Hort Ribs, and preroans the 
Midi un its nene f Pratt. 

He was are 4 with 2 Pledget one, coe 

dun an Incarnative that was pretty 1 
1 The 8 Se flar 1 8 Rn Ne PETIONM 1 . Aud 
* a Diet was ordered, as Rte bet with 
the greatnek ot the Wound, and the Strength 
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and Conſtitution of the Patient. He was 
dreſs d only once in two Days. The Suppura- 
tion was but very ſmall; and in the ſpace of 
eight or nine Days, he was compieatly cu- 
red. 


REFLECTION, 


— 


If this Wound had been dreſs'd with. Tents, 
after the ordinary Manner; I leave it to be 


Judg'd by every one, if ſuch a deſirable Suc- 


ceſs could have been expected; ſeeing the 
Tent would unqueſtionably have caus'd fear- 
ful Irritations of the Diaphr agma, which with- 


out it is with great difficulty brought to re- 


unite, becauſe of its perpetual and neceſſa- 
ry Motion. In fine, this Wound, how incon- 
ſiderable ſoever it might appear, had certain- 
ly prov'd Mortal, if it had been ſtuff d with 
an Extrancous Body ; which by encreaſing the 
diviſion of the Midriff, would have prov'd 
an Impediment to its Action: For every Bo- 
dy knows, that Wounds in its nervous Part 
are deadly; and that theſe in the fleſhly Part, 
may become ſo, when exaſperated by ill Treat- 
ment, or neglected. 


HK 


which 
had a 
had < 
Days 
when 
in a v 
its Ve 
neſs o. 
length 
in the 
If w 
in his 
We ma 


The Hoſ pital-Surgeon.. - "—_ 


W 


CHAP. XIV. 


4 R on One eat was wounded in 
be Breaft. | © | 


OBSERRVATION XIII 


N the laſt mention'd Year, and in the ſame 
Hoſpital 3; one of the wounded died on the 
fifth or ſixth Day of his Wound: And becauſe 
it had not at all appear'd to be mortal, the 
Bullet having but glanc'd upon him, whereby. 
the fifth Rib, was only braken , and the 
Pleurs flightly hurt, I opened him, that I. 
might diſcover the Cauſe of his Death. At 
firſt I was of Opinion, that an Aſthma, with 
which he was afflicted when alive; and which 
had almoſt quite diſabled him for Service; 
had conduced much to the ſhortning of his 
Days: But I was convinc'd of my miſtake, 
when I perceiv'd all the Parts in the Breaſt 
in a very good Condition; only the Heart had 
its Ventricles fill'd with Polyp:ſes of the thick- 
neſs of a large writing Quill, and about the 
length of the little Finger; there being four 
in the right, and two in the left Ventricle, 

If we may give credit to Dr. Lower of Oxford, 
in his Treatiſe on the Mot ion of the Heart 


Ke may eaſily enough account for the Death 
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of this Man. He ſays, that in order to con- 


tinue the Circulation of the Blood, and to fend 


a convenient quantity thereof through the Veſ- 
ſels ; the two Ventricles of the Heart muſt be 
of an equal Capacity, and moreover that they 
muſt have alike Strength, to undergo. this La- 
bour. Now this Equality. not being to be 
found, in the Heart ot him of whom we ſpeak ; 
its motion muſt needs have been deprav'd by 
the Diſproportion of the weight ot the Folypn- 
ſes; and by the Inequality of the capacity of 


the Ventricles ; or becauſe the Heart being o- 


vercharg'd, could not contract it ſelf without 
much difficulty; ſo that remittting much of 
its Motion, it became weak and languiſhing; 
and the Midriff alſo, to which it is always ty q, 
did looſe its neceffary vigour z eſpecially after 
his receiving the Wound; by Reaſon of which, 
the Breaſt could not be dilated, without trou- 


ble and Pain, becauſe of the broken Rib, and 


af the Solution of continuity of the Pleura, In- 
tercoftal Muſcles, and Muſcles of Reſpira- 
tion: Wherefore the Heart and Lungs being 
depriv'd of their neceſſary Relief; Suffocati- 
on and Death were unavoidable. 

Tho' this is a Subject forreign to our pre- 
ſent Deſign; yet we Fude'd it would not be a- 
miſs, here to take notice of it, for Caution, 
and Advice to others in a like Occaſion. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of the lower Belly and Loins. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


N the ſame Year 1688. a Soldier of the Re- 

giment of Montferrat, called Sans Soucy, 
was wounded by a Bullet; which entring bes» 
fore at the Regiomof the Navel, came out be- 
hind at that of the Reins, piercing the right 


Vreter, as it paſs'd along. He was at firſt. 


dreſs'd by one of the Maſter- Surgeons of Tu- 
iin, who us d to aſſiſt us; which he performd 
after his own Way. 8 
The Orifice which was in the Belly, not- 
wichſtanding the Tents which he us'd', was 
clos'd up, after the falling off of the Eſear of 
the Teguments: but it tared otherwiſe with 
that in the Back; for that Surgeon being care- 
fu! to keep it open with a thick and long Tent, 
hinder'd alſo the Re- uniting of the Ureter, 
which occaſion'd the Urine to come forth 2 
the Wound, I having ſeen him one Day, ad- 
vis d the Surgeon ſpeedily to take away the 
Tent, if he would avoid an incurable Fiſtula : 
dut my Words were to no purpoſe ; for had 
he comply'd with em, he would have thought 
he bad offended unn the Rules of Art, and 
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ancient received Maxims; with which my Ad- 
vice was inconſiſtent. 

Some Days after, ſeeing this Wound in a 
very bad Condition; being covered with a 
whitiſh Fleſh almoſt without Senſe, and ready 


to become a Callus; I was willing to prevent 


the fatal Conſequences of that indifcreet Dreſ- 


fing : wherefore, with a diſſolv'd Cauftick, I 


conſum'd all that appear d callous about the 
lips of the Wound; cauling allo ſome of it to 
paſs into the Cavity thereof : and leaving out 


the Tent, I expected the Diſcharge, of what. 


the 2 had mortify'd : When the Fleſh 
had regain'd its uſual Colour, without loſs of 
time, I ſyring'd into the Wound ſome Balſa- 
mick Water. 1 alfo us'd the Baliam of Peru, 
alone for fome Days ; and after that, the Styp- 
tick Plaifter of Crollius, with little longiſh 
Compreſſes that were plac'd on the two 
Sides of the. Wound, to preſs together the 
Brims. Thus the Wound begun to be fill'd 
up; and the Urine did by little and little re- 
ſume it's former Courſe; and in about 18 or 
20 Days, the Wounded Perſon was perfectly 
curd. 


REFLECTION. 


In the Progreſs of this Cure, may evident- 
ly be perceived the difference, between the 
Method us'd by many Surgeons, fondly con- 
ceited 
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ceited of their own Opinions ; ; and that which 


] practiſe: for if in this Caſe, the firft had 


been continued but for eight Days time, the 
Wound had become either extreamly dithcult, 
or impoſſible tc be cur'd. This is confirm'd 
by the Wound in the Belly ; the ſpeedy Cure 
v hereof, is to be attributed to the Motion of 
the bete ves ; Which, contrary to the Deſign 


and Deſire of the Surgeon, expelFd the T ent 


o ſoon as àpply'd, in ſuch fort that it was 


compleat ly cur'd, a little after the falling of 
the Eſcar. 


Wherefore we can never too much 1 


thoſe, who are ſo obſtinately wedded to the 


Uſe: of Tents, in Wounds of the lower Belly: 


they ought altogether to be laid aſide, in ſpite 
of all the Objections that may be made on 
their behalf, for which undoubtedly there is 


no Real Ground. Experience gain'd by Pra- 


ctice, has to undeceiv'd me touching the Ule 
of Tents, that I have left off the Uſe of them, 
not-only in the lower Belly, but even in all o- 
ther places of the Body, unleſs upon a very 
preſſing Neceſſity: But in Wounds of the E- 
mulgent Veſſels of the Reins, of the Vreters, 
and of the Bladder; as alſo in thoſe of the 
Joynts, they occafion Accidents which often- 
times prove mortal: or otherwiſe leave be- 


hind them Infirmities, that ever after render 
Lite miſerable. 


G-2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
tube Ventricle. 
OBSERVATION xv. 


Ne of the principal Deputies of the Ho- 
ſpital of Brianzon, in the Spring of the 
Year 1695. receiv'd a Wound in the upper 
and middle part of the right Hypochondrium ; 
piercing in appearance to the Ventricle, or to 
the Pylorus. I could not finc out the depth 
of the Wound with the Probe; not withiſtand- 
ing of all the Poſtures I could put the Pati- 
ent in. But an Accident that immediately 
fell out diſcovered the truth of the matter : 
for tho' he had ſupp'd very ſlightly, he vomi- 
ted up again all he had taken, mix'd with 
pure Blood. I immediately dilated mode- 
rately the Wound ; that a free Paſlage 
might be left to the Blood, that, poſſibly, 
was extravalated in the lower Belly, or 
to the Matter, that might afterwards breed 
there, I dreſsd him with a Pledget only, 
upon which I apply'd a ſuitable Plaifter and 
Bandage. I bled him a little after, and or- 
ered a very exact Courſe of Diet: the Blood 
was thin, muddy, and corrupted; whereby I 
percety'd the ill Habit and fickly Diſpoſition of 

his 


.,, — 
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his Body. He ſpent the Night in Reſtleſneſs, 
becaule of Pains over all the lower Belly, and 


a violent Fever, which kept him from Sleep. 


In the Morning I repeated the bleeding: He 


had ſeveral Motions to vomit, but could not; 
and nothing at all came from the Wound, 


which was dreſs'd as before. 

There being two Enemies to be grappled 
with, I propos'd to continue the Diverſions 
without Interruption; which was alſo approved 
of by our Phyficians. We uſed Potions, Ju-- 
teps and Ptiſanes, ſuch as were moſt proper 
for purifying the Maſs of Blood, and blunting 


the Points of the Acids; to which I added fome 


Vulneraries : Suppofitories were us'd, to pro- 
eure Stocks, but to no puxpoſe; which oblig d 
us to give him from time to time half a pound 
of DecoRiodn in a Gyſter, but with ſmall ſuc- 
ceſs. This Method we continu'd for ſeven 
Days, without being able to obſerve any con- 
ſiterable change, either as to the Fever, or 
the Pain; in which time he was let Blood fix 


or ſeven times. In fine towards the feventh 


or eighth Day of the Wound, his Belly was 


opened, and at firſt he had a kind of a bloody 
Flix, but afterward, he voided pure Blood, 


tho' in no great quantity. I caus'd boil ſome 
vulnerary Plants with his Broth; and made 
him take for ſome Days faſting, a little ſpoon- 
ful of our Samaritan Balſam, calld that of the 
Scripture, The Fever and Pains abated a 
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little, which gave me ſome hopes of recovery. 2 | 
The voiding of Blood by Stool continu'd till 
the fourteenth Day; and then all the dange- bi 
'rons Symptems diſappear'd, and the Wound 2 
was compleatly cur'd, without having afford- 05 
ed any conſiderable ſtore of Matter. 5 
5 REFLECTION. - 2 
It was only the Situation of the Wound, wh 
together with the Accidents which followed, 2 9 
that made me conclude, that either the Ventri- 3 
die or the Pylorus was wounded. Having there - 0 
fore no certain ſign, to direct my Judgment In 10 
this Affair; I try'd if the Sword that had giv- Boy 
en the Wound, could make any diſcovery ; e 
and found it was mark'd with Blood, the a 
length of ten inches or thereabouts : There ec 
needed no more to aſſure me of the Nature of | mat 
the Wound: But that which altogether con- '*< 
vinc'd me, was the Blood voided by Stool, the 
the ſeventh Day of the Wound : This having _ 


been collected in ſuch a quantity, as was ſut- ; 
fickent to preſs and puſh forward the Excre- ”BP 
ments contain'd in the Guts; at length made 


way for it ſelf: And if we had delay to bleed the 
him, or done it more ſeldom, he would cer- _ 
tainly have had a great and very dangerous ha 
Flux of Blood; beſides a_number of other Ac- the) 
cidents that infalliby had followed. = 


It appears then, that the true Knowledge 
of 


The Hoſpital- Surgeon. 129 
of Wounds, which pierce into any Cavity o 
the Body, and hurt the inward Parts, de- 
pends upon the Accidents: and it is of high 
concern to a young Surgeon, not to confide 
too much in his Probe, or thereby to give his 
Opinion: he ought alſo ta make all requiſite 
Diverſions ; and to endeavour with all neceſ- 
ſary Care, to avoid and prevent Accidents 
which too often, when arriv'd to a certain 
height, hecome Proof againſt all our Indea- 
vours. 

A great many woundeck Perſons, have been 
ſent to me, dreſs'd at firſt as if their Wounds 
had been but ſlight z which nevertheleſs I 
have found to be deep, and very conſiderable. 
It 1s ſometimes not poſſible, to put the Pati- 

nt in the ſame Poſture he was in, when he 
received the Wound: So that it is an eaſie 
matter to be decelv'd, if we truſt to ſich 
uncertain Tryals, as thoſe made with the 
Probe : The Parts may have chang'd their Si- 
tuation, or they may be ſwell'd; or clotted 
Blood gathered together in the Wound, may 
oppoſe the Probe's Paſſage; or, when it can't 
trace the Way of the Inftrument that made 
the Wound, it may flide along, between the 
Interſtices of the Muſcles, Oftentimes the 
Wounded either know not in what Poſture 
they were, or are miſtaken therein; or they 
are not in a Condition to give an Account. 
e it is much better to exceed in Exact- 
G 5. meſs, 
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neſs, which can't prejudice the Patient; than 


to take up with an Uncertainty, which may coft 


the wounded his Life, and the Surgeon his 
Reputation. 

Moreover, it appears by the Succeſs of 
this Cure, that the Orifices of penetrating 
Wounds, afford but very ſmall Aſfſtance, to 
the Cure of the inward wounded- Parts: For 
it is next to impoſſible, to convey, "through 
them, Remedies to thoſe Parts, that want em, 
and for which they are deſign d: This I am 
bold to affirm, contrary to the ſentiments of 
the Ancients, and of Fabricius ab Aquapenden- 
te, and ſeme Moderns. It is alſo ſcarcely to 
be expected, that the Blood which flows from 
theſe Parts, ſhould come forth by the external 
Orificez as we have obſerv'd : Unleis the low- 
er Belly be quite fill'd up with Blood. And 
in fine,the keeping open of the Wounds,is more 
pernicious than profitable; ſerving only to in- 
introduce the Air into Places, where it almoſt 
never fails to occaſion Irritations, diſquieting 
Pains, Coagulations, Obſtructions or Cor- 
ruptions, and oftentimes all theſe Evils toge- 
ther. | 

Galen affirms , that Wounds in the Bottom 
of the Ventricle, if not great, are curable; 
But Celſus is of Opinion that they are mortal: 
Now, how to reconcile ſuch oppoſite Senti- 
ments, I know not. However that they are 
not abſolutely Mortal, this Cure is a ſuffici- 


ent 
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1 ent Proof: But it is nevertheleſs true, that 
£ they are very dangerous, and their Cure un- 
$ certain; being atttended with many Acci- 


dents, the leaſt of which may prove fatal: 
pf Such as Vomiting, a Diſorder peculiar to this 
g Part; or a Flux of Blood from the branches of 
0 the Arteria caliaca, the Vena Gaſtrica and Gaf- 
or frepiploica; whether ſcarce any Aſtringents 
can reach, and where they can't be kept on: 
alſo Convulf ons may be occaſion'd . by the 
wounding of the Nerves that proceed from the 
Recurrents: Add to theſe, that by Wounds of 


this part, the Chyle may be evacuated, ſo 
ſoon as made. 


—ñ̃ ̃¶ — 2 
— 


C A A FP. XVIE 
Of the Perinæum. 
OBSERVATION "XV. 


Uring the Campagne of the foremention d 
Year 1688, a Soldier in the Regiment 

of the Duke of Savoy, and Company of St. 
George call'd La Couleur, was ſent to me, ha- 
ving an Abſceſs which cover'd all the Perinæum 
tal; and part of the Scrotum. 
-NL1- After I had opened it on the left fide, at 
Fare that Place where ordinarly the, Operation for 
extracting the Stone 1 is perform'd 3 there came 
ent | forth 
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forth a great deal of corrupt Matter, with much 
Urine, whereby I under ſtood that by the long 
ſtay of the Matter, the Membranes. of the 
Bladder were vitiated and corroded. _ * 

I uſed neither Tent nor Dilater to the Sore, 
but judg d it ſufficient, to drop into it a Medi- 
cine for cleanſing the Ulcer. The Suppuration 


laſted for the ſpace of fifteen Days; which yet 
hindred me not, from the very firſt to uſe lit- 


tle long and ſlender Bolſters, for bringing to- 
gether the divided Parts, which I kept faſt 
with a ſtrong Bandage, fitted to the Figure 
of the Part. 

After this, perceiving the Matter came away 
in a moderate quantity, and of a laudable 
conſiſtence, tho wix'd with ſome Urine; I 
nſed more powerful Incarnatives, Balſamick 


Water, and the Balſam of Feru, and upon 


theſe Crollius's Plaiſter: I ftraitned the Ban- 
dage, obliging the Patient to keep his T highs 
cloſe together : Thus by degrees the Urine 
reſum'd its former Ccurlſe, and in five or fix 
Weeks time the Cure was finiſh'd. 


REFLE CT I O'N. 


This Cure is inconſiſtent with the Opinion 
of Galen, who Aphor. 18. ſays, that diviſions 


of the Blader, cannot be united, becauſe it 1s | 


a Part without Blood. 


ion 


t 15 


* 
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I have. had many under my Hands, that 
were wounded in the Bladder, which were all 
happily cur'd by the ſame Method: And in- 
deed if loſs of Subftance occaſion'd by the cor- 
rupting Matter of an Abſceſs, has been readily. 
enough made up; it is eaſie to believe, that 
ſimple Diviſions thereof by external Cauſes, 
may with much more Eaſe and Expedition be 


united. This is ſufficiently demonſtrated, by 


the great number of thoſe which have recove- 
red after Cutting for the Stone: And if ſome- 
times Fiſtula's were left after this Operation; 
they have been occafion'd, by keeping Tents 
in the Wound without any neceſſity: I know 
M. VePtlue imputes this to the ſharpneſs of the 


Urine; but that can't be perfivaded of; ha- 


ving obſery'd in many Places of -my Travels, 


that the country People have us'd nothing elle, 


but their Urine, to cure their Wounds. 


But if we reflect a little on the Effects 


produc'd by Tents, which many People uſe in 
the Diviſions of this Part; we may ſoon be 
convinc'd, that they are the Cauſe of this Ac- 
cident, by keeping open a way for the paſ- 
ſage of the Vrine : which tho' it cannot run 
in a full Stream, ſo long as it is hindred by 
the Jen; yet this being penetrated by the 


Vrine, dulls the Senſe of the place, and turns 


the Pleſh Callous. 


When a Wound abounds in Moiſture, be the 


Humor What it will, it is of dithcuit Cure; 
1 ls 
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this is ſufficiently confirm'd by the Fiftula's ſub 


I which lia ppen in the Breaſt or. Joynts, tho the Cro 
[ | Urine have no hand in the Matter. Moreo- ſuff 
1 ver, to convince us that the Humonrs, where- boy 
2 F with Wounds and Ulcers are watered, are an be 
1 hindrance to their Joining and filling up; we ban 

i need only to conſider, theſe Openings in the fou. 


| Thighs and Legs of Hydropick Perſons, that bri! 
I are made by Nature, or that we are neceſſita- 
1 ted to make by Art. Every body knows that 
the Cure of theſe, is ęxtreamly difficult to be 
effected, becauſe of the Humidity wherewith 
they are continually ſoaked ; which is ſuffici- 
ent to ſupport what we have advanc'd on this 
Subject; and to perſwade ſuch as are of a 
contrary Opinion. | 

Moreover, the Breaking, or Fretting of the 


Lymphatict Veſſels, which occations the perpe- N 

tual running of watery Humours in Sores, hin- 
ders their Reunion; in regard that this Sero- ed 
ö fity dilutes and carries away the Nutricious MW ag 
| Juice, and brings them to a Fiſtula, Great ma 
| Suppurations alſo have the ſame miſchievous the 
| | Effects; but theſe being not ſo obſtinate, are M: 
1 more eaſily conquer'd, than a Running of the the 
a | Lympha. vir 
Finally, if we would effe& a ſpeedy Cure Au. 
in Wounds of the Bladder, we muſt carefully Pos 
ſhui whatſoever may wideri them, or hinder det 
their Re- union; we muſt apply ſome power- the 
ful Incarnative, ſuch as the Balſam of Peru; a no 


ſubſtantia! 


+ F P . — 
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ſubſtantial Agglutinative Plaiſter , as that of 
Crollius, with [mall longiſh Compreſſes, and a 
ſufficient Bandage, as hath been ſaid : but a- 
bove all, we muſt take Care that the Patient 


be altogether at Reſt, without any Diftur-. 
N bance. Theſe are the Means, which I have 
! tound moſt effectual, and moſt ſucceſsful, in 
bringing ſuch kind of Ulcers to a perfect Cure. 
t _ — he 
: 
b GC-H-AP. NV 
— 4 
1 O the Fundament. 
: OBSERVATION XVII. 
e | | 325 
. Onſiue de Monrodon, Captain of a Batta- 
. lion of the King's Regement, command- 
1 ed by M. Desbordes, having been four Years 
18 ago cured of an Abſceſs in the Anus, there re- 
at mained ſtill ſome Fiſtulous Sinuſes, from which 
18 there was always diſcharg'd a great deal of 
re Matter: This Inconvenience oblig'd him, in 
he the Vear 1695, to demand my Advice. Ha- 
ving obſerv'd ſeveral Callaſities about the A- 
re nus with deep and winding Cavities, I pro- 
ly pos'd to him, to lay open the Fiſtula, in or- 
er der to conſume theſe Hardneſſes, and cleanſe 
T the Bottom thereof, without which there was 


2 no Hope of a perfect Cure. But he calling to 
— Mind 
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Mind the Torments, he had endur'd in the 
firſt Cure, put it off for ſome time; till fal- 
ling into «an Indiſpotion occaſion'd by his. ill 
babit of Body, the Fiſtula open'd of it ſelf, a- 
bout a Month after I had feen him, with an 
extraordinary Running, and great abundance 
of Matter, accompanied with a quick and 1n- 
ſupportable Pain. 

J was at that time, in a Place at ſome di- 
ſtance from our Hoſpital ; wherefore he caus'd 
himſelf to be dreſs'd by: « Mate of the Regi- 
ment, who having nothing but the common Re- 
medies, and underſtanding; only the ordinary 
Method, fill'd up that large Cavity with a great 
quantity of Lint, arm'd with ſuppurative and 
putrifying Medicines, which made a terrible 
Corruption, and great Havick in the Part; en- 
ereaſing the Suppuratiov, and the Pain. He 
then ſent me an Account, of the deplorable 
Condition to which he was reduc'd ; praying 
me to come and tee im. When I came J ad- 
vis'd him to cauſe himſelf to be remov'd unto a 
Place, where I might take care of him my 
ſelf; which alſo was done that ſame Day. 
The Matter that was retain'd, and the conti- 
nual Exaſperation of the Parts, had made a Hole, 
big enough to admit ones Fiſt, which paſs'd 
with a winding courle even to the 9s ſacrum ; 
there was alſo another Sinus that reach'd to 
the neck of the Bladder : fo. that the fick Per- 
ton could no ways go te Stcol, or enjoy one 
Minute of Repole. SW <> 


ay. 
ti- 
le, 


One 
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Having taken him under my Care, I dreſsd 
him only with the Red Balſam melted with an 
equal quantity of the Samaritan Balſam ; which 


I pour'd warm, into the Sinuſes; and after 


having fill'd them therewith, I cover'd the O- 
rifice with a large Pledget dipt in the fame, 


over which I put a Plaifter, and upon this 


a Compreſs; making all faſt with a convenient 
Bandage. I caus'd him uſe ſome: abſorbing 
Medicines to dull the Points of the Acids, and 
Ptiſanes to putrify the Blood, and alſo ſome 
gentle Purgatives. This Method ſucceeded ſo 
well, that the Matter which was thin, putrid, 
and corrofive, became laudable; the Fleſh 


- which was looſe and waſted, by degrees reco- 


ver'd its firmneſs ; the Patient went to Stool 
every Day without any Pain; at Night allo 
he enjoy'd the Repoſe which was ſo neceſſary 
for him: and finally, in one Month's time he 
was compleatly cur'd ; the Sores being brought 
to a firm and laudable Scar, to the amazement 
not only of the Patient bimſelf, but of all thoſe 
alſo who knew, to what a deplorable Conditi- 
on he was formerly reduc'd; being without 
all Hope of being cur'd. 


*REFLEC'TION. 


Theſe kinds of Diſtempers, are extreamly 
troubleſome, that affect parts, on which, by Rea- 
ſon of their neceſſary Uſe, it is very difficult 
| to 
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to keep the Dreſſings: ſuch a Part is the Anus, 
that is often afflicted with great Suppurations, 
and diſmal Putrefactions, which delay and pro- 
tract a Cure to a formidable length. The 
Perſon we have been juſt now ſpeaking of, is 
a clear demonſtration of this. In the firſt 


Cure, fx Months time were ſpent ; he endur'd 


much Pain and Tronble, and after all it was not 
brought to Fe. fection: From whence I inter, 
that it is evident, that the Gentlen: fs and Eafi- 


| neſs of our Method, was the genuine Caule, 
of the perfett and ſpeedy Cure that enſued ;. 


For that organ which ſerves for the Common- 
ſhore of the Body, being left at Liberty, and' 
not ſtraitned by an Extrantous Body; the Ex- 
crements were neither preſsd nor retain'd, 
but were diſcharg d with Eaſe, and without 
Pain ; whereas on the contrary, when Wounds 
in this Part, are cram'd' up with Lint, it is 
impoſſible that Evacuations can be made by 
the Auus, but the Excrements muſt preſs and 
ſqueeze the crouded Lint againft the Sides of 
the Sore 3- which muft needs occaſion inſaffera- 
ble Pains, and oftentimes alſo a Flux of Blood: 
And indeed Monſieur de Monradon affirm'd to me, 
that he never went to Stool all the time of his 
firft Cure; but he was ftill troubled with theſe 
two Symptoms. | 

Finally we may fee, that when Putrifying 
and Suppurating Medicines are laid afide; the 


Parts are by the means of unctuous Balſamicks, 


gradually 
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gradually reftor'd to their former Tempera- 
ture; and that when the Points of the Acids 


p are broken, and the Maſs of Blood purifyed by 
0 proper Remedies, the natural Balſam of the 


8 Parts, doth cleanſe, fill up with Fleſh, and 


ſt cicatrize, when ever the Occaſion requires. 
4 T 
t 3 9 RET 
| CHAP. XX. 

Of the upper Part of the Shoulder. 
i OBSERVATION XVIH. 


towards Rome and Venice, there was brought 


at tome, the Son of an Inhabitant of a certain 
place called La Roje, having an Abſoels that 


covered all the Acromion, and the upper part 
of the Shonlder-bone of the right Side, with, 
a great Defluxion of Humour upon the Joynt. 
| ſhewd his Father the urgent neceſſity there 
was of opening it, and the Accidents that 
otherwiſe might enſue ; but the fond Love he 
had for his Son, made him withftand the Pro- 
poſal. Some time after this it opened of its 
ſelf; and the thinneft part of the Matter, 
made its way through ſeveral Holes, into. 
which ſo many Tents were put by a Surgeon of 
the Place, who dreſs'd him, at his Father's 


Or 


(- JP the Year 1678. as I travelled from Tris 


Deſire. This Method was followed for two. 
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or three Months without any Proſpect” of 2 
Cure. 

At my Return, he was committed to my 
Care, in a very bad Condition: he was alto- 
gether depriv'd of the Motion of his Arm; 
ſeveral Cavities were form'd about the Joynt; 
there was a perpetual Flux of Matter; and 
the Ligament were relax'd ; which made me 
fear the falling out of the Head of the Hu- 
merus. I was perſwaded that the Diſtemper 
was paſt Cure; eonſidering the Weaknet of 


the Patient, and of the part affected, and the 


ill Diſpoſition of his Body; which yet was 
but a Symptom of the Diſeaſe, occaſioned by 
the great ['rritations, and continual. Diſcharge 
of Humaurs, as I knew by the Sequel. I made 
however. apretty large Opening in that which 
I judg d the moſt depending part, and ftraight- 
way took away the Tents, tho” at that time 1 
was not altogether convinc'd of their perni» 


cious Effetts. 


From that time forth the Flux of Matter 
begun to ' diminiſh, which made me endea- 
vour, with all poſſible ſpeed, thorowly to 
cleanſe the bottom of the Ulcer, and the Si- 
nuſes, with a Lotion of Birthwort, Myrrh, Su 
gar-candy, and Vitziol, in White-wine; which 
had very good Succeſs; I did my beft, allo, 
to ſtrengthen the Joynt. Finally the Cavl- 
ties were fill'd up by degrees; the higher O- 
rifices were firſt clos'd up, and the others af- 
terwards. 
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terwards. He was cur'd in two Months time; 
but his Arm was ſomething more than other 
two, before it recover'd its Strength. 


REFLECTION. 


This ſudden good Succeſs, falling out ſo un- 
expectedly, and at a time when I had caſually, 
tho' very ſeaſonably, laid aſide the uſe of Texts; 
began to open my Eyes and to make me entex- 
tain an ill Opinion of them: For I could 
blame nothing on this occaſion, lave the Tents, _ 
which had been ſo long kept in the Sore, for 
having caus'd all theſe Accidents, by the Irri- 
tation and compreſſion of the Parts: And 
moreover by hindring the. Diſcharge of the 
Matter, from one dreſſing to another; where- 
by it had time to gather, and to ferment, to 
encreaſe the Cavities, and Waſte of the Sub- 
ſtance, to moiſten the Tendons, ſlacken the 
Ligaments, and to weaken and intirely ruin 
the Part. Finally, the moſt part af the Sym- 
ptoms, ceaſing with the leaving out of the 
Tents ; does ſufficiently evince, that they pro- 
ceeded from them: and had the firſt Method 
been continu'd in for a Month or two, a com- 
pleat diſlocation of the Head of the Shoulder- 
bone, the corruption of the Ligaments, and in- 
curable Fiſtula's, had certainly enſu'd ; and the 
Patient wonld have thereby been made lame 
during his Life. | 

- CHAT 
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Of the Shoulder. 

| I 

OBSERVATION XIX. perr 

8 out 


| ** the Year 1692:a Soldier of the Regiment And 
of Sourche, whoſe name I have forgotten, 
was brought to the Hoſpital at Brianzon. He B 
was wounded with a Bullet, which entered and 
at the foremoſt and middle part of the Ac. than 
mion, and came out on the upper part of I 8 
the Shoulder-blade 3 breaking the Acromion, Nat 
with a part of the Scapula, as it went along. canſ 
The Orifices were ftraitway dilated , and I With 
dreſt only with Pledgets and the Digeſtive: Sb. 
Diverſions were ſpeedily made, and his Diet or- Fart 
1 dered. In the firſt Dreſſings, ſeveral pieces of End 
f Bone, that cou'd not be reunited, having been "8" 
1 almoſt wholly ſeparated, came away; ſeve- if 
x ral others that were yet ty'd by a ſmall piece Scop 
of the Periofteum, tho' in appearance ſhaking I ©! 
and ready to fall off, were yet joyned again. I * ® 
Finally, all the adhering Splinters being a- pref 
gain united, the Wound began to fill up; and 
in two Months time, or thereabout, was 
brought to a firm and laudable Cicatrix; to 
the great Surpriſe of all who had been preſent 
at 
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at the Preſſings: no Accident having happen- 
ed all the time of the Cure. 


REFLECTION. 


It will certainly be thought ſtrange, that I 

permitted the Orifices to be clos'd up, with- 
out expecting the Diſcharge of the Bones: 
And it will poſſibly be faid that I dreſs d not 
according to Art. 
But to me it appears much more reaſonatile 
and advantageous, to have preſerv'd them, 
than -occaſion'd. their Loſs 3- ſeeing à Callus 
has never the becoming Convenience of a 
Natural Part: And the Excellency of Art 
canſiſts, in curing ſpeedily , if. poſſible, and 
without Pain; and in preſerving the Figure, 
Subſtance and Diſpoſition of the wounded 
Parts. Tis certain, that Health being the 
End of the Surgoon's Art, the principal De» 
ſign is attain d, when the Cure is perform'd. 

If that Intention which ought to be the 
Scope of the Artift, can; by this Method, be 
Gently, Eafily and Speedtly accompliſh'd 1 there 
is no Controverſie but that it ought to be 
preferr'd to all others that are contrary to it. 


* 
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CHAP, : XKL 
Of the Arm. 


OBSERVATION XX. 


HE following Year, a Granadeer of the 
Regiment of Navarre, call'd Belle Hu- 
meur, was brought to the ſame Hoſpital, wound- 
ed with a Shot on the upper Part of the left 
Shoulder-bone, about an Inch, or two Fingers 
breadth below the Joynt : The Bullet entred 
on the fore Part, and went out behind, making 
a. terrible havock. Three or four Days pals'd, 
wherein he was not dreſs'd, but only ſhightly 
at firft, and without making any Diverſion. 
The whole Arm was diſtended like a Foot-ball, 
the Orifices were choak'd up, inflam'd, and 

diſpos'd to Gangrene. 
I made Inciſions in the Orifices, to give 


breath unto the Wound, and Scarifications o- 


ver all the Arm; and having dreſs'd with a 


Digeſtive only, without Tents or Dilaters, I let 


a good quantity of Blood run from the Part, 
by the Inciſions, to empty it ſomewhat ; and 
afterward fomented it with Spirit of Wine and 
a little Sal-armoniack : I apply'd over all the 
— Diapalma difſolv'd in Oyl of Roſes and 


Vine- 
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Vinegar, which in a little time abated the In- 
flammation of the Part, and leſſened the 
Swelling. 5 

Diverſions were not omitted; but in ſpite 
of all could be done, three Abſceſſes were 
form'd; one at the bending of the Elbow in- 
wardly, another on the outward and middle 
part of the Arm, and the third on the hinder 
and almoſt loweſt part of the Humerus: They 
were all three opened, and by their plentiful 
Suppuration, the whole afflicted Member was 
eaſed. After three or four Splinters of the 
Bone, that ftuck by their upper part only to 


my Endeavours to bring together, and unite 
the Lips of the Wound: And when the Eſcar 
was intirely fallen, and the Symptoms vaniſh'd, 

I usd only a fimple Incarnative, dreſſing but 
once in two Days: The Suppuration was but 
ſmall, and the Orifices begun apparently to 
fill up, and in thirty Days were quite skin'd 0- 
ver ; So that from thenceforth I ns'd the rol- 
ive ling Bandage and Plaiſters, in order to fortify 
« o- the Callus z And now his Diet is increas'd, and 
h a be is able to riſe from his Bed. Finally he de- 
L 1et {parted to return to his Regiment, forty four 
dart, Days after he had receiv'd the Wound. 


H 


RELEC- 


the Perioſtium, were again Joyn'd, I bent all 
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REF LECTION. 


The delaying of the Diverſions, as evident. 
ly appears, was one of the chief Cauſes of the 
Accidents that followed upon this Wound ; and 
*tis plain that if Tents, Dilaters, or other ex- 
aſperating things had been us'd in dreſſing, 
they had infallibly prov'd an Impediment to 
the Diſcharging of the Part, and ripening of 
the Abſceſſes, for Reaſons adduc'd in the firk 
Part, when we diſcours'd' of their fatal Et: 
fects. „ 

Nature is, in ſuch Caſes, ſufficiently per- 
plex'd, without the additional Oppreſſion of the 
moſt grievous of all her Enemies: She is, as 
it were, fetter'd, and can't act: And when by 
2a healthful and critical Motion, ſhe endeavours 
to deliver her ſelf, as in the Abſceſſes of the 
former Cure; ſhe is unable to produce any 
deſirable Effect, ſo long as the Wound is cram'd 
Fall of Lint: and the moft frequent Conſe 
quence of this, is à Stifling of the Natural 
Heat, after which follows a Gangrene. 

There have but few Accidents followed up: 
on Wounds, treated after our Method; and! 
am bold to affirm, that ſcarce any have mi 
carried under our Care, tho more dangerouF 
ly wounded than this Soldier of whom we have 
been ſpeaking ; all which is owing to the Ger: 
tleneſs of this Way, and the Uſe of Diverſions. 
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Hh CHAP. XXII. 


the fl, Of another Wound in the Arm. 

and | 

ell OBSERVATION XXI. 

ing, ET | 

* N the Year 1690. a little time after the 
0 


War was declar'd in Savoy; a Soldier of 
furt N the Regiment of Pondenx, nam'd La Montague, 
EF was ſent to the Hoſpital at Brianſon, who had 
got a violent Blow with the Handle of an Hal- 
berd, on the middle and outward Part of the 
left Numerus, whereby the Bone was broken to 
pieces, with a Wound, and gteat Contuſion. 

Several portions of the Bone ftuck out at 
the Wound, which did ſtill adhere to the Peri- 
Reum. I plac'd them one by another, as 
gently and nimbly as poſſibly I could; endea- 
vouring to give them their natural Poſition. 
I rub'd the Part with a powerfully diffolving 
Balfam very warm, which I had caus'd to he 
prepar'd for Contuſions. I joyn'd the Lips of 
the Wound, and apply'd an Incarnative. I 
and! gently roll'd the part with a Band about three 
e mit Fingers breadth above the Wound, and with 
mother as much blow it; applying a Plaiſter 
> habeſ made of Diapalma diffolv'd in Oyl of Roſes, 
Ger ind Vinegar, between the Bands, the middle 
* part whereof being oppoſite to the Wound, 

A. 12 the 
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the Ends met upon it, and covered it: Upen KW amd 
this I put a Comprels, of the ſame figure and WW cone 
bigneſs, folded into three or four doubles, and fort! 
dipt in warm Wine: And then a piece of Paſt. ¶ fer 
hoard , which refting with its ends upon the Sinc 
two Roulers, and embracing and keeping faſt I then 
all the Wound-apparel ; came together, and WW he v 
was tied on the hinder part of the Arm. | 

In this Paſt-board there was a Hole cut out, 
where it covered the Wound, to which z 
piece of the ſame was fitted, to be taken off at II 
each dreſſing, and afterward put on: This wa; that 
made faft with a little Band, which I roll'd the? 
aboat all the Paſt-board after IJ had apply'd my MW mov 
Preſſings, in ſuck faſhion, that without difturb-I in 01 
ing either the Arm, or the Paſt-board, I had be ſe 
nothing to do, but when there was Occaſion, Had 
to unty the Band, take off the piece, and lift I ner, 
up the two ends of the Compreſs and of the s v 
Plaifter ; and ſo to embrocate the Wound, pura 
and then to drefs it with a Pledget only, and Piec 
do it up again. and 

In this manner, it was dreſs'd once a Day, man' 
for five or ſix Days: after which I gently too oefter 
off all the Dreſſings, ſave the Rollers; and 
changing the Plaiſter and Compreſs, I dreſ 
but once in two Days. No Accident happen'd; 
for the Contuſion was quickly diffoly'd , 10 
Bones were diſcharg'd , and the Suppuratioſi 
was but little; Diverſions having been mad: 
from the very * The Wound was fill'd uh 
all 
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and compleatly skin'd, about the twenty ſe- 
cond Day of the Wound: wherefore I thence- 
forth dreſs'd it only with Rollers, the Plai- 


ſter pro Fracturis, and the neceſſary Splents. 


Since that time I have not ſeen him, becauſe 


then we parted fron Luſerne ; but *tis certain. 
he was paſt all Danger. 


REFLECTION: 


If this Way of Dreſhng, be compar'd with 
that of many Surgeons, who not only fill up 
the Sores with Lint, but alſo at each Dreſſing 
move to and fro the broken Pieces of Bone, 
in order to promote their Separation, it may 
be ſeen how different the Succeſs: will prove. 


Had I treated this Wound in a rigorous man-- 
ner, ſuch Accidents had undoubtedly happen d 


as would have battled my Care. The Sup- 
puration would have been great; and thus the 
Pieces of the Bone, thereby quite ſeparated, 
and carried. into. ſome Cavity, had causd 
many Abſceſes and Sinuſes: which Diſorders, 


oftentimes cauſe a. neceſſity of Amputation; 


and when the Strength 1s decay'd, they bring 
on Death, After this J made uſe of a Piece of 
white Iron, form'd in the ſame Faſhion as the 
Paſt-board, with a Window opening upon the 
Wound, which being lift up, I dreſs'd it with- 


out moving the Body of the Machine. But 


$eing in thoſe Places where Hoſpitals are, 


HK 2 we. 
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we have not every thing requiſite at hand, 
the Surgeon muſt ſupply that Defect by his 
own Ingenuity. 


5” 4 — — 
"OY 


CHAP. XXII. 
Of the Fore-Arm, or Cubit. 


OBSERYA TION TIX 


N the ſame place, a Soldier in the foreſaid 
1 Regiment, receiv'd a Shot in the Fore- 
arm, on the middle and hinder part; which 
broke the Radius, and carried away a Part of 
the Cubitas. 

He was dreſs'd after our Method ; but the 
Cavity of the Wound was filled with a Pledget 


of very fine Lint, dipt in a Mixture of our 


Baljam , and a little Linimentum Arcæi, which 
2aleth Pain, promotes the fall of the Eſcar, 
and reſiſts Fluxion of Humours. Diverſions 
were made, and his Diet ordered. 

We dreſs'd him after two Days, and found 
two or three pices of Bone ticking to the 
Lint. In the ſecond Dreſſing, I ſet the Ra- 
dius, keeping it firm with little Compreſſes 


ſtiffned with Paſt- board: One of theſe I put 


on the fore- part of the Arm upon the broken 
Bone, another on the inward, and a third on 
the ontward part; making them all faſt, with 
two Rollers, one above, and the other below 
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the Fracture: this Apparatus kept the Arm 
ſtreight, and ſerv'd inſtead of a Defenſive. 
Over all we apply'd the Paſt-board, and ſup- 
ported the Arm with a Sling. The Suppura- 
tion was very moderate, and another piece of 
Bone came afterwards away: We dreſs'd but 
once in two Days; and on the twelfth or fif- 
teenth of the Wound, the Fleſh begun to co- 
ver the Bone; for which Cauſe, we dreſsd 
him only once in three Days, and that very 
rently and ſpeedily. Towards the twentieth 
Day, the Wound began. to be fill'd up. The 
defect of the Cubitus was made up with a Callus, 
and the Radius recover'd without Exfoliation; 
and all in four Weeks time: after which I only 
us'd a Roller on the fractur'd place. About 
this time we parted from Luſerne, and I have 


not ſeen him ſince. 


REELECTION. 


The good Succeſs, the Expedition, and the 
Genrleneſs of theſe Cures, ought, in my O- 
pinion, to give ſome Reputation to this way 
of Dreſſing. I have not ſeen, fince firſt 1 
entred upon Practice, any Method followed 
that has been either ſo ſhort, ſo eaſie for the 
Patient £ or ſo certain in the Conſequence. 
Hereby theſe Pains are prevented, which or- 
dinarily bring Fevers, that are attended with 
many other Accidents : Abſceſſes , Fluxions, 
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and Inflammations are avoided ; the Matter 
1s but little, and that laudable : the Wounded 
can take ſolid Nouriſhmeut, and neceſſary Reſt ; 
whereby all the Faculties become more vigo- 
rous, and Nature more active, Fleſh is more 
eaſily generated, and a Caius more ſpeedily 
formed : and in fine, every thing with more 


facility re-eſtabliſh'd, and reduc'd to-its for- 


mer State. 


_Y — w 
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CHAT NAT, 
Of another Wound in the Fore-Arm, 


' OBSERVATION XXIII. 


Bout the End of the Year 1695. I being 
L in the fame Poſt in the Hoſpital of the 
Abby of 2ulx, wherein I was in that of Bri- 


gon, there was brought to us one call'd Beau- 


/teu, belonging to the King's Battalion com- 
manded by M. Deſ-bordes, and of the Compa- 


ny of M. du Mont. He was run with a Sword 


into the middle and inward Part of the left 
Arm, whereby the Artery between the Radius 
and Cubitus was opened. 

He lad remain'd eight or nine Days in his 
Quarters, being drels'd by one of the Mates ; 


who, without making any Diverſion, only ſhut 


ap the Wound with a ftrong Stopple, which 
reſtrain'd 
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reftrain'd the great Flux of Blood between 
Dreſſings: But at the time of Dreſſing he 
bled exceſſively. The Blood which was ex- 


travaſated in tlie Member, did there corrupt, 


and caus'd Abſceſſes in ſeveral Places. But at 
laſt, his Surgeon, ſeeing that his Strength was 
daily diminiſhed, and fearing ſome fatal Acci- 
dent, caus'd him to be ſent to Oulx. 

His Weakneſs was advantageous to him: 
for whereas Amputation was chiefly indicated, 
his loſs of Strength was a contrary Indication 


that prevail'd over the former. I dilated the 


Wound that I might diſcover the Artery, and 
empty the Part, of that Matter and clotted 
Blood, wherewith it was fill'd. But being 
then unfurniſh'd with ſuch things as were ne- 


ceſſary for my: Deſign, I apply'd a Button of 


itriol to the Opening of the Artery z and 
having fill'd the Wound with Lint, and apply'd 


— 


the other Dreſſings neceſſary on ſuch Occaſi- 


ons, I let him Blood twice, but in ſmall quan- 


tities; and gave him certain Emulſions, where- 


in were mix'd ſome Anodyne Medicines, to re- 


tard the Motion of the Blood. I let two Days 


pals without Dreſſing; but on the third, I 


found all I had done, was to no purpoſe. At. 


the Place where the Artery was opened, there 
was a conſiderable and painful Swelling 3. the 
Lint that fill'd the M ound, was heav*d- up 


with the Pulſation, and a Bloody Water came 
out, which preſag'd the ſudden return of the 


11 Bleeding. 


* 
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Bleeding. I caus'd prepare my Troches of 
Roſe- water, Gum-Dragant and Vitriol, with ſome 


good Styptick Water, and two Days after I took 
dut all that which fiil'd the Wound: I alſo 


took away the Eſcar made by the Vitrio, 
and the Fungus that was grown in the Wound; 
which I further dilated to give vent to the 
Blood, that had diffus'd it felt through the 
Fleſh, beyond the extent of the Wound. All 
this time I repreſs'd the Bleeding by the 
Turnkey , which I causd to be ſlackned, to 
diſcover again the Opening of the Artery, to 
which I apply'd two little Troches, ſupported 
by a fmall Compreſs, dipt in the Stypiick Va- 
ter: I fill'd the Cavity of the Wound with 
Doſſels pretty hard; and moifter'd in the fame 
Liquor; then J took a large Compreſs of three 


Fingers breadth ; thick, and a Foot in length, 


cover'd. only with Bole diffdlv'd in Vinegar; 
this I apply'd along the Artery, even to the 
Arm-pit ; and laſtly an aſtringent Plaiſter, 
which I made faſt with Compreſſes, and ſtrong 
Bandage. I caus'd the Arm to be laid on a 
Pillow, with the Hand higher than the Elbow. 
Two Days after, I unty'd the Rollers, and 
took off the Compreſſes and the Plaifter ; and 
ſeeing things in a good Condition, I applyd 
new Aftringents, without touching the Wound. 
This Method I continu'd two or three Days: 
afterward I begun to remove the Doſſels that 
were outmoſt, ſuſtaining always the others 

| | with 
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with new ones, hindering alſo thoſe which 
were next to the Artery to fall off untill the 
Suppuration were begun, that time might be 
given to the Fleſh, to cover the Artery; the 
Bleeding being very well ſtop'd. In effect a- 
bout ten or eleven Days after the Application 
of theſe Dreſſings, all came off of its own Ac- 

cord, not one drop of Blood following; for the 


Artery was pretty well cover d. All this was = 


done in preſence of. M. Davejan, one of the 
Phyſitians of the Hoſpital, a Man of Integri- 
ty, Merit, and great Skill. Finally the 
Wound was in a little time compleatly cured. - 


REFLECTION. 


Theſe kinds of Wounds, where Arteries are 
opened, are of all others the moſt tickliſn; 
they give a great deal of Trouble; and but lit - 
tle Reputation is gain'd by their Cure. Every 
one knows, tliat there was no place for the O- 
peration of the Aneuriſma, where this Artery 
was opened; and that it was neceſſary either 
to cut off the Member, or to let the wounded 
Perſon periſh, or to ſtop the Bleeding by* 
fuch means as I us'd. By this we may ſee, 
that it is not good to be too haſty in cutting 
ofa Member, where Arteries are opened that 
admit not the Aneuriſma; that we ought not 
to diſpond, tho? our firſt Attempts to ſtop the 
Flux of Blood, prove unſucceſsful 3 and that 

the 
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the Troches which I uſe, are upon many ac- 
counts better than Fitriol. This is not the on- 
ly time, that I have experienc'd the Succeſs 


of this Method, in a like Occaſion: I made 
ſome Tryals of the ſame at Luſerne in the Year 


1686. and in particular, upon a certain Soldi- 


er, Who had the Artery that is between the 
Tibia and Fibula opened: After much trouble, 
before I world condeſcend to the cutting off of 
the Member, I was willing to try this Method, 
which had allo a very happy Succeſs. That 
we may preſerve a Member, we are to leave 
nothing undone; neither ought we to conſent 


to its Amputation, untill firſt all other Means 


have been 1n vain affay'd. 


CHAP. XXV. 
Of the Hands. 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


e the beginning of the War, I have had 
CI under Cure very many, whoſe Hands were 
pierc'd, torn, or half carried away by ſuch Fire- 
Arms as burft aſunder, which is a thing very 
ordinary in Armies. Many others alſo have I 
dreſs'd, that had their Hands ſhot through with 
Bullets, and cnt with ſharp Inſtruments, of 
which I ſhall not ſpeak in particular. 


But 
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But I may ſay, that all thoſe I have dreſs'd, in 
theſe latter times, tho' by the Wounds, the 
part has been very much ſhatter'd and torn, 
have been always cur'd, without loſing what 
remain'd of the Member, and with little or no 
diſcharge of Splinters of the Bones, or loſs of 
Fingers, or their Joynts. 
In this kind of Wounds, as well as in others, 
I have avoided frequent Dreſſing , and the Uſe 
of putrefying Medicines: and I own that I 
have ever found the Spirit of Vine, a very ſuc- 
ceſsful Remedy in Wonnds of the Extremities, 
and in thoſe of Nervous Parts. I have us'd 
Vit chiefly in Hoſpitals, where it brought al- 
ways a ſpcedy Relief. 

Many of the Ancients, have ordered to 
keep open for ſ.me conſiderable time, the 


- Wounds of the Nerves and Tendons ; to give 


vent to ſuch Matter, as by its Stay, might 
corrupt the Subſtance of the Parts. 

But Experience has taught me, that tis 
much more benificial to the wounded in ſuch 
Caſes, to hinder, than to promote the Suppu- 
ration; by doing betimes what is neceſſary to 


prevent Fluxions upon the Part: ſome- 


times applying good Defenſiges ta the ſuperi- 
or Parts, to repreſs the activity of the Blood; 

and ſome times uling reſolving Anodines to the 
Place afflicted, if there is need, to prevent 
or take off the Pain, from which moſt comon- 
ly the Accidents proceed that attend ſuch 


Wounds. 
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Wounds ; and to ftave off at the fame time the 
Attempts of the Air, which is the greateſt E- 
nemy of the nervous Parts. 


I can aver, that by uſing this Method, I 


have cur'd ſuch Wounds much more ſuddenly, 


than I could any other Way. I believe alſo, 
ſeeing all are agreed that the Ai is pernicious 


to Wounds in general, that none will queſtion 
but theſe of the Nerves, receive thereby a 
more notable prejudice, than thoſe of any o- 
ther Parts of the Body; conſidering their 
Tenderneß, the Nature of their Subftance, and 
their Temperament. I leave it then to Conſide- 
ration, whether Wounds of this kind, could 
be defended from the Injuries of the Air, if 
they were kept open, according to the Opini- 
on of the Ancients. 

But it will be ſaid, that *tis extremely diffi- 
cult, after all poſſtble Precaution, to avoid 
the uſe of putrifying and #ritating Medicines, 


and of Dilaters, in Cures that are tedious : 
For if ſuch things as breed Fleſh, and are bal- 


famick be us'd, when the Wound at the ſame 
time muſt be keept open, there will be a ne- 
ceſſity of conſuming inceflantly the Fleſh with 
Cathereticks; which are very apt by the Pain 
they cauſe, to produce Accidents, eſpecially 
in parts ſo ſenſible as theſe. 

Now to this I ſay, that if Suppurating and 


Putrifying Medicines are ns'd, there almoſt e- - 


ver infallibly foliows a great Suppuration; and 


ſometimes - 
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ſometimes a total Diſſolution of the nervous 
and tendinous Parts: Eſpecially if Tents or 


Dilaters be alſo imploy'd 3 which, if but for a 


{mall time they touch ſuch Parts, do often- 
times draw on Incurable, and ſometimes Mor- 
tal Symptoms. | 
Wherefore, I have ever judg'd it beſt, to 
cloſe up the Wound ſo ſoon as poſſible, on 
ſuch Occaſions ; chiefly when there is no ex- 
traneous Body, which of neceſſity muſt be 
drawn forth; or if all requiſite Diligence, has 
been already at firſt Dreſſing us'd to that in- 
tent. In fine, the? I have ever, not only a- 
voided with all poſſible Care, the uſing of pu- 
trifying Things; but alſo have indeavoured to 


drefs as Seldom as might be; I dare affirm, 


that in this way of practice, there never hap- 
pened even the leaft Accident, to all that great 
number of wounded Perſons, dreft according 
to it, in our Hoſpital at Brianſon. 
Pareis, Book 10. Ch. . ſnews, that by this 
Method he ſucceſsfully cur'd the Pricking 
of a Tendon, which King Charles the ninth, had 
received in Blood-letting : Tho in another 
Place, he exceedingly finds fault with thole, 
who uſe the Stitch to wounded Tendons: He 
would undoubtedly have been of another Mind, 
had he liv'd, and ſeen, as I and many others 
have done, how often the deceas'd M. Bien- aiſe, 
an expert Surgeon, has perform'd the ſame 
with Succeſs in his Houſe at Paris. But after 


all, 


% 
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all, we may maintain, that he is not the firſt; 


who has practis'd the Stitching of a Tendon : For 
in former times it was ordinary, and many of 


the Anczents have done 1t. 


1 —„ͤ— 


© Ha? NTT. 
Of the Thigh. 85 


OBSERY ATION: XV: 


N the Year 1686. when the Faudois were 
driven from the Vallies of Luſerne; one 
Le Grand, a French-man by Birth, Sergeant 
in the Regiment of Guards, and at preſent 


an Officer in a Regiment of Fuſileers belong- 
ing to His Royal Highueſs, being wounded by 
a Bullet in the upper and outward part of the 
right Thigh, and the Ball not to be found, 
was brought to the Hofpital at Luſerne. 

He had lain a Day and a Night helpleſs up- 


on the Ground; which occaſion' d a conſide- 


rable Fluxion, and an Inflammation of the 
Part. I made large Inciſions, and ſpar'd no 
Pains to find the Bullet, but all in vain. 


He was forthwith let Blood, and had à 


Clyfter given him; an exact Courſe of Diet 


being ordered. The Bleedings were repeat- 


ed, with the other Remedies for withdrawing 


the Humors from the Part. The Swelling. 
and 


RE ITS ie 
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and Inflammation were leſſened; and I began 


to think, that things were in a pretty good 


Condition. ; I kept in the Wound only a little 
Tent, about the length of two Fingers Meas 
very ſoft, and of pretty fme Lint. 

Thus the firſt Accidents were vanquiſh'd 3 


but, others more troubleſome and more ob- 


ſtinate yet remain'd ; for the Suppuration and 
Flux of Humours was ſo prodigiouſly great, 
that I yerily believ'd, his whole Body would 
thereby have been diſſolvd. At every time 
we opened the Wound to dreſs it, which was 
twice a Day, more than a Pint of Matter 
came away, beſides what was diſcharg'd be- 
tween Dreſſings, which might be judg'd as 
much : In the mean time the Strength of the 
Wounded Perſon was more and more impair- 
ed, and his Body inſenſibly waſted away. 

I could aſcribe all theſe Accidents, to no- 
thing elſe but the Bullet, which remain'd in 
the Member: and this I the rather inclin'd 


to think, in regard that almoſt all the Bullets, 


that were drawn from Wounds during this 
Campagne, were full of Sublimat, or Glaſs ; 
and many others of other Metals, and Tin. - 
I adviſed with M. Conte , then at Lnſerne, 
Surgeon in Ordinary to his Royal Highneſs 
who being acquainted with the Order of Cure, 
and the Symptoms, was of Opinion, that by - 
Purging the Moifture might be dry'd *up 3 
this was accordingly put in practice. 
L 
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E was ſo eagerly deſirous. to effect this Cure, 
as if all my Reputation had depended upon 
the Succeſs : and indeed it appear'd, as if Pro- 
vidence had thereby deſigtd to open my Eyes, 
and to make uſe of me for the Relief of ma- 
ny others being qualified for that end, by the 
Experience I therein attain d. 

The Wounded Part was greatly diſordered 
by the Purging, yea in ſuch fort that I fearda 
Gangreen : the Fever was encreas'd ,, and the 
Patient had quitted all his Hopes, notwith- 
ſtanding the Aſſurance he had conceived, of 
being cur'd under my Hands. 

As for my ſelf, L began to deſpair; although 
it is my Humour never to give over my 
Wounded Patient, ſo long as Liſe continues: 
For his Thigh was all over livid, and the ſpa- 
ces between the Muſcles, yea all the Member, 
was fill'd and ſoak d with Matter, whith eve- 
ry Day increas'd, the Wound being as it were 
an inexhauftible Fountain. I conſidered with 
my ſelf a thouſand times, if there was any 
thing more I could do,or any thing further to 


be us'd. I had perform'd all that Art pre- 


ſcribes, to dry up that Matter wherewtth the 
Part was ever fill'd; having us d not only hard 
Bandge with expultive Compreſſes, to hinder 
its gathering together and abcde in the part; 
but alſo ſudorifick Decoctions, tho' albin vain. 
L was allo thinking, to make a Counter-Open- 


ing under the Thigh, to give 2 more free 


courſe 
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courſe to the Matter, and to hinder its Stay; 
but on ſecond. thoughts, I believ'd it would be 
to no purpoſe. 

M. Conte, and generally all who ſaw the 
Man, deſpair'd of his being cured ; and told 
me, that I vex*'d my ſelf in vain, as if all my 
Reputation had depended upon the Cure. | 

Although I had hitherto afſay'd all ſorts of 
Means in Vain, yet I was obſtinatly bent to 
find out ſome other Way, by my own Confide- 
ration; ſeeing the wounded Perſon himſelf was 
allo. deſperate. 

As I have formerly ſaid, I had hitherto- 
kept in the Wound a little Tent, abont two. 
Finger's. breadth long, and very loft: This I 
reſolv'd altogether to lay aſide, and to dreſs 
the Wound with a Pledget and Plaiſter only, 
and ſuch a Bandage, as might be fufficient to 
keep em on. 

This affrighted the poor dying Man; and it 
was with great difficulty that now I could ob- 
tain his Conſent, to have that power over 
him which of right belong'd to me, and what 
formerly he had ſo freely granted. 

In the Evening to my great Surpriſe, I 
found him in a much better Condition? The 
Matter came not away in fo great a quantity: 
That night he ſlept much better than ever yet 
he had done, ſince he receiv'd his Wound; 
and in the Morning I found him yet better: 


This Evening the Matter began to be of a 
good 
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good Conſiſtence, and to be diſcharg'd in mo- 


derate quantity. Henceforth I dreſsd: but 
once a Day. | | 

His Fever, which had continu'd from the 
beginning, left him altogether, the ſecund 
Day after the leaving out of the Ient; and 
from the fourth, he was dreſt only once every 
other Day ; he alſo began to eat, and to reco- 
cover his Strength: from the eighth Day no- 
thing further came from the Wound, and on 
the twelfth after the diſuſe of the Tent, he 


was intirely cur'd ; to the T ruth of which L 
call God to witnels. 


REFLECTION. 

This is the Cure, as I ſincerely proteſt, to 
which I have been moſt oblig'd. It was this 
Which made me embrace that Method, which 
now I expoſe to publick View; and which 
from this time forth ſuc@eded ſo happily 
with me: and it is certain, that I had infallibly 
cur'd my Patient at once of all his &iftempers, 
if I had continued but only for ſeven or eight 
Days, to uſe a Tent , tho' never fo {mall and 
ſoft. 

From this time forward, I reſolved to a- 
bandon the uſe of Tents, and to give my Ad- 
vice in this Affair to the Publick, when once 
an opportinuty ſhould preſent it ſelt. I com- 
municated my Deſign to M.Tkouvenot, Phytician 


in 
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in ordinary, and Chief Surgeon to their Royal 


Higbneſſes, a Man of great Learning and Expe- 


rience, to be efteem'd, as well for his profound 


Knowledge, as his eminent Vertue: And ha- 


ving related to him a diſcription of the Cure, 
he confirm'd me in my Opinion. 

It was here therefore, in the King's Hoſpi- 
tal ſettled at Brianſon, that I drew out ſeve- 
ral Obſervations which I had made, and ſome 
Accounts I had kept of many Cures, done in 
different Times and Places; in order to make 
up a Collection of them, together with ſome 
others done in this Hoſpital. | 

But to return to the preceding Curez it is 
convenient to obſerve, that tho' the Bullet 
was lodg'd in the Member, yet no Diſadvan- 
tage did thereupon enſu- to the Patient: 
which made me think for a time, that the 
Bullet, hitting upon the Belly of ſome large 


_ Muſcle, might have rebounded the fame way 


by which it enter'd. But I found my ſelf out 
in my Calculation: for being at Turin about 
a Year and half after this Cure; I was fent 


for, from the Cittadel where I ſtay d; and 


when I came, I found this fame Perſon whom 
I had cur'd of his Wound, who ſhew'd me a 
2 little Abſceſs that was form'd upon the old 
Scar. I opened it without Difficulty , and 
perceiving ſomething white and hard, with 
my Inftrument I drew out the Bullet, which 
was flat, with a piece of the Thigh-bone ſtick- 


ing 
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ing to it: The Ulcer was quickly cur'd with: 


out any I nconvenience, ; and never more re- 


turn d. 

Had I at firft Deng found out the Bul- 
let, to the Misfortune of the Wounded Per- 
ſon, I ſhould. have been oblig'd by Cuftom, 
and the Rules of our Art, to draw it forth; 
tho" it had been, as indeed it was, ſticking in 
ſuch a part of the Bone, as was encompaſs d 


with greateſt Depth of Fleſh. But for cer- 


tain, it could not have been got out with ſuch 


Eaſe ; or without Pain, and griveous Irritati- 


ons: Beſides I queſtion if the Patient, who 
was of a bilious Canftitution, could have born 
up, under ſo tedious, and painful an Operation; 
ſeeing an infinite number of Accidents had been 
rs, only by the touches of a little and 
very foft Tent, Wherefore I am perſwaded, 
and am bold to affirm, that it is not always 
necefiary, to draw forth the Bullet, when it is 
lodg'd in a Bone, that lyes deep under the 


Eleſh : Nature, that is much wiſer than we, 


has more gentle and eaſy ways; and beſt 
knows the time to free her ſelf of what is hurt- 
ful to her. 

Hippocrates in the fifth of his Epidemicks re- 
lates, that he drew forth the Head of an Arrow; 
from the Grow of a Man, after it remain'd /ix 


ren ſe that Time. 


Alexander 


Fears in his Body, without any Accident od 
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Alexander Benedictus reports, that a certain 


Man was wounded m the Back with an Arr OW, 


the Head whereof could not be got-ont, being 


bearded, and two Finger's breadth in. lengths 


hich yet two Months after the Wound was 


i Fred, the Patient voided by Stool. 


Hildanus in his 6th Obſervation tells us, that 


. e took out the point of a Knife, which had re- 
Nin d two years, among the acute Proceſſes of 
e Verterbre of the Loins, without ram 
* Accident there. 

Let us now therefore acknowledge that N. 
. is wonderful in her Operations! Theſe 


Examples, together with my own Experience, 


ad Reaſon, have made me very cautious in 
Edawing forth of Bullets, when they are not 


lodg'd in Places where they may marr, or 
quite deſtroy the Action of any Part; nor in 
danger of falling into ſome Cavity. 

This Cure, is of it ſelf enough to convince 
any one of the Advantage, and to eftabliſh the 
Credit of my Practice; it having been pub- 
lickly perform'd, yea-authoriz'd and approv'd 


by many learn'd Phyſicians, and skillful Sur- 
geons of the Court of Savoy. 


Since that time, I have in ſeveral Places, 


and in diverſe Hoſpitals, cured many, who 


have had their Thighs pierced quite through, 
without either Tents or Dilaters; fave only in 
the firft Dreiſing, for ſupporting and contain- 
ing the — — to ftop the Bleed- 


ing 


> - 
et 22 . 
4 549 — — — wy 


5 
N 
+, 
2 
a 
7 | 3 
LH 
4 | 2 
? 85 
FS. 
1 Wo 
3 
4 
1 
jo $7 
2 
* 
. 
5 1 
"4; 
: 5 
[4 1 
= 
- 
+ LF RR—__ 
= 
= 1 
8 G 
1 ? \ 
; Þ 
„ 1 
1 
» 
4 * A . 
1 
L bo 1 p 
\ 1 
133 
21. 
14 
Ig" 
k 
3 
f 7 
' 
l I 
, 4 
: . 
; 
: | 
14 
11 
* 
1 v. 
* 
7 
L 
19 


168 The Hoſpital Surgeon. 
ing. This is contrary to Pareus his Method, 
who in the thirty ſeventh Chapter of his tenth 
Book of Wounds affirms, that Wounds of the 
Thighs and Legs ought to be kept long open, 
that the corrupted Membranes may have timgy 
to ſuppurate and come away: as if, indeed, Nil 
ture that has brought ſolid Bodies, ſuch as Tron 
Bullets, Bones, &c. to the Orifice of Wounds 
even after they have been a conſiderable time 
cicatriz'd, as hath been formerly obſervq 
were not of ſuthcient Power and Sagacity, tg 
expell ſome Shreds of corrupted Membranes, 

But to avoid corrupting of the Part, ol 1 
Wounds muft be ſpeedily clos'd up; Tents and 
Dilaters laid aſide; the Air muft be careful 
excluded from the wounded Parts, great Su 
puratives muſt be caſhier'dz and we muſt dreſs 
as quickly, and as ſeldom as poſſible. 


—— 
„ 


CHAP. . 
Of the Knees. 


OBSERVATION XXVI. 


N the Year 1691. when I was at Pignerol, 

a Captain of a Battalion of the King's Re- 
giment, commanded by M. de Launay, was 
wounded in the right Knee with a Bullet, 
which 
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od, N which went in at the outward and middle, 
nth and came out at the inward and upper part 
thereof. He was dreft for four whole Months 
by a Snrgeon of the Army, very well skill'd in 
bis Imployment, but who followed the com- 
mon Method : He had alſo advis'd with the 
Surgeon Major of Pignerol, who had given o- 
yer hopes of the Cure. The Surgeon that had 
him under Cure, not thinking to make any 
long ſtay in this City, propos'd to me, after 
o long a time, to'undertake the Care of dreſ- 
ing him; which I al did. : 

1 Get five or fix Holes in his Knee, all of 
them fill'd with Tents that were hard, and 
long enough to reach to the Bottom. His 
Leg and Foot were ſwell'd, his Body very 
thin, and he had a flight Ferer, winch had ne- 
rer left him from the firſt time he receiv'd 
bis Wound, with perpetual Watchings, and 
— Loathing of all kind of Food. 

began to leave out all the Tents, and 

with a ſmall Inciſion at the loweſt Part 

thereof, I dilated the Wound: I laid afide the 
Aromatick Wine, that had been fo long us d 

to no purpoſe ; and left off the uſe of a certain 
injection, which being apply'd twice a Day, 
dy the Intolerable Pains it occaſion'd, had 
angled all the Joynt, and caus'd a communi- 
ation amongſt all the Holes, Which were ex- 
atly ſtopt with the Fing ers, every time that 
[ Medicine 
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Medicine was employ'd, that it might make 
ſome Stay in the Part. 1 

I dreſs'd him indeed with the Remedies 
that had been formerly us'd; but I took Care to 
apply them more conveniently, and to accom- 
modate em better to the Nature of the Par 
and of the Wound. ; i 

When I came to ſee him the Day following 
fo ſoon as he ſaw me he embrac'd me, an 
Fwore in the preſence of many Officers, that 
he was mnexpreſhbly oblig'd to me: And 
which was no leſs ſurprifing than true, he told 
me, that he had flept all Night, tho' he had 
not done fo,  fince the firft Day of his Wound 
that he felt no more Pain in his Knee, and be 
Heved his Fever was gone. 

He was ſo encourag'd with this. good Suc 
ceſs, that from that time forth he thought him 
Tex cured. For five or ſix Days, he wa; 
dreſs'd after the ſame manner once a Day 
and after that once every other Day; nei 
ther did I change the Oyntments and Pla 
ſters, which had been ſo long us'd before with 
out any Advantage. The Cure was compleat 
ed in leſs than a Month: After which I ad 
vis d him to go into his own Country, there tt 
uſe the Waters, in order to ſtrengthen th 
Part that was weakened by the frequent Drel 
ſing, and if poſſible to enable him freely to ei 


tend it. | 
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REFLECTION. © 


I7L 


It appears by this Cure, that a good Method 
is the moſt effectual Remedy, and the princt- 
pal Inſtrument in healing Wounds. If any 
Man will but be at the Pains, to ponder this 
Caſe, I doubt not but he will be convinc'd, 
that the Tents, the Injection, and the other 
humid things wherewith the Part was perpe- 
tually moiſtened, were the Cauſe of the de- 
plorable Condition of the Wound. Now if 


ſuch a thing, as it often falls out, had hap- 


pen'd to a common Soldier, under neceſſity of 
being ſent to an Hoſpital, and treated in the 


common Way; he muſt have endur'd twenty 


Deaths by the tedious and painful Dreſſings: 
yea, It is certain, that he could never have 
held up under them; being at the ſame time 
depriv'd of all neceſſary Conveniences, brea- 
thing in an unhealthful and corrupted Air, 
and having Food, neither ſo nouriſhing, nor 

given him at ſuch ſeaſonable times, as a Cap- 
tain might, who was willing to ſpare nothing, 
that might conduce to the Preſervation of his 


Life. 


Tha Acht E have given of this Cure, has 


nothing in it which is not exactly conformable. 
to the Truth. The Gentleman who was wounded 


himſelf made the ſame Relation to M. Goiffons, 
a very learn'd and experienc'd Phyſician ot 
T2 Lyon 
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Lyon, and Chief Phyſician of the King's Ar- 
mies in ltaly. 

Tis true, the Wounds of the Joynts require 
very great Care, there being few that are ob- 
noxious to more troubleſom Accidents : and 
when the Part is much ſhatter'd, they are 
judg d mortal. However I am very certain 
that great Abuſe is committed, in the man- 
ner of Dreſſing them; and this J judg'd my 
ſelf oblig'd not to conceal. 

The Joynts moreover, ars nervous or ten- 
ginous Parts, and are known to be of a cold 
and moift Temperament: wherefore they 
muſt be guarded from the Attacks of the Air; 
they muſt not be exaſperated by the Touches 
of Tents and Dilaters; putriſying Medicines 
muſt be ſuppreſs'd, becauſe they weaken the 
Parts to which they are apply'd, and ruin 
theſe that are nervous and tendinous. 

All theſe liquid things which are common- 
iy us'd, are alſo hurtful to the Joynts; ſuch 
as Aromatick Wine, Fomentattons, and Inje- 
<Htions, &c. Such things as are heating and 
drying are profitable: We muſt endeavour to 
hinder the Waſte of the Spirits, and ſeaſon- 
ably to perform the neceſſary Diverſions ; ob- 
ſerving a drying and flender Diet, and uſing 
to the Wound Sarcotick Medicines, ſuch as 
Balſams, or Spirit off Wine ; avoiding alſo 
long and frequent Dreſſings. If this Method is 
followed, all theſe Accidents, which ordina- 
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rily accompany Wounds of this Nature, wilt 


be preyented. 


Fabricius ab Aduapend ute, in his firſt Part, 
Book I. Chap. 49. treating of Wounds in the 
Joynts, ſays, That they are not only ex- 
treamly hard to be cur'd, but alſo dangerous 
and mortal; and he adds, that the Cure is 
dangerous and difficult, both in regard of their: 


own Eſſence, and alſo 'of that of the Joynts Þ. 
for Nature being the Caule that produces Fleſh, 
and fills up Wounds, is leſs vigorous in the 
Joynts, which are cold in Temper, and de- 
ſtitute of Blood and Fleſh, than elſewhere; 
eſpectally when weakened yet further by a 
Wound. 

Afterwards in the ſame Chapter, being ſup- 
ported by the Authority of Galen, in his third 


Book Of Fractures, he affirms, That whatever 


lies under the Skin, is advantag'd by being 
cover'd therewith: and conſidering that the 
Joynts are cold, without Blood, and without 
Fleſh, he fays that their natural Heat 1s ſoon. 


extinguiſhed, eſpecially when expos'd to the 


Cold of the Air. Theſe were the Thoughts 
of this Author, who was accuſtomed to uſe the 
Stitch on ſuch Occaſions, to protect this kind 


of Wounds, from the Injuries of the Air. 


He further adds in the ſame Chapter, that 


Wounds in theJoynts ought not to be left open, 
or exposd to the cold Air, becauſe thereby 
we run the hazard of quenching the Natural 


13 Heat, 
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Heat, and of a Gangrene; or if this ſhould 
not fall out, yet is there ſeldom feen any Di- 
geftion in the Wound, when ſo treated. 
Theſe Parts then, as hath been ſaid, are 
naturally very weak, deftitute of Heat, and 
plentifully watered with Moifture ; which by 
_ reaſon of the abounding Salts, is apt to con- 
tract an Acrimony-and Malignity ; eſpecially 
when it is retain'd in the Part with Tents ; 
Now this ſame Moiſture, infinuating it ſelf 
into the Pores of the nervous Fibers, fails 
not to harden them, and render them callous ; 
from whence 1t comes, that theſe Wounds of- 
ten end in Fiſtula s. Tis obſervable alſo, 
that if there happen any Change or Diſorder 
in the Blood, this Humour becomes ſo corro- 
five, that it rots the Bones, and deftroys the 
Parts where it comes. Long and frequent 


Dreſſing moreover, occafion the like Acci- 


dents, becauſe of the Admiſkon of the Air, 
that increaſes the force of the Acids, and ea- 


ply deftroys that ſmall Portion of Spirits and 


Heat, with which theſe Parts are furniſh'd. 
All theſe things are of the greateſt Impor- 
tance, and well deſerve our ſerious Confide- 
ration: and if Reaſon in any thing ought to 
prevail over Cuſtom, *tis chiefly here, where 
the Lite of Mankind is concern'd, which is a 
thing ſo precious, that it very well Merits our 
moſt particular Care. 
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After all, I am of the Mind, that the Autho- 
rity of fo fancas- a Perſon as Fabricius ab Aqua=-- 
pendente, ought to give ſome Reputation to my 
Opinion. But before J conclude this Chapter 
[ will moreover afhrm, that if Wounds in the 
ſoynrs are hard to be cur'd, and often degene- 
rate into Fiſtula's; this is not fo much owing 
to the weaknels.of theſe Parts, as to to the Man- 
ner, us d by moſt "_ of Surgeons, in dreſſing 
then! 


5 
— 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Of the Leg. 
OBSERVATION XXVII. 


Ne I Grandeur, who was of the Guards. 

of the Marſnall de Catinat, General of 

the King's Forces in Italy, being at the Siege 
of Luxemburg in the Year 1684. had received 
2 Wound, with the Shiver of a Granade, in 
the Ieft Leg, which left behind 1t an Ulcer 
near the inward Ankle, that had daffled the 
Care of the Surgeons. Z 

This Man. being at Pignerol, about the be- 

zinning of the Year 1692. took a Reſolution. 
to have his Ulcer cur'd, tho' it had been of a 
pretty long ſtanding, and was to him inſtead 
of an Iſſue. Here he finds a Surgeon pliant 
14 enough. 
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enough ; who, without foreſeeing what Acci. 
dents might follow, or conſidering the Evil 
Diſpoſition of Body, and the bad Conſtitution 
of the Patient, takes bim in Hand, drefleshim, 
and heals up this Ulcer. 

But in a little time after, he had am ple Oc- 
caſion to repent tbe raſhneſs of his underta- 
king: For the impure Humors of that un— 
wholſom Body, which had taken their Courſe 
that Way, not finding any Outgate, were by 
degrees gathered together in the Member, 
and by their Stay, arriv'd at a pitch of Malig- 
nity ſufficient to cauſe a Gangrene. 

On the middle and inward Part of the Leg 
there aroſe a Tumor, or ſwelling, which was 
. forthwith taken by his Surgeon, who had very 
little underſtanding in ſuch Caſes, for a Phlep- 
mon; whereupon without further Deliberation, 
he begins with s, which he repeated 
five or ſix Times. 

The Humour retain'd in the Part, not being 
able to come to a perfect Concoction, becauſe 
of the defect of Heat and Spirits, made its 
malignity appear, and corrupted a great Part 
of the Leg. The Gangrene appeared: And 
the Surgeon made an opening in the higheſt 
part of the Tumor, from whence came forth a 


little fœtial Lympba. But the Diſeaſe increa- 


fing every Moment, both the Patient and the 
Surgeon v were allarm'd, and ſought out for 
{ome 
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ſome Body to adviſe with, about cutting off 
the Member. 


I was order'd by the Marqueſs of Chamlay, . - 
who was then at Pignerol, to go ſee him, and 
to employ my utmoſt Care to retrieve him if 


poſſible, from that miſerable Condition. I 


made inciſions in his Leg, from the Knee to 


the Ancle on the inſide, and touch'd it with a 


very piercing Spirit ſo far as the Gangrene 
reach'd : I ordered for the Patient the ftrong: 
eſt Cordials, not forgetting Oriental Bear, 
and generous Wine, which I caus'd to be given 


him from time to time. 

Three Days paſs'd over, in ſpite. of all I 
conld do, before a Stop was put to the pro- 
greſfs of the Gangrene : The unſeaſonable 
Bleedings, his Diet, his Fever, and the other 
Evils with which he was oppreſt, had ſo im- 
pair'd his Strength, that nothing could be 
hop'd therefrom. 
Way wou'd be more_compendious and effectu- 
al, than that of Sweat, to withſtand the Evil 
in its Principle, and to eaſe Nature overwhel- 
ned with a World of Impurities : Wherefore 
| ad my Endeavour to procure it; and for 


that Purpoſe made him take one Evening a 


gentle Sudorificł. 
This Remedy had all the ſucceſs I could ex- 
7x& ; the Patient ſweated a little that Night, 
ich forthwith put a ſtop to the Courſe of- 
e Cangrene. The Eſcar came away but very 
13 flowly* 


NF 


Nevertheleſs, I judg'd no 


. 
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flowly, becaule ot the weakne(s of the Patient. 
But when this was intirely ſeparated, another 
Accident ſuperven'd, which threw us into a 
new perplexity : For a large Jendon that had 
been altered by the Gangrene, and was waſted 
by the Suppuration, being joyn'd to its Origi- 
nal by a ſmall Portion only, drew after. it the 
Matter; and notwithſtanding all our Care, 
form'd a very conſiderable Abſceſs under the 
Joynt of the Knee, which by enereaſing by 
little and little overſpread all the hinder Part 
of the Thigh. 

I dilated theWound, making a freſh Inciſion, 
wherein I put a very ſmall Dilater, to hinder 
its cloſing up: I us'd the Dilater for ſeven or 
elght Days, in which time the Matter increas'd, 
the Sinus was enlarg'd, and the Thigh (welld 
and became painful. 

- I refolv'd then, to find the moſt depending 
Part, that I might there make a Counter-O- 
pening, whereby to give a paſſage to the Hu- 
mors, and to hinder their Abode 1n the Part: 
ſo I made a mark without, upon the Place I 
deſtin'd for that Operation. 

Nevertheleſs, I was willing firſt, to try all 
other means I could think on: I begun to 
leave out the Dilater, which I had only kept 
between the Lips of the Wound, not ſuffering 
it to paſs into the Cavity of the Ulcer: ſo | 
dreſt the Wound only with a Pledget, and a 
Plaifter, and ſuch a Bandage as might keep 


them on. The 
0 P 
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The next Day, very little Matter came a- 
way; and the Day after that, yet leſs : The 
ſwelling, and Pain of the Thigh were dimi- 
nifht ;- the large and deep Sinus was filfd up 
in four or five Days ; thus the Operation I de-- 
ſign d was prevented, and the Patient cur'd in. 
ten or. twelve Days after. 


REFLECTION. 


'Tis no wonder, that very many able Sur-- 
geons, have been deceiv'd, without perceiv- 
ing it, in the too frequent uſe of Tents, and 
Dilaters, theſe fatal Inftruments ſeeing F.- 
who had. bid them open difiance. could not 
keep my ſelf from a Surpriſe : And indeed he 
muſt be a capital Enemy to em, and have ex- 
perienc'd their pernicious conſequences, who 


| can imagine that a thing fo ſmall, as this Tent: 


was, could occafion fitich confiderable Acci- 
dents. 

I was much amaz'd at this Event, and con-- 
irmed thereby in my Averſjon for Tents and 
Dilaters; reſolving now to uſe more Caution 
than ever, if I ſhou'd at any Time be neceſſi- 
tated to uſe them. 

I willingly own, that the Collection of Mat-- 
ter under the Thigh was not occaſion d by 
Tents: They are not always the Cauſe of 
Impoſtumations, nor of the Accidents that 
follow. Notwithſtanding their Uſe contributes 

much 
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much to delay the Cure, and to render the 
Symptoms were obſtinate, as may be ſeen by 
the preceeding Cure: For after the widening 
of the Sore, à free paſſage being given, the 
Matter would have been diſcharg'd inſenſibly, 
and without Intermiſſion, if it had not been 
hindered by the Dilater ; which, how little ſo- 
ever, was yet ſufficient to obſtru@ its paſſage. 

I hope then, I ſhall not be thought with- 
out good Reaſon, to have done my endeavour 
to put down the uſe of Tents, ſeeing it is attend- 
ed with ſuch -pernicious Conſequences. *Tis 
ealy to judge, that if a little Pilater, about 


the bigneſs of a middle-fiz'd Bean, was able to 


occaſion ſuch troubleſome Symptoms; a long 


and thick one, maſt have caus'd much more Ir- | 


ritation and Diſorder. If I had continued to uſe 
that Extraneous Body yet eight Days longer, 
it would have brought on a new Mortifica- 
tion, which at that Time, might have laid the 
Patient in his Grave, conſidering the deplora- 


ble Eftate he was reduc'd to by his former Di- 
ſtempers. 


CHAT 


% 
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CHAP. XXIX. 
Of another Hurt in the Leg. 
OBSERVATION XXVIIL 


[| N that ſame Year, when I was in the Hoſ- 


pital of Brianſon, there was brought thither 
a Soldier of the Colonels Company in Ca- 
tinat's Regiment of Foot, who had both 
the Bones of his left Leg broken together with 
a Wound, two Fingers breadth below the Gar- 
ter: This Accident befell him upon the Works 
of the foreſaid City. 

The lower part of the Tibia, came ont at 
the Wound, and paſs'd over its upper Part 
two Fingers breadth ; wherefore we were ne- 
ceſſitated to make a vigorous Extenſion, be- 
fore we could put all things in their right 
Place: We joyued the Lips of the Wound, 
and dreſs'd with Pledgets only; having made 
an Embrocation, to diſſolve a very conſidera- 
ble Bruiſe, to which-we apply'd our Diapalma 
diſſolv'd: Two or three Fingers breadth a- 
bove the Fracture, we encompaſs'd the Mem- 
ber with a little Roller, uſing another in like 
manner below it; the ſpace between we fill'd 
up with double Compreſſes, dipt in Wine or 
Brandy: under the Leg we us d a Paſt-board, 

| ro 
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to hinder its bending at the Fracture, and o- 
ver this the Bandage with eighteen talls; Fi- 
nally, having made all faſt with the Juncks, 


and their furniture; Diverſions were made in 


due time, and a Courſe of Diet ordered. 

By reaſon of the Contuſion, we were forc'd 
to dreſs once a Day; which we did without 
undoing the Rollers, or giving any trouble to 
the Member; and when I faw the Bruiſe, be- 
gin to be diſſipated, from which I had fear'd 
ſome Accidents, he was dreſs'd but once in 


two Days: On the twelfth Day, we took off 


the Rollers, that we might ftraiten them a 
Iittle 3 which we did in ſuch a manner, that 
the Bones remain'd ftreight and unmov'd; the 
Wound then had begun to fil! up; and there 
was not the leaft Exfoliation, nor Separation 
of any Bone. | 

The Wound was compleatly cur'd ju fitne- 
teen or twenty Days; after which we us'd the 
Rollers, with Splents and the Juncks upon the 
Place of the Fracture. 

This Patient was pretty fortunate in this, 
that during the Cure he had not felt the leaft 
Difturbance, or Inconventence ; notwithſtand- 
ing of the Unwholſomneſs of the Beds in the 
Hoſpitals of the Army:. After fourty Days 
the Juncks were laid afide, and he began to 
walk with Crutches; and in a Month after he 
returns to the Regiment. | 


REFLEC- 
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REFLECTION. 


By this Cure, which was publickly per- 
ftorm'd, 1t- appears; that it is not abſolutely 
neceſſary,” to widen the Wound in complica- 


ted Fractures, as ſome are of Opinion; for 


lo ſoon as it is dilated, the Cavity is filPd with 
Matter, that ſlides in between the broken 
Bones; and being once there, it is impoſſible 
to bring it away, or hinder its Stay; and thus 
it alters and rots the Bone which it touches 
it dilutes and depraves the nutricious Juice 
thereof, mixing with it, and rendring it un- 
fit for breeding a Calm: Finally, it cauſes 
Exfoliations and Separations of Bones from the 
Extremities of the Fracture; and oftentimes 
{liding along the Bone upon the Perioſteum, 
produces Abſceſſes, and Sinuſſes very hard to 
be curd. | 

The Patient all this time, is in very great 
danger; chietly in an Hoſpital, where he is 
every day tormented once, and often twice, 


with long and painful Dreſſing. Tone Part is 


weakened, and the whole Body waſted away. 
Beſides *tis obſervable that but few Fractures 


that are accompany'd with a Wound, are ever 


cur'd in Hoſpitals, eſpecially when dreſs'd ac- 
cording to the ordinary Method ; and above 
all, theſe of the Thighs and Legs, where the 
Wounded is confin'd to his Bed, are moſt ſet 
dom cur'd. Among 
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Among all the Ancients that I have read, 

I fiad none that more favours my Method of 
_ treating complicated Fractures, than Fabricius 
4b. Aguapendente 3 3. for in his firſt Part, Book 4. 
Chap. 9. and in many other Places of his 
Works, he is not for dilating ſuch kind of 
Wounds ; but leaves the Separation of Bones 
to Nature's conduct: And tho' he expect, 
that ſome Splinters of Bones are to come away, 
yet he fails not to ſtitch up the Wound: For, 
fays he, Nature will never cure a Wound, in 
that Place where a Bone is to be excluded 5 


up ſuch Wounds; which we ſhall not be able 
to effect, unleſs Nature Judge it convenient, 


unprofitable. 


wherefore we ought to endeavour, to heat 


and find that their remaining open would be 


po IS 


CH AnP. NA 
Of a third Wound in the Leg. 


call'd La pierre, was ſent from Mont Dau- 
pbin, to the Hoſpital at Brainſon, who laboring 


inner Bone of his right Leg broken about the 


18 the fifteenth of June, 1698. a Maſon 


on the Fortifications of that Place, had the 
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middle, with a Wound fix Fingers breadth 
jong, and two in width. This was one of the 
moſt conſiderable Fractures that had come un- 
der our Care in this Hoſpital, and yet one * 
theſe that were ſooneſt cur'd. | 

After we had reduc'd the Fracture, we 
joyned the Wound, and dreft it with a good In- 
carnativez we fomented where it was neceſſary, 
and put on the Dreſſings in the manner above. 
deſcrib'd, we perform'd the uſual Diverſions, 
and left all untouch'd for three Days. We 
dreft it a ſecond time after the ſame manner, 
letting it alone again other three Days: In 


fine, at the fourth dreſſing, that is upon the 


twelfth Day from the firſt dreſſing, the Wound 
was quite fill'd up, and more than half skin'd 
over; wherefore ſtraightway, as gently as 
was poſſible, we took off the Bandage with 

| eighteeen tails, uſing inſtead thereof Rollers, 
with light and eaſy Splents upon the Fracture : 
no Accident happen'd during all the time. In 
fourty Days ſpace he was able to walk with 
Sticks, which alſo he laid aſide ſoon after. 


REFLECTION. 


This wounded Man was ſhewed as a Prodi- 
gy, to all who came to the Hoſpital. Tho' 
this Cure had been the only one, I had ever 
perform'd this way; yet the Succels I had 
therein, had been ſufficient to convince me of 

; the 


186 The Hoſpital-Surgeorr. 
the Excellency of this Method ; and to en- 
gage me to follow it during my Life. But 
ſeeing it is moreover ſupported and approv'd 
by Authors ,- and confirmed by many other 
Cures of a like Nature; all the pretended Rea- 
ſons that may be brought againft it, will 
prove too weak to overthrow it, and will de 
flighted by all Men of good Senſe, and Lovers 
of the Truth: And whatfoever may be fat in 
order to cenſure it, will be ſo far from leſſening 
its Merit, that it will rather heighten the E- 
ſteem taereof. 
In the laſt Part of this Work, where I treat 
of Eractures that are attended with a Wound, 
I give ſome Reaſons, further to Joftify this way 
of Practice. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


Another Caſe, whereby this W — of Dreſ- 


ſing complicated Fractures 
is confirm d. 


OBSERVATION XXX. 


the Legs, 


Soldier call'd La Violette, of the Regiment 

of Nivernois, and Company of Bonal, was 
brought to the Kings Hoſpital, ſettled at the 
Abby of Oulx, on the firſt of May 1696. He 


had 
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ad two Wounds upon the Os ſincipitis of the 
right fide with the Bone uncover'd; all his Face 
was bruis'd 3 three of the true Ribs on the 
ame Side, were forc'd inwards ; he had many 
Bruiſes on his Body; his right Arm was out 
of Joynt 3 and the Hand all torn; both his 
Legs were broken and. fhatter'd, the Right 
one without a Wound, and the Leſt with one: 
All which Havock was caus'd by a Fall from a 
rery high Rock, near the Barrier of the Fort 
D 

All his wounds were dreſ'd, but theſe of 
his Head, which were not obſerv'd till the 
rext Day. His Arm was reduced; his right 
Leg, which was broken about three Fingers 
breadth above the Ancle; was dreft with the 
circular Bandage; the left with that of eigh» 
teen tails 3 the Tibia was broken to pieces in 
the middle 3 many of the Splinters were out 
of their Places, being unloos'd from the Bone 
at one End; and fo ceuld not he brought toge- 


ther, and altogether ſet right in the firft 


Prefſings ; the Orifice of the Wound was not 
large, and we did not dilate it: It bled indif- 
ferent much for the three or four firſt Days. 
| let the bleeding ſtay of it ſelf, without u- 
ſin | Ac I let him Blood many Times, 
both in regard of the Contuſions and Fractures, 
and alſo becauſe of the forcing in of the Ribs, 
which occafion'd a great difficulty of breathing. 
lcaus'd a hole to be made in the Straw-Bed 

aug 
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and Cloathes, which was ſowed round, to af 

ford him the conventency of going to Stool 

without being removed; it being impoſſible 

to touch him, without putting him to grievouz 
Torments. The Wounds in the Head were 

ſoon fill'd up, without any apparent Exfoliati- 

on; the Bruiſes in his Face were remov'd; 
his Ribs were reftor'd by means of fticking 
Plaifters ; and the difficulty of breathing, con- 
tinu'd but for ſix or ſeven Days: The Diſlo- 
cation of his Arm, and the Wounds of hiz 
Hand gave us no trouble: The ſimple Frac- 
ture, tho the Bone was ſhatter'd, was not fol- 
low'd with any Accident: the Wound of the 
compound one, was compleatly heal'd in eight 
or nine Days; after which, we put little Bo- 
ſters upon the protuberant pieces of the ſhat- 
tered Bone, tying them on with Rollers; 
which had ſo good ſucceſs, that at the next 
Dreſſing, no inequality was to be ſeen. A. 


bout the fortieth Day after the receiving bis Fal 
he was able to ſtand; up with Crutches; and 
his left Leg that had the complicated Fracture, 
was ſtronger and more clever, than the Right, 
that had the ſimple one only,; which Was 


much admir'd by many. 


REFLECTION: 


This Cure may be of excellent Ude, to eſta» 
bliſh the Credit of the others, if there is any 
need. 
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need thereof. That which makes it remarka- 
le, is, the two Fractures of a different Kind, 
in the ſame Perſon, one of them being compli- 
cated, which yet was ſooneſt cur'd ; and the 
Patient was able to uſe the Leg wherein it was, 
before the other. M. Davejan, and M. Mi- 
cbellet, the King's Phyſicians in this Hoſpital, 
knowing Men, and beyond all Exception, 
vere Witneſſes of what I have here related 
and know that I have added nothing to the 
Truth: *tis thought. alſo, that this is the firft 
time, that a complicated Fracture was dreft 
after this manner in this Hoſpital, tho? it be of 
a pretty long-ſtanding. Theſe ſame Gentle- 
men have oftentimes ſeen, Wounds no leſs con- 
iderable then theſe, brought by the ſame Me- 
thod to a ſpeedy and happy Cure. 

I believe indeed, that the ftrong Conſtitu- 
tion of the Patient, conduced much to the 
good Succeſs of the Cure; but it is no leſs true, 
that the requiſite Diverſions were not delayed, 
hereby whatever might have occaſion'd trou- 
dleſome Accidents, was remov'd: moreover. he 
nas gently. treated in dreſſing, and the Sores 
ere not exaſperated, ſo that in the firſt Days 
e felt but a very ſlight Pain: He refted well, 
ind was able to take with much eaſe, en 
vod as was proper for him. | 
You will very ſeldom fee, a wounded * 
on in fo deplorable a Condition, as this Man 
as; All the Parts of his Body, were either 
wounded, 


190 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 


wounded, or bruis'd : Had but any Accident 
followed, Death had been unayoidable, and 
our Care in vain: and if the Diſſolvents and 
Dtapboreticks , had not unloaded the Parts, 
promoting the Circulation of the Blood, and 
Courſe of the Humors by a gentle and inſens- 
ble Tranſpiration, I doubt the Event had 
neither been ſo ſudden, nor ſo deſirable. 

*Tis well known, that in Practice, there 1; 
a great difference made between Eractures not 
accompanied with a Wound, and thoſe that 
are ; in many Places, the latter are accounted 
very hard to be cur'd, and often are Judg'd in- 
curable ; eſpecially thoſe of the lower Extre- 
mities, that indiſpenſibly oblige the Patient to 
keep his Bed. 

I don't queſtion but very many, eech 
the Admirers of Antiquity, will find fault with 
this Method, and rejett my Rules; but let them, 
with all my Heart, charitably oblige the Pub- 
lick, with more eaſy and more ſure Ways, 
and confirm them with unqueſtionable Expert 
ence, and I promiſe them, to be among tbe 
Vrſt that ſhall embrace their Party. 


CHAP, 


. 
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„CH AP. XXII. 
Of the Feet. 
OBSERVATION XXXI. 


CET the 25th of June of the fame 
Year 1696, an Iriſh Gentleman, call'd 
John Donougbal, Nephew to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Atblone, was brought to the Hoſpital of 
Brianſon , having been wounded at an Action 
in the Valley of Barcelonetta. He was ſhot 
into the right Foot: and the Bullet entring on 
the upper and foremoſt part of the Metatarſus 
towards the Side, was lodg d between two 
Bones of the ſame Part. 


A Surgeon, upon the Spot, did er 1 
he could, to draw out the Bullet, by the ſame . 


way it entred; but his Endeavours por 
fruitleſs, 


The firft Day that I dreſt it, after 1 had 
conſider d the Wound, and obſerv*d the Way 
of the Bullet, I found it could not be got out, 
unleſs a Counter-Opening were made; which 
accordingly was done, at the middle and hin- 


der Part of the Metat arſus, and the Bullet was 


drawn out with very ketle Pain. 


The 
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The Wounds were dreſt according to our 
Method, with Embrocations over all the Part; 
Diverſions were not omitted, and he was dreſsd 
but once a Day with our ſimple . 
and the Plaiſter of diſſolv'd Diapalma. 

The Ejcar being ſeparated, no great Suppu- 
ration enſu'd; no Bones came away, at leaft that 


we could obſerve: henceforth he was dreſt but 


every other Day, and was cur'd in thirty 
Days, or thereabouts; after which time he re- 
turn d on Foot to his Regiment. 


REFLECTION. 


*Tis almoſt univerſally known, that Wounds 
.of the Extremities, accompany'd with a Frac- 
ture, are tedious and troubleſom to be cur'd : 
the Tendons and Nerves that here abonnd, 


make theſe Parts of a quick Senſe, and render 


the Wounds therein, obnoxius to grievous Ac- 
cidents ; therefore it is that they require to be 
dreſsd with much Gentleneſs, and Remedies 
particularly ſuited to em. I have elſewhere 
remark'd, that Tents, and putrifying Medicines, 
are extreamly hurtful to Nervous and Tendi- 
nous Parts, wherefore I ſhall ſpeak no more of 
them. I ſhall only here take notice, that 
ſome prepoſſeft Perſons have had the confi- 
dence to ſay, that this Way of Drefling, ſo 
gentle and fo eaſy, has ſomething of Raſhneſs 
in it; that it is very dangerous to omit the 
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Circumftances obſerv'd by the Ancients ; that 
their Rules, were not laid down without good 
Reaſon; and that their Method, in Fine, 
ought to be put in Practice among the Soldi- 
ers. Tho' Reaſon and Experience are both on 
my Side; yet I am ready further to maintain, 
that this Method has nothing of Temerity in 
it, ſeeing it follows the Footſteps of Nature, 
which ought ever to be our Guide in the Cu- 
ring of Wounds. We can never go aſtray, if 
we follow her Conduct; and if we ſwerve from 
her Paths, we can't but fall headleng into 
Dangers. | 

Mercover, it is no leſs neceſſary, to be an 
able Surgeon, and expert in Practice, in order 
to manage a Cure according to this Method, 
that appears ſo eaſie; than according to the 
common way of Practice, which is full of fo, 
many Circumſtances that are ever unprofita- 
ble, and oftentimes pernicious. And we may 
reaſonably preſume, if our Method has been ſo 
ſucceſsful, when prattis'd on Soldiers dieted and 
dreſs' d in an Hoſpital, where the Air is often- 
times infected; that it will yet be much more 
ſo when uſed towards Patients, who have all 
the Conveniences of Life, and who breath in a 
pare Air. 
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C AAP. XXIII. 
Of the Feet. 


OBSERVATION XXXIE 


Hen I was at Luſerne, in theYear 1688. 
2 Soldier of the Trained-Bands, was 
brought to the Hoſpital there; who had re- 
ceiv'd a ſhot in his right Foot, that was pretty 
remarkable for the way of the Bullet; which 
was of a very ſmall Size. It enter'd at the 
inward and middle part of the great Toe, and 
came out at the end of the little one; no Ex- 
coriation appearing either above or below. 
The firft and ſecond Bones of the great 
Toe were broken: the ſecond. of the three 
next, were intirely cruſtfd to pieces; and the 
laſt of the little Toe in like manner. 
When we parted the Toes one from ano- 
ther, a great many little pieces oſ Bones were 
to be ſeen, which ſeem'd only to hang by 2 
*Fhread. I firſt ſet to rights every Bone by 
it ſelf ; and afterward ſet them in order one 
with another: between every Toe and its fel. 
low, I gently ſlipt in a little piece of Linnen, 
dipt in Spirit of Wine ; and I made ſmall 
Compreſſes pretty hard and longiſh, which I put 
N above 
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above, and. under the Toes, in form of Splents, 
being wet alſo with Spirit of Vine: I wrapt 
all up i Linnen, without Oyntments or Plai- 
ſters; and ſupported the Foot with a Sole, 
luſtaining all with an eaſie Bandage. 

1 took off the Preſſings after two Days, and 
without removing the little pieces of Linnen 
between the Toes, I fomented all the Part 
with Spirit of Wine, and dreſs'd it as before: 
the Suppuration was but very ſmall ; 3 and in- 
deed it was with Deſign to prevent it that I 
ns'd nothing but the Spirit of Wine; which 
was the only Remedy I employ'd to conipleac 
the Cure: this was effected in about three 
Weeks time, without the coming away of the 


leaſt bit of the Bones, tho* they had been 


intirely ſhatter'd to Pieces. 
REFLECTION. 


All Experience aſſures us, that 'tis Nature 
and a good Methed that effe& the Cure, and 
not at all either the great Labour, or vaſt 
Charges beſtowed upon it. If I had uſed in 
this Caſe the ordinary Oyntments and putre- 
fying Medicines, they wonld have occaſion'd a 
plentiful Suppuration , whereby the Splinters 
of the Bones had been looſen'd, and brought 
away, the Cure had been delayed, and poſſi- 
bly the Toes loſt ; which had been enough to 
render che Patient lame for all his Life. 
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Tho' this Cure is not of great Conſequence, 
yet the Conduct therein us d, may ſuffice to ſhew, 
that the Bones do eaſily enough ena when 
they enjoy the neceſſary Repoſe; When the 
Air has no time to alter them, or to exert its 
Efficacy in the Wound ; and-when the uſe of 
Suppurative Remedies is laid afide, which 
are ever hurtful, as has been above obſerv'd ; 
and I will here add, as to the laſt mention'd 
Medicines, I know no kind of Wound, in 
what part of the Body ſoever, that does ab- 
ſolutely ſtand in need of them. 

But left I ſhould weary my Reader, with 
unprofitable Repetitions, I ſhall content my 
felf, with having deſcrib'd the two precedin 
Cures of Iounds in the Feet: tho' in this Ho 
pit al, we have had a great number of this 
Nature through our Hands, that have had a 
moſt Happy and comfortable Event. 


— 
— 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
The Concluſion of the Second Part. 


I my weak Reaſonings, and the Authorities 
I have adduc'd ,, together with the Expe- 
riences, which 1 have faithfully related, ſhall 
not prove ſufficient, to convince ſome Perſons 
of the Excellency of my Method; I have only 
one —_ to make, to ſuch as ſhall with-hold 

their 
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their Approbation, which is, that they wou'd. 
make a 7rial therecf themſelves. 

I could have recited, a very great number 
of Cures, like unte theſe contain'd in this ſe- 
cond Part: I could have defcrib'd the Cures I 
have pertormed on wounded Perſons in my 
Travels; or in the my, where Occaſions of 
this Nature daily preſent themſelves, becauſe 
of the Actions that ordinarly fall out: ſuch 
are thoſe of the Valley of Barcelonetta, and the 
Battel of Ma, ſeills, fought Oct. 4. 1693. But 
this would have been, for the moſt part, to 
fay the ſame things over and over again; all 
theſe Cures being aun d well nigh after the 
fame Way. 


I ſuppoſe, it will be eaſily. enough believ'd, 


that I could have enlarged the bulk of this 


Volume, 'with many other Obſervations ;" ſex+ 
ing it is a Truth, that in four Years time, 
wherein I have been in this Place, more than 
three Thouſand Perſons have gone from it com- 
pleatly cur'd. | 

Some there are, who, not being able to difs 
cover the genuin Cauſe, of the deſirable Suc- 
cels, that has attended the Cures, done in 
this Hoſpital; and willing to blaſt the Repu- 
tation of a Metbod, to which only they were 
owing; have attributed all to Chance, and 
have given out that we have been accompani- 
ed with an Extraordinary Good Fortune ; as if 
rs, the Curing of Wounds were like a 


3 Game. 
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Game at Cards, or throwing of Dice; or as 
if blind Chance had any thing to do, where 


Experience and good Conduct are fo indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary. 
I have hitherto only treated of ſuch Wonach 


28 were very conſiderable, and were almoſt all 


ſomewhat complicated: from whence I hope 


it will be believ'd, that ſimple Wounds, where - 


with I was unwilling to fill up this Part, were 
cur'd, after this Method, with much more 
Speed and Eaſe, than thoſe here related. 

It may poſſible be thought ſtrange, that in 
certain Cures of fingle Centinels, deſcrib'd in 
this ſecond Part, I have declared that I us'd, 
on different Occaſions, the Balſam of Peru z 
which is ſcarcely probable, conſidering the 
Place, and the Condition of the Perſons, 
This I own; and do nevertheleſs aver, that I 
have faid nothing but the Truth: But when 
it is conſidered, that his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of Savoy, ſent his Apothecary to Luſerne, 
with Orders to ſupply himſelf from thence, 
with whatever was moft precious; and to fur- 
niſh a moſt compleat Shop of Medicines, for 
the Hoſpital of that Place, what I have ſaid 
will eaſily be beliey'd; ſeeing not only that 


Remedy, but alſo Pearls, Bezoar, and the moſt 
coſtly Cordials, were bought up, and us d 


freely, and without Diſtinction. 
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CHAP. I. 


The De ſign of this Part: And what it 
contain. f 


Ltho' in the 1 parts be] 

this Book, where I declare the Ad- 
A vantages, and Excellency of this IWay, 
confirming the ſame by Reaſon, Au- 

tbority, and manifold Experiences, I have ſuffi- 
ciently made known my Practice, with Relati- 
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on to Wounds ; yet, becauſe it is there deli- 
vered without any Method, and with frequent 
Interruptions, being interwoven with my Rea- 
ſonings and Obſervations, - I ſhall for the Eaſe, 
and Advantage of my Reader, but eſpecially of 
the young Surgeon, in this third Part give a ge- 
neral Proſpe&,as it were at once, of all the Parts 


of my Practice; and that not only in what con- 


cerns Wounds, to which I-principally confin'd 
my ſelf in the two former Parts, but alſo in o- 
ther Cafes, that fall under the Surgeon's Care, 

I will likewiſe here, ingenuouſly and with- 
out Reſerve, give a Deſcription of the ſimple 
and eaſy Remedies which I have us'd as well in 
the Cure of Wounds, as in that of other Diſtem- 
pers that come within the Juriſdiction of Surge- 
ry; the happy and comfortable Effects that I have 
ſo frequently ſeen produc'd by them, is e- 
nough in my Opinion, to recommend them to 
the Efteem and Uſe of the Wiſe and unpreju- 
dicated Artiſt, and who candidly deſigns the 
Good of ſuch of his fellow Creatures, as fly 
to him for a Refuge in their Diſtreſs. | 

Finally, I will as I go along, deliver ſome 
Olſervations very inſtructive, and uſeful to il- 
luſtrat and confirm the Subjects, for the ſake 
of which they are addac'd : to which, when 
neceſſary, RefleFions ſhall be ſubjoynid. _.l 

ſhall begin with Tumors and Abſceſſes. | 
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CHAT, U.. 
Of Tumors and Meſs, 


a Bertrand; a Phyſician of MPs , 
M:: in his New Reflections upon Acid and Al- 
kali; gives, in few Words, a very clear, and 
exact Notion of the Nature of Tumors. But 
ſeeing I am confined , by my prepoſed De- 
ſign, only to declare my Practice with reſpe& 
to them; thoſe who defire to ſearch into their 
Cauſes, 2nd examine their Differences, muſt 
confult ſuch ne as have written Upon 
them. 

The Moderns, are nowwalT agreed with the 
Ancients, in this Matter; for ſince the Circula- - 
tion of the Blood has been found out, the true 
Cauſes of many Accidents, that fall out in the - 
Cure of Tumors, have been diſcover'd, which 
the Ancients explain d, in a manner ö 
different. 

Wherefore, ſeeing a :Diſcae, aſter its Nature 
is underſtood, is eaſy to be'cur'd, if one brings 
but a little Application of Mind; the young 
Surgeon, will do well to ſearch into the Cau- 
ſes of Tumors, in the Works of the Moderns, 
where alſo he will find ſuitable Remedies. Et W | it 
nullerus in his Medicinal Surgery, deſeribes a 
) yy, | | 
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great number of very proper Medicines ; as 
2)fo M. Verdue in his Book call'd FEI. de 
Chirurgie. n 

This only I will ſay by the by; that the 
Tumors that are accompanied with Inflamma- 
tion, ſuch as a Phlegmon, and an Eryfpelas, have 
more need of Diſſolving than Repercuſſive Medi- 
cines I was confirm'd by Experience in his O- 
_ Pinion, and the Truth thereof at this Day is 
not doubted ; tho' yet it is contrary to the 
Rules of the Ancients: For a Phlegmon pro- 
ceeding from an internal Cauſe, according to 
the Moderns, is nothing elſe but an ObftruQi- 
on of the Veſſels ; and that from an external 
Cauſe may be accounted of the ſame Nature, 
This Accident does very commonly happen in 
Gunſh9t-Wounds ; Uuder which Head, we will 
ſpeak a Word or two thereof. 

According to theſe Principles, Reſolvents 
are abſolutely neceſſary in order to fulfil the 
firſt Intention, which is to diſſolve or to cauſe 
tranſpire the accumulated - Humor. 

An Exyſipelas, according to theſe ſame Mo- 
derns, is caus'd by a ſubtil and Volatil Acid, 
diffus'd over the St in, or the Mufcles : Difotving 
Medicines are alſo proper in this Diſeaſe: 
Spirit of Wine prepar'd with Camphire, the Su- 
gar of Lead, or Elder-Vinega! may be us d. 

The Accidents that follow upon a great E- 
ryſepelas, are frightful and violent. I remem- 
her, that when I was at Luſerne, a certain 

Perſon 


The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 203 
Perſon who had a Fever, was ſeiz d with a like 
Piſtemper; it reach d from the middle of thꝰ 
Thigh to the Heel: He was not fo wiſe, as to 
give us notice of it in time, but kept the whole 
Part out of the Bed for a whole Night, in 2 
pretty cold Sea ſon; which caus d ſuch a Re- 
percuſſion, that on the Morrow all the Part 

uU gangren'd, and all our Care and Diligence 

could not prevent its intire Mortification; for. 

ia a very little time the Gangrene turn'd to - 

. BW Sphacelus. Before he dy'd the one half of his 

Body was intirely corrupted and putrify d: 1 

never ſaw fo dreadful a Sight, or ſmelt ſo in- 

1 Wl tolerable a Smell: For not only the Hoſpital, 

„but even the whole City was in danger of be- 

ning infected thereby, when he was yet alive. . 

1 When an Eryfpelas, will not yield to diſſol- 

ving Remedies, we onght without delay to 

have recourſe to Scarification of the whole 

Part, to give a paſſage to the Blood; and 

moreover we ſhou'd foment the whole Part 

with Spirit of Wine prepar'd with Campbire, or 

ſome other Spirituous and piercing Liquor: Vi- 

negar, wherein Sal armoniac is diſſolv'd, or com- 

non Salt when that is wanting, may alſo de 
us d. Notwithſtanding it is not to be thought 

that Repelling Medicines, are altogether to 

be laid afide 3 only tis fit we know how to uſe - 

E. them in ſuitable Occaſions, 

m- In the Lear 1693. M. Dechamp, then Com- 

ain mander of the third Battallion of Sault, but 

ſon | ; ED nowWwW 


204 The Hoſpital-Surgeon- 
now Lieutenant Colonel of the ſame Regiment, 
having an Eryfipelas in his Leg, had been treat- 
ted, with the Diſſolving Remedies preſcrib'd 
by the Moderns, for three Weeks time, with. 
out perceiviug any advantage thereby: where- 
upon he caus d himſelf to be brought to this 
Town, that he might be under my Care; 
and being inform d by him of what Remedies 
had been us d, I thought fit to apply Repercuſ- 
fves 3 and in eight Days after he departed, be- 
ing intirely cur d. In order to a prudent Uſe 
of Remedies, the Age, and the Conſtitution of 
the Patient, the Seaſon of the Year, and the 
Nature of the Part affected are duly to be con- 
ſidered. But I ſhall not further inſiſt __ a 
Subjett, from which I haften. 
Now as for 46ſceſſes of all ſorts, which Soft 
come under our Hands in this Hoſpital; and 
have been cur'd with an Expedition that may 
appear incredible, I will only  fay this; 
that judging it ſufficient, to make a large 
opening in them, I left the reft to the 
ſage conduct of Nature; not forgetting however 
general Remedies, and the ordering of Diet. 
But as for the dreſſing of the Ulcer, I only usd 
a ſimple Pledget, cover'd with the moſt common 
"Medicines; and ſometimes in caſe of a Cavity 
ſmall Compreſſes for expelling the Humor; alſo 


a Plaiſter, with a ER r to keep it 
on. | 
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The great number of thoſe, who have been 
wa in this Hoſpital, according! ! t0ji this 
Method, and cured in a Yory! imall time, is a 
moſt wholly beyond Belief. | 

When the Orifice 1 is not ſtopt up with an FR 
traneous Body, tis evident that the Matter can 
make no Stay in the Parts, but will come away 
without Intermiſſiun ; and the Parts, that were 
thereby kept at ſome diſtance from one ano- 
ther, come together, and at the ſame time, do ale 
together expel what may there be containd; 
and leave no empty Space, for the Collection 
or Abode of what is, uſeleſs and inconvenient: 
Hence the Parts are united, Nature acts at her 
Freedom, whoſe: Balſam generates Fleſh better 
than all the Remedies in Pharmacy. 

I hope I may preſume, that none will think, 

I would have continued in the Uſe of this Me- 
thod, for ſo long time, had I not experienc'd 
its deſirable Effects, in a thouſand Occaſions ; 
and I could ſafely take my Oath, that never 
any the leaſt Accident, happened to anyzof 
thoſe, who were dreſs'd after this manner: 
Every one may believe as he thinks good of 
what I ſay; but I dare aver, that I am much 
more careful that what I ſay ſhould be True, 

than that it ſhould be Perſmaſtve. 
As for Scrophulous Tumors, or a Broncbocele, 

I have not found any Remedy ſo ſucceſsful as 

Mercury; and I believe, in the Opinion I have 

of 1 i, Lam enot ſingular ; the many Experi- 

ences 
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ences I have had thereof, make me much to va- 
Ine it. He that well underſtands the Cale and 
Nature of theſe Evils, and withall the Vertwes 
and Uſes of the Remedy whereof I ſpeak, will 
agree with me, that this only can effect a 
Compleat Cure. But all conſiſts in the difcreet 
Uſing thereof: the beft of Remedies and the 


moſt exquifte Inftraments, are evet dange- 
rous, when manag d by Surgeons that are void 


of Knowledge and Experience. I may poſſi- 
bly, one Day make known to the Publick, 
the Way which I have ſucceſsfully us'd, to 
bring to a perfect Cure, a great number of 
ſuch Maladies as I now ſpeak of, and theſe the 
moſt obſtinate and inveterate of their Kind. 


8 8 * * 
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, e ee 
Of a Gangrene. 


A Gangrene is an Accident, that occafions 
very much Trouble in the Hoſpitals of 


the Army. I ſhall ſay nothing of its Cauſes. 


M. Thevenin has fully treated of this Matter ; 
and M. Cauſape , in his Book Of Fevers, has 
given a brief Diſcourſe thereon upon diffe- 
rent Principles. Young Surgeons may betake 
themſelves to- the reading of Eper for their 
Inſtruction herein. 


Wherefore 


= "oi 


W herefore omitting this, I ſay, that here 


we have no time to loſe, but muſt immediate - 


Iy apply our ſelves to ſtop its Progreſs, and to 
avoid the fatal Conſequences. When the great 
Veſſels are thereby intirely intercepted, in a 
Member that may be cut off; the beſt Way 
is to come ſpeedily to Operation, without at- 
tending a Sphacelus ; for the Gangrene goes on 
fo ſwiftly in a ſmall time, that the ſound Parts 


care aſſaulted , before ever we can well know | 


what we are a doing; 


A Gangrene often happens in GurſterWounds, 
if it is not prevented; as alſo in Bruiſesz in 
Wounds made by cutting, or bruiſing Inſtru- 
ments; and alſo after a great Phlegmon, or an 
Eryſi ipelas ; and ſometimes by an Extremity of 
Cold: This laft kind is very frequent about 
the End of Campains: The Remedy we us'd 
was Spirit of Niter, or Aqua forts , wherein 


Crude Mercury to half the quantity is diſſolv- d: 


with this we have eaſily enough ſtopt Mortifi- 


cations in the Feet or Hands, applying over 


all the Extent of the Gaegrene a little piece 
of Linnen wet in this Liquor: and when this 


can't be had, other Spirits may be us'd that 


are near of the fame Quality. 


This Remedy I have found to be ſo gentle, 


and ſo quick in its Operation, that I never 
uſe any other, in any ſort of Gangrene. It ad- 
mirably well ſeparates what is dead from what 
5 alive, without ſcarifying or cutting; unleſs 

when 


The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 207 


— — — hg ——— Ys 
- e : dei : . 
— —— —•— U—Uin:::.:·:U—U—Uͤ—U gU—Un3 Tl’ k 


—— — > 
N.. 
. 


i 
} 
. 
bl 
| 
; 
| 
y [1 
ö { 
: 
1 : , 
N * 
* 
: 4 
3 2 3 
£+ BW 
1 N 
"$$ 
: 
N 
$ -* 
: } 4 
i 
y 4 
1 
1 
1 
1H 
7 * 
2 
x L£ 
's ) 
4 * 
: o 
: 
N 
: / 
. d 
r 
1 
: h 
'* 
ö 
19 
: > 
1 
4 5 3 
4 | 5 
1 15 
i A 


A 
* = —— — » _ TIL hg © > A 4 * a 4A * 3 - - $I — 
Wh — —— —ÿ— —U—U—äẽ— et ee ney ee — — — — - © _ hs ith tw * We Pr a 
. 2 — - - - > 
* — - - K — _ - GEE NOS 0 I*: 4 * — - 
— — — 2 


f 
| 
| 


| 
' 
| 
bt 
3 
| 
| 
$ 
; 
i- I 
| 


208 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 


when the Miſchief lies very deep, where theſe 


"IR ** 2 ; * 4 : 
* 
* 


violent Remedies are abſolutely neceſſary. 
Cordials and Vine, ought never to be omft- 

mitted in ſuch Caſes, to fortify and defend the 

natural Heat, from: an Enemy, that often- 


times affaults it in its very Principle. When 
the Body is plethorick, Bleeding and Clyſters 


are no ſmall Help. In the beginning of a Gan- 


grene, to Topicat Remedies, Diverſions may be 
added, without forgetting to order the courſe 


of Diet, which alſo demands our particular 
Care. So ſoon as I have diſcover'd a Diſpoſi- 
tion to Mortification, I have ſometimes us'd 
Cataplaſms, and Emplaſticks when the Inflam- 
mation would allow, to recall the Spirits, and 
to give Nature time and Strength, to reſiſt 
and to overcome, by the force of the Heat con- 
centrated, the Matter already endow'd with a 
malignant Quality, or juſt ready tg become 
ſach ; and I have often ſecn ſuch kind of Ma- 


ladies, to end happily in an "_ with a 
| laudable Concoction. 


When a Phlegmon that follows on a Wound, 
is violent and Obftinate, and will not yield to 
Diverſions, and diſſolving Medicines, we muſt 
without delay ſcarifie the Part, fo far as the 


Tumor reaches, to give an Out-let to. the Blood 
that iso ex travaſated, and often alſo corrupt- 


ed; and to diſcharge, and relieve: the Part, 
that otherwiſe might be ſuffocated by the Ful- 
neſs and Obſtruction, bathing is afterward 


with 
cy 
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with Spirit of Wine and Sal armoniac : for if 
we be remiſs in our Care, the Enemy that 1s 
conceal'd within, is privately at Work; and 
when the outward Signs of the Gungrene ap- 
pear, all that is uader the Teguments, | is often 
found already corrupted, and in irremedible 
diſorder. 

An Eryſipelas is yet more formidable; for it 
is more ſudden, and more nimble in its Opera- 
tion ; It is the part of a prudent Surgeon, tg 
take heed to it in time. A Fomentation with 
Spirit of Mine, Unguentum Egyptiacum and Sal 
armoniac, may be us'd. 

Many Authors, have deſcrib'd a great num- 
ber of Remedies, very proper in the Cure of 
Gengrenes : But in the Hoſpitals of the Army, 
there 1s not always the conventency of making 
a Choice; wherefore it is good to know how 
to uſe ſuch as are ſimple, and eaſie to be 
found: tis not always the moſt pompous Com- 
poſiticns, that are of greateſt Efficacy. 

In this ſort of Diſtempers, it is very neceſſarx 
to make uſe of Inward. Remedies, as well as 
Topical ones 3 ſuch as ſtrong Cordials, Venice 
Treacle, Confection of Hyacinth and ' Alkermes., 
and Alexpharmicks, to which a little Campbire 
may be added. Wine ought to be numbered 
amongſt» the Cordials ; it is one of thele, 
which I very frequently uſe in Hoſpitals. Ger- 
mander taken inwardly, and apply'd outward- 
ly upon the Grangrene, is a Remedy not to be 
diſpis'd. A 
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A great many Remedies, very proper for a 


Grangrene, may be ſeen in Etmullerus ; He has. 


alſo given an account of the way us'd by the 


Germans, to ſeparate the mortify'd from the 


found Parts, which is done with the Butter of 
Antimony This is the Remedy they uſe in 
the Amputation of Members, to avoid the uſe 
of the diſmembring Knife, and of Aftringents 
that burn and cauterize. 
This Remedy might be us'd, with the fame 
Succeſs as the Spirit of Nitre, which I have 
ſpaken of before ; there is no Difference, provi- 
ding we have regard to their Nature, in uſing 


'em: But whither the one or tother be us'd, 
to ſtop a Gangrene, à {imple Digeſtive will als 
ſufficient to haſten nnn, the 


terward be 
Elear, 


en She forts | 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Ruptures. © 


Rr are very freguent 8 the Sol- 


| diers. The Toil they undergo, and their 

Manner of Life, do alike conduce to bring 
them to that miſerable. Condition; by reaſon 
of which there is often a n to ſend them 
to. Hoſpitals. 
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My Deiign in this Place, is only to give an 
account of the way I uſe to help this fort of 
Diftemper : For I am convinc'd, and no Body 
doubts of it, that a Truſs is the mol ſure and 
moſt infallible Remedy, to hinder the Falling 
down of the Guts: But, as there is no Con- 
venience for making of them in Hoſpitals, ſo 
Accidents muſt be quickly provided for that 
come oftentimes all of a ſudden; ſuch as the 
Deſcent of the Inteſtins into the Scrotum; for 
the Pains are then extreamly vlolent, and ſo 
grievous that they reſemble thoſe of the Paſſio 
Iliaca. 
| Wherefore, in ſuch an Occaſion, I apply a 

Cataplaſm of Ox Dung or elſe when I may have 
it ſo, L uſe it fry'd in Oyl of Hemp feed, or in 
that of Violets, This Remedy eaies the Pain, 
by diſpelling the Wind, and ſo gives Liberty 
to reſtore the Gut unto its Place, providing 
the Inteſtine is without Excrementitious Mat · 
ter in it. Aſtringents of the firſt Rank may 
| alſo be us'd as Common Bole,&c.mix'dwith'the 
Glair of an Egg or Vinegar. Some uſe Emolli- 
ents, but their Operation is to flow, in a caſe 
requiring ſuch haſt. 

I have often found much ee from a 
Fomentation made up of Pomgranate Flowers, 
| Nut-Galls, Cypreſs Nuts, Pomegranate-Rind, Al- 
lom, Camomil and Melilot Flowers, with m- 
mon Salt, all bruiſed and beaten, and boil'd in 
Forge-water, or in Tough Vine; I uſe it very 

Warm 
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warm all together,withont ſtraining theLiquor; 
with this Remedy, I have reftored Prtients, 
who ſeem'd to be upon the very Bliak of Death, 
Moreover the Emplaſtrum pro Hernia ought to 
be apply'd, upon the Dilatation of thePeri:on.c- 
um; which without a Trac, the beſt of all Re- 
medies, will do no great Feats. 


» 


. CHAP; 4; 
O Wounds. 


I. Have fufliciently explained my Method, as 


to: what concerns Wounds, in the Account 
of Cures contain'd in my ſecond Part. My 
Deſign is here, (for Reaſons mention'd at the 
beginning of this Part) to entertain my Rea- 
der with a General and comprehenſive Idea of 
my Way of Practice, that may quadrat to all 
the different ſorts of Wounds that occur. 
Perhaps this Method may ſeem to ſwerve a 
little from that of the Ancients, or may not a- 
gree ſo much with that in uſe amongſt the moſt 
Part of the Moderns, as ſome could deſire: 
But I would entreat thoſe who ſhall read this 
Treatiſe, not to condemn it, before they have 


thorowly examin'd the Truth of the Matters of 


Fatt, and the Reaſonablenels of the Rules there- 
in a laid down; tor our uſual Raſhnels in judging 
of 
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of what we don't altogether underſtand, is of- 
ten the Cauſe of our Error: However I am in 


good Hopes, that e're it be long this Way ſhall 


be acknowledged to be the Product of Expe- 


rience; and its Evidence to be an infallible 


Mark of its Truth. HP ; 
Moreover ; I dare confidently affirm, that 


this Method, howſoever new it may appear to 


many, ought not to be number'd among theſe 
things that are more curious than profitable.Rea- 
ſon ſpeaks for it: Nature vouches it.: Experi- 
ence confirms it;, putting it beyond all doubt; 


and about three thouſand Wounded Perſons hap- 


pily cur'd by it, may warrant any one in the 
Uſe thereof. In the firſt and ſecond Part of 
this Work, I explain at length the Reaſons that 
Juſtify my Practice, and ſupport them with ſe- 


veral Authorities both of the Ancients and Mo- 


derns. | | | 

If I condemn Tents as Inftruments unprofi- 
table and deſtructive, *twas Experience that 
convinc'd me of their Miſcheff: and 1 hope, 
henceforward very many Surgeons ſhall range 
themſelves on my Side. 

If I recommend in a ſpecial Manner, a Gen- 
tle and Speedy Way of Dreſſing 3 I muſt herein 


be juftify*d, by all Men of a ſound Underftand- 


ing: And indeed I don't queftion, but every 
reaſonable -Perſon, after he has been rightly 

| infornr'd, will ſufficiently approve what I have 
advanc'd in this Matter. 
| Finally, 
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Finally, in afſerting that the Air is buriful 
to Wounds, 1 have ſaid nothing but what Hi 
pocrates, Galen, and many others were ſuffici- 
ently convinc'd of. Tis known to all that the 
cold piercing Air, is very pernicious to our Na- 


ture: On this I have enlarg'd a little, in the 


ſeventh Chapter of the firft Part, ſuitable to 
that little Meaſure of Underſtanding, where- 
with I am endow'd. 
I ſuppreſs frequent Dreſſing, that Nature may 
be allowed Time. to act, and to reftore the 
wounded Parts, unto their firſt Condition; 
which ſhe can't do, when ſhe is ſo often inter- 
rupted in her Work. 
I have ever obſerv'd this as a general 
Rule; to dilate by making Icifions Gun - ſhot 
Wounds at the firft Dreſſing; as allo all other 
penetrating Wounds, and ſuch as have a narrow 
Orifice: This is the true Way to keep off, and 
to avoid the moſt part of Accidents that hap- 
pen in Practice; and to prevent being re- 
proach d, when any troubleſome Symptom 
falls out: I ſometimes uſe Dilaters, in the firſt 
Dreiſing, to hinder the Union of new Inciti- 
Os ;z to keep their Brims aſunder, and to leave 
an open Paſſage for Matter, or any thing elſe 
to come away, when Nature ſhall he diſpos'd 
to expell em; otherwiſe I uſe them not, leſt! 
thould hinder the cloſing up of the Wound. 
When the Bleeding is Obſtinate, I uſe cal- 
cin'd Vitriol, aſtringent Pouders, Pouder of the 
Vine 
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Vine, Styptick Waters, Oc. Tis only in de- 
ſperate Caſes that I have recourſe to Roman 
ſnriol, Aqua forts, and the Adual Cantery. 

I have ever in the firſt Dreſſings, found 

much Advantage from Pefenſves, which I ap- 
ply'd above, and ſometimes below the Wound, 
to allay the Heat of the Blood, to moderate its 
Activity, and refift Fluxtons obſerving always 
to make them ſomewhat Emplaſtich. 

Jam always careful, to empty the lower 
Belly by Chſters; having found that the Re- 
taining of the Excrements, is ever a mighty 
Hindrance to the Good Þ iſpofition of the Bo- 
dy. | 

When ths Bleeding has been great, 1 don't 
take off the firſt Dreſſings, till the ſecond or 
third Day after they are apply d ; that the 
Wounded Veſſels may have time to unite 3 
and, providing the Seaſon, and the Pain, or o- 
ther Accidents don't hinder, I every Day take 
off the Roulers during that time; and lea- 
ving only that which ſupports and keeps on 
the Aftringents, I make Embrocations when 
needful, and renew the Deferfives.: by this 
means, I often avoid the Suffocation that may 
happen, if the Aſtringent and Emplaſtice Medi- 


eines axe too long kept on the Parts; which 


by ſtopping up the Pores of the Skin , and re- 


taining the Vapors that ought perpetually to 
paſs out thereby, are the Occaſion of many 


very prievous Accidents that happen to 
Wo unds. 


a + 
—— "4 i — — — IO 
—_ er 
S Digs 0 Rr PCC 


n 
3 es F 
IE a 943% * 2 
„„ al ad Pp 
g 3 * 


216 The Hoſpital-Surgeor. 


Wounds. Too great a quantity of Bands and 
Compreſſes, has often the ſame Effect. 


1 uſe only Pledgets after the firſt, and ſome- 


times after the ſecond Dreſſing; and conti- 
nue the Embrocations, till the Contuſion is diſ- 
ſolv'd ; which may be in five or ſix Days more 
or leſs, according to the Bigneſs and Condition 
thereof, or to the Nature of the A 
mr, © 

When a Phlegmon, or an Eryſi ipelas, &c. hap- 
pens to a Wound, I avoid the Uſe of Uniuous 
Things, which are hurtful here; employing 
only ſuch. Cataplaſms as are proper tor eaſing 
Pain, and ſometimes alſo diſſolving Medicines, 
which together with Diverſions, and a proper 
Courſe of Diet, reſiſt, and overcome theſe Ac- 
cidents. 

find it very profitable, when I dreſs the 
Wound, to cover it with a Linnen Clotb wet 
with warm Vine or Brandy, immediately after 


have taken off the Dreſſings : this defends, 


ſtrengthens, quickens and unites the Spirits; 
and hinders the Particles of the Azr, and the 
Effluvia therein, to ſtick to the Wounds, or 
Pals to their Bottom. 

Alter the firſt Dreſſing is over, I never 


ſearch the Wound either with my Finger or 


Probe, unleſs there is an abſolute Neceſſity 
thereof. J alfo diſallow the uſe of dry Tents, 
ſo commonly employ'd for drying up the Mat- 


ter from the very Bottom of Wounds ; and 
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and generally every Thing that may irritate, 
or occaſion Pain, or may oppoſe the Deſign of 
Nature, which is the Healing up of the 
Wound. | | 

I don't, as ſome do, take np a deal of 
Time, in ſtriving exactly to empty the Wound, © 


of all the Matter that is in it; but as quickly 


as can be, I apply the Dreſſmgs , to hinder, 
as hath been faid, the Action of the Acid 
Parts of the Air, and the Diſſipation of the 
Spirits; that the Strength of the afflicted 
Parts may be preſerv'd as much as poſſible; 
which is very requiſite, in order to enable 
them to bear up againft them any Evils, * 
with they are aſſaulted on all Hands. 5 
When, I ſay, in the fifth Chapter of the 
firſt Part, that the Matter onght not to be 
retain'd in Wounds ; and that Nature would 
not be at ſuch Pains to drive it out, if ſhe 
could have any Advantage by its Stay ; this 
is to be under ſtood of ſuch Matter, as is kept 
in by Means of Tents, which becomes hot, 
and ferments , ,and by its 'Abode acquires an 
evil Quality, and might be ſuck'd up by the 
Veins : for that which is Laudable, is hurt- 
ful only by Accident; being of its own Na- 
ture Balſamick, becauſe it is ever mixed with 
good ftore of the Natural Balſam, or Nutric ious 
Juice, which without Intermiſſion flows into 
the Wounded Parts. What 1 fay, is conficm'd 
by that which is done, in ſame Places of Hol- 
L land; 
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only the Balſam of the Blood. 
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lend ; where of the Laudable Matter that runs 
from Wounds, they make a Ralle that is of 
great Uſe in their Cure. 

It is not at all improbable, that the Sound 
Matter that comes from Wounds may promote 
their Cure,when by the Hand and Diligence of a 


skilful Artiſt it is purify'd, and ſeparated from 


itsExcrementitions Parts; for what remains, is 
T his will be 
more eaſily conceiv'd by thoſe that conſider, 


that there are ſome learned and Ingenious Ita- 


Hans, who cure the Bludy-Flux , with a Salt 
drawn from the Excrements of the Patient; 
and alſo ſuch as have a Propſy, with the Salt 
of the Waters, that are drawn'from their Bel- 


Jy. Etmullerus alſo, very much commends the 
Excrement of the Ears, for curing Wounds. 


All thefe things, contain leſs balſamick 


Juice, than the Matter that runs from Wounds, 


when it is not altered by the Heat of an eſſen- 


tial or Symptomatick Fever, when it has not 
remain'd long in the Wound, being detain'd: 
there by Tents, &c. or in "by when it is not 


depray'd, by the uſe of putrifying Medicines, 


or others of a like ſort, that deſtroy its natural 


Temperament. 
M. Verdue, Tom. 1. Pag. 440. ſpeaks ver) 


patly to this Purpoſe, when he ſays, that Mat- 


ter is the Chilous Part of the Blood: Where: 
fore it is againſt all manner of Reaſon, that 
tome Moderns require, that the Wound be ac 
curat!y 
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curatly wip'd dry; ſeeing thereby it is de- 


priv'd of that, which only can effect the 


Cure. 


When I know, or am in doubt that there 
is ſome Extraneous Body in a Wound, which 


Nature would exclude by the orifice, or that 
any Splinter is ſeparated trom a Bone; with- 


out having to do with Tents, I ſufficiently di- 
late the Wound with Prepared Spunge, or the 
?ith.of Elder, or Gentian Root fitted for that 


purpoſe, that a free Paſſage may be given to 


any thing that muſt come away: This way is 
underftood by every Surgeon; and there is 
no Difficulty therein, providing one be care- 
ful to uſe it Seaſonably, _ | | 

I can't reftrain my ſelf from highly blaming 


thoſe, who very patiently marſhal up in Or- 


der, a great number of Doſſels or Dilaters, 
of which they make three or four Lays in 
Wounds that are any thing large, obſerving a 
certaln Symmetry and Proportion, Which ex- 
poſes to the View of Aſſiſtants a Method, no 


les pernicious, than contrary to Common Senſe 


and Regſan. As for the Decency and Seemli- 
vs, which adorn and ſet off that Way, it will 
be no leſs conſpicuous,in making large Pledg- 
ets of long and pretty fine Lint, that may at 
once reach over all the Extent of the Wonnd. 

I my ſelf have experienc'd, what a fond O- 


pinion is commonly entertain'd of that Cryel 


Method for the greateſt part of Wounded 
L 2 Perſons, 


" —— — — con — *-y oy 8 — 
* 4 — m_ 2 e p hs 
2 - - 1 1 S 8 — 1 AK - 
No G * WW , - 
AI 25. 
1 


| 


— 


220 The Haſpital- Surgeon. 
Perſons, believe themſelves neglected, if an 
Hour is not ſpent in ſearching their Wounds, 
and as much in Applying the Dreſſings: hut 
Charity obliges us to free them from their Er- 
„ 
When a Wound is deep with much Lofs of 
Subſtance, I fill it only with Pledgets of fine 
Lint; left leaving an empty Space, it ſhould 
be filld up with Air: I apply them very 
Mightly cover'd, or moiftned with ſome Medi- 
cine, agrecable to the Nature, and Quality of 
the Wound: theſe are not ſo hard as Poſſel, 
and-conſequently occaſion lets Pain; and don't 
ſo much hinder the cloſing up of the Wound, 
being not ſo compatt as to hinder the breeding 
of Fleſh ;. neither are they ſo apt as Tents, to be 


loft in the Wound, or fix'd in ſome Corner of 


its Cavity. 

I am no leſs careful, to ſuppreſs Injection 
than Tents ; having oblery'd their Effects to 
be no leſs pernicious : for they l:quefy and diſ- 
ſolve the Blood, enlarge the Wound, cauſe 
Pain, and make proud Fleſh to grow. 

I diſallow the Uſe of Aromatick Wines in 
dreſſing, as alſo of Fomentations, that are fre- 
quently us d by ſome, which conduce very much 
to the protracting of the Cure. 

Tis very ſure that theſe Parts drink up the 
Moiſture, which ſoftens,relaxes and puffs up the 
Skin; and paſſing through it, fills them like 


Spunges: the Natural Heat of the afflicted Parts, 
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is thereby ſuffocated and extinguiſht, no perfect 
ConcoFton can be perform'd; but all. is turn'd 
to Matter and Corruption: and if this Met bod is 


long continu'd, as it too often falls out, the 
Ligaments are relaxd, and the Patient is in 


Danger of being lame for all the reſt of his 


Life. 

This way of Practice, is in a. particular 
manner pernicious in Haſpitals of the Army, 
where. that which is neceſſary, to give Reme-- 
dies all the required Qualities, is not always 
to be had: For Inſtance, how can they be kept. 
warm, without a ſufficient number of Cloathes 
to preſerve the Patient from the Cold? Hence 
it is that in a Moment after Application, all 


the. Dreſſings become cold and frozen, which 
occaſions Oedema's very hard to be cur d; and 


oftentimes alſo Symptoms aa are yet. more. 
troubleſom.. 


A right Courſe of Diet, is ſo neeeſſary in 
curing of Wounds, that without it, an infinite 
number of Accidents, cannot be prevented: 


But it is neceſſary to have reſpect to the Age 


and Conſtitution of the Patient, to his Habit of 
Body, to the Seaſon of the Tear, and the Nature 


of the Wound. 


Tis to be obſerv'd, that a very exact Diet 
i a mighty hindrance to the Cure of Wounds: 


in Soldiers, who ordinarily feel more the 
Inconveniences of a too ſcanty, than thoſe 


of a. too plentiful Table. Wherefore I don't. 
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altogether deprive em of the uſe of ſubſtantia] 
Food, unleſs when Neceſſity requires otherwiſe; 
and this keeps up their Strength ; For Broths 
tho good, are not fo nouriſhing in Hoſpitals, 
as to be ſufficient of themſelves for Food: and 
yet this is no prejudice to the neceſſary Diver- 
ſious. 
them, being allay'd a little, unleſs in ſome ve- 
ry important Caſes : It reſiſts the ill Quality 
and Malignity of the Air, which is always im- 
pure in Hoſpitals; and in a Word Vine is their 
Cordial and Counter -poiſon. 
It is very neceſſary allo, eſpecially in Hoſ- 


pitals of the Army, to have Regard to the Si- 


tuation of the wounded Part, which ought to 


be ſuch, as to give liberty to the Circulation of 


the Blood, and a Deſcent to the Matter, and 
Eaſe to the Patient; I have known the neglect 
of this Point, occaſion very troubleſom Symp- 
toms. ; 

If a Surgeon is not ſo charitable, as to give 
Inſtructions, to thoſe that attend the wounded, 
bow to make their Beds ſuitable to the Quali- 
ty and Nature of their Wounds ; the miſerable 
Patients, are ever in Pain by the Inconveni- 
ent Poſition ; which is enough of it ſelf to 
deprive them of the Reft, tHMit is ſo neceffary 
for em, and to render their Sufferings and our 
Cares to no purpoſe. 

The Head ought to be plac'd indifferently 
high, and laid upon ſomething that's ſoft, with- 
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out Feathers, if it may be had, with a Deſcent 
to promote the Diſcharge of the Matter © 


When the Neck is wounded, it muſt be in a man- 


ner flightly ſupported by the Pillow: or, by 
Linnen folded into ſeveral Doubles, we muſt 


fill up the empty Space between the Head and 


Shoulders. 
| Wounds of the Breaſt require an eaſie and un- 
ſtrain” 4 Poſture, rather high than low. But 


in this we muſt have moſt Regard, to the Con- 


veniency of the wounded Perſon. 


Theſe of the lower Belly and Loins, demand 
almoſt the ſame Situation: To theſe of the 
Bladder and Genital Parts, an undifturb'd Re- 


poſe, a convenient Bandage, which is a Suſpen- 
ſory, add a Poſition ſomewhat raiſed, are very 
needful. 


Every Body knows that the 47m, when. 


wounded, muſt be ſupported by a Sling that 


paſſes over the Neck; and that in Wounds 


and Fractures of the Shoulder-Bone, a Pillow 
is neceſſary to keep it almoſt as high as the 
Breaſt, in which poſtnre it is moſt at eaſe: In 
Wounds or Fractures of the Wriſt, Metacarpus 


and Fingers, we muſt keep*the Hand extended 


with a piece of Board. 

Wounds of the Thighs, require that the 
Member be plac'd ſtreight, neither too high 
nor too low. Theſe of the Legs and Feet, do 
neceſſarily demand that the Part he ſomething 
high, that ſo the courſer Blood may freely cir- 


L 4 culate, 


Eve” 


an Le 3 gun F Po _ 
r th = 
rr 


— _ N 

= _—— l _ = _— = * * — x «He *% tf " * 208 N 
+ =} " by 2. 4 = a. 2 "4 « 7 
1 * ö 5 _— 8 1 8 = b - - rr * — 
' 7M oy 
* , ” 3 * 
— Bt ti" ahnbwh their "OY 4 . | 
* 8 * 7 * 
* 


75 - 
ok * 
f 8 -» capa 
- 


— —— — K 
_— 


_— 
* . 2 


—— 8 
of þ 


224 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 


culate; for otherwiſe, the Blood, byſits Weight, 
might be ftopt in the Veins, and corrupted 
there; and thus the Circulation being ſup- 
preſs'd, many grievous Accidents would enſue. 
This hanging or low Poiition of the Legs, not 
being minded by many Surgeons, exceedingly 


San den to render Wounds of theſe and the 


Feet very uneaſie to be cur'd, and makes em 
degenerate into Ulcers. 

It is alſo very neceſſary to ſtretch out the 
Legs, and keep them ſtraight during the Cure; 
otherwiſe it will be difficult, to reſtore them 
to their natural Figure, after it is over, chief- 
ly if it has been of ſome Continuance; as, ſup- 
poſing the Leg had been kept bent, when un- 


der Cure of a complicated or fimple Fracture. 


This is what I have often obſerv'd, and to 


which young Surgeons would do well to take 
heed. Fractures of the Tibia and Fibula, and 
ſimple Wounds in the Legs, if any thing con- 
tiderable, ſtand in need of a Sole to ſuſtain tlie 
Foot, as well as theſe of the . Metatar- 
ſus, and Toes 


Too ftrait Bandage, eſpecially _ in  Gunſhot- 


wounds, occaſions troublelom Accidents ; it 
hinders the Circulation, and cauſes frequently 
Mortifications : W herefore I uſe only ſuch as 


may keep on the Dreſſings, chiefly in the firſt 
Days: Many have been brought wounded to 
this Hoſpital, with the Parts half Gangren'd, 
tor in Gun-ſhot Wounds 
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the wounded Members, ever ſwell ſome more. #| 
ſome leſs, whereby the Bandage, tho' but mo- | 
deratly ftrait, becomes intollerable bæfore 
the next. Dreſſing. Reft alſo is of no leſs 
t Conſequence to the Patient. Now where all 
theſe things meet together, and are rightly or- 


. 
r ——  _ 


7 Ler'd, they are commonly of very great Advan- 
n to the wounded. 


I uſe Purgatives with great Caution, and af-- 
4 ter the time of the moſt dangerous Symptoms is 
oer, beginning ever with the ſlighteſt, that 
n only looſen, ſuch as Caſſia and Manna, &c. du- 1 
c ning which time Clſters, together with the _ 1 
Ille of Prunes, give no ſmall Relief; Oats and Fit 
wy deanſed Barly being eaſily digefted, and yeild- 
ing a moderate Nouriſhment, qualify the pre- 
o WB natural Heat of the Blood, and keep open the 
e Belly. 
a As for the Topical Remedies, which I com- 
- nonly employ in Dreſſing of Wounds, they | 
e have nothing ſingular in them, which is not | 


—rretty well known to the moſt part of Surge: | 
Ons. | | 
5 I avoid as much as poſſible the uſe of Putri- 1 


t hing Medicines, and of Powerful Suppuratives; 2 
y becauſe they deftroy the Temperament of the 1 
8 Parts, diſunite the Particles of the Blood, cor- 
ſt Impt and deprave the Nutricious Juice, which 
0 

5 

N 


ought carefully to be preſerv'd in a good Con- | 
dition. Tis this which mov'd the Ancients oo. Ml 
L.:3 of | 
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often to recommend to us, to maintain the 
wounded Parts in their Natural Temper. 
Hippocrates affirms, that all Contuſed Wounds 


ought to be brought to Suppuration, in order | 


to a ſpeedy Cure, whereby he ſeems to patro- 
nize and allow the uſe of Putrifying Medicines, 
which commonly are employ'd to bring a 
Wound to Suppuration. But me thinks, this 
_ ought not to take place in the Hoſpitals of the 
Army, where the Air is ordinarily infected by 
the Breath, and abode of the Sick; and which 
are almoſt ever encompaſſed with the Graves 
of the Dead, whoſe number 1s but too great. 
*Tis very certain, that this nearneſs of the 
Place of Burying, chiefly in hot Seaſons, im- 
parts to the Air, by the Steams that rife 


from thence, a Complication of Corruption 


and ill Qualities, that occaſions Rottenneſs in 
Wounds , Alteration and great Suppuration ; 
and often cauſes great Mortality, in the Hoſ- 
pitals, and Places adjacent. Now according 
to this Maxim of that Author, Gunſhot Wounds 
mult be dreſt with theſe ſame Medicines, ſee- 
ing they are of the number of contuſed ones. 

I dont abſolutely deny, but there may be 
ſome Occaſions, wherein ſuch may be us: 
However I may be allowed to fay, with all 
the Reſpect I owe ſo celebrated an Author, 
that in Hoſpitals, we ought to ſhun as much as 
poſſible, Putrefying and Suppurative Remedies, 


and 98 of a lite Nature; even where the 
Eſcar 


, F 
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Eſcar may require a conſiderable time before 
its Falling: For by the ſeaſonable ordering of 
Diverſions, and the Courſe of Diet, all theſe 
Accidents are often prevented, which the de- - 
lay of the Suppuration might cauſe: and one 
may without ſcruple uſe, as I have done, ſuch 
Remedies as have a Vertue to reſiſt Corrupti- 
on; as the Spirit of Wine, which Etmullerus 
preſcribes even in Gunſhot Wounds, and which 
[ us at the firſt Dreſſing, on the Day of the 
Battle of Marſeils, without having obſerv'd a- 
ny evil confequence of my ſo doing: for beſides 
a Good Method, which may be calFd the 
Strength and chief Inſtrument of a Workman, - 
it is of high concern to underſtànd, and to 
know how to chooſe Remedies, that agree 
with the Temper of the Parts to which they 
are apply'd, and to maintain them in that State 
wherein God has created them: But it proves 
often a very difficulty Task, to ſatisfy this In- 
tention. MT 

As there is an admirable variety of Conſtitu- 
tions, ſo it would ſeem, that it were neceſſary 
to uſe different Remedies to Wounds of the 


ſame Nature, and of the fame Parts, in diffe- 


rent Subje&s : The Sex, Age, and Seaſon muſt 
alſo be conſidered : I have likewiſe obſerv'd in 
my Travels, by People of different Nations 
that have been under my Hands, that diverſe 
Climates require particular Applications, in cer- 
tain Circumſtances, neceſſary to the Cure of 

Wounds 7 
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Wounds : For the Conſtitutions ot Men, de- 
pend chiefly on the. Countries they inhabit 
on their Situation, high or low, dry or moiſt, 
the Winds that rule, the Food and Water that 
they take: So that they differ among them- 


ſelves, according as the Heavens look upon 


them with different-4ſpe&s. 


But not to ſearch any further into theſe 
things, which can't be contain'd within the 


Limits,  preſcrib'd to this little Work, and 


don't properly belong to my Subject; I win on- 


ly fay, that it is eaſy enough to diftinguiſh a 
proper Remedy, from one that is not fo: 


That which corrupts and depraves the Natural 


Balſam, is known by looking into the Wound; 


from which, if there proceeds a ftrong and 


Stinl ing Vapor; tis a ſign that the Matter is 
not concotted, ſeeing it is thin, blackiſh, too 
plentiful, watery, and of an offenſive Smell. 
The Fleſh likewiſe has its peculiar Signs; it 
is dull of feeling, and ſometimes is cover'd 
with another proud Fleſh : Oftentimes there is 
to be ſeen over all the Wonnd, a certain black 
or white Filth, which ſome , as I have often 
known, ſcrape or cut off at every Dreſſing; 
whereby the Wound 1s enlarg'd, and the Cure 


delay d: Others imputing it to the vicious 
Temperament, and ill Diſpoſition of the Pa- 


tients Body, have recourſe to Purgati ves, 


which occaſion fill more new Accidents, ſuch 
as Fevers, &c. 


But 


But be this as it will, *tis certain that we 
ought not always to delay till the laſt, before 


we change the Remedy; our Smell and our 


Sight only are ſufficient to direct us in this Oc- 
caſion: Hippocrates orders a Medicine to be 
chang'd, when it does not what it ought, or 
was deſign'd for. 

But we muſt not on the ather Hand, fall in- 


to the contrary Extremity, of changing the 


0ynt ments ſometimes once, and often twice e- 


very Day; not giving time to a Remedy to 


act, and exert its Vertue, on the Part to 
which *tis apply'd : Tis neceſſary, that the 
wounded Part draw as it were Nouriſhment 
from the Medecine, and therefore it muft 
have a requiſite Time, allowed.it for that Pur- 
poſe : it muſt, if I may be allowed ſo to ſpeak, 
amalgamate with the Nutricious Juice of the 
Part; or at leaſt, if it don't increaſe its Quan- 


tity, it ought to preſerve it in the natural 


State, and when fallen therefrom, reſtore it 
again. To be capable of theſe Effects, it muſt 
be endow'd with a Volatil and Oyly Spirit, vit 
cous alſo and temperate, as Balſams and Vul- 


neraries are, which I have us'd with very good 


Succeſs. 
I have often experienc'd on many Occaſions, 


in ſeveral Hoſpitals, and chiefly in this, and 


in very conſiderable Caſes, that after I had in 
vain us'd many Remedies authoriz'd by Cuſtom, 
the Balſam deſcrib'd in the Sacred Writings, has 

| had 
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had ſurprizing Effects; and that Members at 
the Point of being cut off, have been thereby 


cur'd with much Eaſe. This Hoſpital of Bri- 
anſon, might afford many Inſtances of the 


Truth hereof; but I ſhall content my ſelf with 


the two following. 
NV | i 


CHAP. VL 
An Obſervation of a very conſiderable 
Caſe. 


Surgeon of this Hoſpital, being one of 


thoſe who was moſt employ'd in dreſſing 

the wounded, by Accident had a Thorn run 
Into the middle Finger of his right Hand, which 
pierc'd the Tendon of the Muſcle that bends 
it: his whole Hand and Arm were attack d with 
very troubleſome Symptoms, accompany'd 
with a continual Fever extreamly violent, and 
an unſufferable Pain. 

Five or ſix Days paſt over, before 1 had 
notice of this Accident; and all the Symptoms 
were at the very worſt: I found all things in 
a deplorable Condition, the Arm ſwell'd as big 
as the Leg, the Hand of a Monſtrous Size, and 
the Finger as great as ongs Arm; many Cavi- 
ties were in the inward Part eres and ſome 


in the- outward , from which iſfued a ſerous 


Matter; there was another large Sinus under 
the 
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the Muſculas palmaris, with an Orifice Near the 
Roots of the Fingers. 

I ftraitway laid open the Finger, on the in- 
ward Part, from one End to the other, and 
found-the Tendon ſwelPd and corrupted; I did 
not enlarge the Orifices on the outward Part, 
nor that of the Palm, hoping that all theſe 
would he well, if I could but overcome the Ac- 
cidents. 

He was Let Blood, and had a Chſter given 
him, tho ſomewhat too late; he obſerv'd an 
exact Courſe of Diet, and was dreft with the 
Balſam of Arcew. On the Morrow when I 
took off the Dreſſings, I was ſurpriz'd, as I 
had been the Day preceeding, with a Vapor 
of an intollerable Smell; the Lips of the 
Wound were turned outward, which made me. 
deſpair of a Cure, and judge it would be ne- 
ceſſary to cut off the Hand: The Matter re- 
main'd undigefted, the Fever, the Pain, and 
the Swelling continu'd as before: he was dreft 
in the ſame manner as the Day before, with 
addition only of a little Spirit of Wine. The 
Bleeding was repeated, and alſo the Chſter. 

The Day following, the Wound was in the 
ſame Condition, ſave that the Corruption 
appear'd to encreaſe: We were of Opinion, 
that nothing but Amputation could fave his 
Life. But for as much as Art and Reaſon di- 
ctate, that the preſervation of the Members 
ought to be endeavour'd lo much as poſhble z 
and 
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and as we are oblig'd in Conſcience. to try all 


Remedies-before we come to that Extremity: 
I reſolved, forthwith, to change the Medi- 
cines; jndging rightly that what had been ug'q, . 


might have occaſion'd, this depravation of the 
Salts; whence it was to be fear'd, a total 
Corruption of the Nutriczous Juice might fol- 
. F T 

' Wherefore now I us'd the Balſam of. the 
Scriptures, mixt with a third Part of that of 
Arcxus, in this I wetted the Pledgets, which 


I apply'd very warm over all the Wound, and 


upon the Sinuſſes: I pour'd ſome of it alſo into 
the Sinus of the Muſcubus palmaris, and upon it 


I put a Plaiſter of Dipalma diſſoly d in Gl of 


Roſes and good Vinegar. Ty e 
On the next Day after this, we found al! 
things much chang'd to the better: The Fe- 


ver and Pain were lefſen'd, and there was no- 
thing ſo ill a Smell as before. | 

I queſtion not, but the Fever is a Symptom 
troubleſom enough, and able to cauſe all theſe 


Effects; and that by the Motion it excites in 


the Blood, it ſeperates ſaline and ſulphureous 
Juices, that by irritating the Fibers may occa- 
ſion that turning out of the Lips of the Wound, 
their Swelling, and that inſupportable Smell: 
But it can't, on the other fide, be deny'd, 
that outward Remedies condnce much, to pro- 
cure that Fermentation and Corruption in the 


wounded Part, when they are ſuch as putrify ; 


becauſe 
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becauſe they diſſolve the Blood and other Li- 
quors, cauſing  Irritatzons, Corruptions, and 
great Suppurations; and deſtroy the Tempera- 
ment of the Parts, to which they are apply'd. 
Whereas when Balſamick, and Spirituous Medi- 
cines are us'd, they produce quite contrary Ef- 
fects: For by allaying the Sharpneſs of the 
Humors, and making the Blood fluid, they 
refiſt Corruption, dry up the Moifture, and 
in the Place where they are apply'd, abate 
the Commotion of the Humors, caus'd by the 
Fever. 

In fine, whither it was by this, or any other 
Way, tis certain that the Change of the Me- 
dicine here, produc'd a notable Alteration on 
our Patient: for tho' the Fever appear'd but 
very little abated, by all that I had formerly 
done; the very next Day after this the Lips 
begun to come nearer together, the Paia and 
Defluxion ceas'd; and which is moſt of all, 
the ill Smell was quite evaniſht; ſo that in 
five or ſix Days he was paſt all Danger, and 
the Cure was compleated in a little time af . 
ter. 

M. Le Clerk, Phyſician to. the King, in his 
Compleat Surgery, commends much the Sama- 
ritan Balſam, to which we have given the. 
Title of The Balſam of the Holy Scriptures : and 
the Approbation of ſuch a Man is ſufficient to 
juſtifie its Uſe. I thought it not unfit like- 
wiſe here to ſubjoyn the Diſcription of another 
compound 
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compound Samaritan Balſam of an admirable 
Vertue. It is made up of equal Parts of Spa- 
niſb Wine and y of Roſes, to each Pound of 
which Mixture two Ounces of Sugar-candy, 
and as much Honey of Violets muft be added, 
and all boil'd on a gentle Fire, and skim'd till 
the Wine is conſum'd. This may be caltd 


the Balſam of Balſams, or the Compound Sama- 
ritan Balſam. 


CHEST" Ve 
| An Obſervation of another Caſe. 
Vert the Younger, an Enſign of the 


M. Company of M. de Beauvet, Lieute- 
nant ef the King at Brianſen, and Commander 
of the Second Battalion of Sault, had no leſs 
Reaſon to applaud my Method, and the good 
Effects of my Remedy, than him we diſcours'd 
of in the preceding Chapter. 

He was wounded with a Sword, at Pragetas, 
in the outward Part of the left 47m, near the 
bending of the Elbow. The Wonnd was at 
firſt neglected, being not well drefs'd : for 
without dilating it in any Manner, a Tent was 
thruſt into it as long as it could poſſibly re- 
ceive; which occaſion'd ſuch frightful Acci- 
dents, that the Patient thought of nothing 


but 
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but loſing both his Arm and his Life. In the 
inward part of the Arm, oppoſite to the Wound, 
Matter was collected, and Abſceſſes form d; 
which oblig'd him to conſult the principal Sur- | 
geons of the Regiments, who thought it con- 
venient, to make an Opening in that Part, 
which accordingly was done. By the large 


and deep Inciſtons that were made, the Artery 


was opened; ſo that they were oblig'd to uſe 
the Actual Cautery to ftop the Bleeding: By 
this means the Wound was enlarg d, and the 
Pain and the Accidents increas'd. 
The firſt Wound, was ſtill dreſt, as before, with 
Tents : but the Wounded Perſon having kept 
his Bed for fifty Days, and his Wounds being 
ſill in a very wretched Condition, he was ad- 
vis d by the abovemention'd Gentleman M. de 
Beauvet, to cauſe himfelf be tranſported to Bri- 
anſon, to try if there he miglit find any Help. 
He was committed to my Care, and I found 
the inward or lower Wound, the length of a 
large Span, and four or five Fingers breadth 
wide: The Artery and Tendons were uncover d, 
the ancient or outward Wound, whoſe. Ori- 
fice was very ftrait, had in it a pretty long 
Tent, which ſhut up the paſſage of three or 
four Sinuſſes, that took up all the Joynt. 
The Arm and Hand were Oedematous, be- 
ing much ſwell'd, and painful; I began by 
making an Inciſion i in the Wound on the out- 


ward Part, whereby I diſcovered the "_— 
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of the Siunſſes, into which I dropt a little of 
or Balſam, mixt as I formerly ts with ſome 
of that of Arceus. _. 

The large and lower Wound was dreft with 
the ſame Remedy: We us'd expulſive Cmpreſ- 
tes, to preſs together the Sides of the Cavities, 
which we kept on with a proper Bandage : 
Moreover we laid aſide the Aromatick Wines 


tat had been before us d upon all the Part, 


to its great Detriment. 


Three Days after it had been dreſt in this 
Faſhion, the moſt Part of the Accidents diſap- 


pear'd: he begun to riſe up from his Bed, to 
take his Victuals, and to gather Strength; all 
the deep Cavities were fill'd up; the Artery, 
the Nerve, and the Tendons were cover'd over; 
the Pain, the Fluxion and the Oedematous Swel- 
ling were quite gone; and by this powerful 
Incarnative the Cure was compleated in a 


Fortnight, with the aſſiſtance of a little Un- 


guentum Apoſtolorum, wherewith we ſometimes 
uſe to conſume the Fleſh: After this he 
mounted his Horſe, and went for the Air into 
his own Country. 

This I may confidently affirm, as a certain 
Truth, that when the Balſam we ſpeak of is 
genuin and unſophiſticated, it may ſerve at 
the ſame time both for Food and Medicine, be- 
ing made up only of ſweet oy and Vine: 
And that it may be us'd not only for curing 
Wounds of the Mouth, of the Tongue, of the Gul- 
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1:4 and ind pipe, and generally of all the Breaſt; 


but likewiſe in obſtinate Pyſenteries, in Relax. 
ations of the Fibers of the Fentricle, in Ulcers 
thereof, and in theſe of the Guts, and of all 
the lower Belly, For if we confider its Na- 
ture, we ſhall find it of a friendly Quality, 
and extreamly agreeable to our Conftitution 
being compounded of ſuch things as ſer ve us 
dayly for Food. Sweet 0) ſoftens, looſens, 
ſweetens and penetrates; and when it is bolFd. 
with Wine, which it devours as it were and 
conſumes, retaining with its ſelf all the Ver- 
tue thereof, it is enabled to perform all theſe 
Operations with much more Eaſe : It cuts, 
diffolves, ftrengthens, reſtores the Spirits, 


breeds Fleſh, and is Aſtringent; all which our 
Balſam performs, being indow'd with the moſt 


ufeful Vertues of theſe Remedies, and contain- 
ing a Volatil, Oyly,” and Temperate San, 
that is Aftringent and Sarcotick: And if a lit- 


tle Sugar is boil'd with it, it becomes yet more 


excellent, 1s more Vulnerary and Balfamick, 
has no Acrimony, and is without either Smell 
or Taft. 

Had this Remedy, how ſimple ſoever it may 
appear, produc'd ſuch Effects, in the Hands 
of any other but my felf ; they wou'd without 


queſtion have made a great Secret of its Com- 


poſition : and tho? this had been known to 
many, yet they puer Have publiſh Its 
Yer tuts. l. 4 

It 
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It were greatly to be wiſh'd, that there 
were only one Remedy, which might be able 
to anſwer all Intentions; ſo we ſhou'd not be 
always oblig'd to have in the Patients Cham- 
ber, a whole Apothecary's Shop ; which is often 
no leſs prjudicial to the Purſe, than offenſive 
to the Smell. 

Being about fix Years ago at Turin, I 
cur'd a Gentleman of an inveterate Ulcer, 
that encompaſs'd all the Bottom of the Vuula ; 
Many Surgeons had to no purpoſe us'd a great 
many Remedies : And I in like manner after 
the uſe of ſome more with no better Succeſs, 
bethought my ſelf at lengrh of my Anodin Bal- 
fam : In this I dipt a Linnen Rag ty'd to the 
end of a Probe, and therewith touch'd the Ul- 
cer twice a Day: By this Means, as I ſolemn- 
ly proteſt, in twelve of fifteen Days, the U- 
cer was compleatly ur da 

This Remedy, how ancient er it is, 
will appear new to many. However tis cer 
tain that Hippocrates in complicated Fractures, 
us d little Linnen Rags dipt in l and Vine 
mixt together, to allay the Pain, and prevent 
F a apuulſions, which is a Precedent ſuſhcient to 
invite our Imitation. 

It hath been the Policy of almoſt all who 
ever wrote of Medicine, ſtill to reſerve ſome- 
thing undiſcover'd to themſelves. . I could 
name a great number of Authors, who have 
publi ſhed the Vertues of certain Reme dies, 

whereof 


— - 
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| whereof they have never given the Compoſitionz; WM 
Je or if they have, it has been in ſuch Ambiguous | 
be and Ænigmatical Terms, that it is hard to un- 
n- derſtand any thing of it. And indeed I muſt 
en acknowledge that a Remedy, when it becomes 
ve common, how good ſoever it may be, loſes 

| much of its Eſteem. 

I I have formerly ſaid; that the Variety of 
Conſtitutions, and \Diverſity of wounded Parts, 
require ſometimes a Difference of Remedies; to 
this we muſt have all due Regard : For it 
often falls out, that even the moſt excellent 
Medicines, are not capable to anſwer all our 1 
Expectations; eſpecially when the Patient is "n 
of an ill Conſtitution, and the Diſtemper obſti- 

nate, and troubleſome. 

However it is not good, to put too much 
Confidence in this f ingle Compoſition, as if it 
were an Univerſal Remedy, if at any Time 
the Succeſs prove not anſwerable to our De- i 
elires: I own that 1 have been oblig d my ſelf ' 
in ſuch Caſes, to boil in our Balſam, the Grea- 44 
ter Conſound, Bugle, Sanicle, ſome Lavender, ny 
Clary, St. Jobn's- Wort, and the Leſſer Moon- bt 
Wort, which is a powerful Vulnerary, and ve- 11 
ry common in theſe Parts; and afterwards 14 


2 
* * 
4 n " F 1 . 
— — - 
— 


0 to give it ſome Conſiſtence, with about a it 
ba third Part of the Baiſam of Arceus ; This Com- Mi 
d poſition, has done ſurpriſing things; it hath 4 
e cult and remov'd Funguſſes, om Bo 7 


s, that had been intirely Frozen, and alſo from if 
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Amputations, which had” withſtood. all other 
Remedies : It procures a good and moderate 
Suppurat ion, eaſes the Pain of Wounds in the 
Nerves, allays and reſolves powerfully, fills up 
with Fleſh in a ſmall time, in fine, an Em- 
brocation therewith, cures — Bruiſes of 
all ſorts. 

Altho' I have theſe Remedies in great E- 
ſteem, and am confirm'd in my Opinion of 
their Excellency by a multitude of Experiences 
that I have had; Yet I don't pretend to lay 
aſide the Oyntments, Cerats, and Plaiſters of 
Pharmacy; which may be of very great ule, 
and are every Day employ'd with Success, 
by very skillful Perſons in curing Wounds. 
This only I will affirm, by the way; that 
the moſt Part of Oyntments have a ſtrong 
ſmell, that is not only diſagreeable to the 
Wounded ; but is alſo no leſs hurtful to the 
Wounds, than offenſive to the Smell; and ve- 


ry much conduces to render them pusrid, fi? 


nious and Firulent. 

There are alſo ſeveral Places, where they 
very unadviſedly uſe Corroſive Sublimat, Arſe- 
zick, and other things of a like Nature, in the 
Cure of Wounds, not foreſeeing their fatal Et- 
fefts. Nevertheleſs we can't here be too cau- 


tious ; All the Parts of our Body, are made 
up of Veins, Arteries, Nerves, Lymphatick Veſ- 
ſels and Glands, that are ealily affected by 
Whatever touches them, and that by meaus of 

the 


the Circulation convey to the large Veſſels, and 
the Original of the Nerves, the good or ill Qua- 
lities that have been imparted to em. The 


The Haſital Sex 


Contagion, that is communicated to the Sheets 
of 'a Bed, wherein one that has the Pox or 
teh has lain for a Night only, will imprint its 
Characters on a found Perfon, that after lyes 
in em; tho' the impure Matter touch only 


the Scarf- skin, and is to Ap 1 much leſs 
ative than Arſenic or 345885 


The unfaithfulneſs us'd, 10 nakidy: up cer- 


tain Compoſitions , which 1 have experienc'd on 
ſome Occaſions, hath oblig d me, to refolve to 


make up my ſelf, ſome that are more fimple, | 


and much more Effectual. 


Etmullerus in his Medicinal Su; und 
many others before him, have complain'd of 
the prodigious number of Medicines uſed in 
Practice; and of the great many Plaiſters, 
Omtments, Cerats, and a thoufand other uſeleſs 


things, good for nothing, but to perplex the 


Mind of young Surgeons. That great Maga- 
zine of Pharmacy, bra eg reduce d to much 
narrower Bounds. Experience” has convint'c 
nie of the truth of ts; and there are at this 
time many Perſons, very expert in Chirurgical 


Practice, that are herein of my Opinion; 
ſome of whom think, that one Remedy only may 


anfwerall : Tt were well if ſach a Method might 

de eſtabliſht, for the good of the Wounded, 

ad the Conveniency of Surgery. 
M 


8 
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But Iam enclin'd to think, that no Man 


has yet gain'd that Point; which is extream-. | 


I hard to be attain'd, becauſe of the Diver- 
ſity of the Parts of which we are compos'd, and 
the Variety-of Conſtitutions in different Perſ, ons, 
Tis this Conſidetation, that hinders me to 
ive Credit, to that univerſal Remedy which a 


certain Modern, otherwiſe a very able Surgeon, 


and at ſome diftancg, from thele Parts, hath 
endea vour d to efffbliſh. But if I am not al- 
together of this laſt Opinion, I am yet much 


further from that of the Ancients, who have. 


left us ſuch a Numerous Lift of Remedies, as 


can't be either committed to the Memory, or 


retain d therein. A great deal of Study, and 
Wligent Application is neceſſarily requir'd, in 


order to know their Vertuey and Properties: £4 


For to make the right uſe of a Medicine, we 
muſt know its Nature and Effects, not abandon- 
ing the Succeſs to uncertain Chance, and the 
Fidelity of another, as 1s often done. 


Moreover, it is very hard to believe, that 


all theſe mighty Compoſitions, are anſwerable 


in their Effects, to the Expectations had of 


'em: the numerous and differing Ingredients 


do oppoſe, alter, and deſtroy one another. 


The moft Simple Thin s are moſt agreeable, 
and ſympathize moſt with our Nature. 


I could never yet learn, that Solomon, who. 


had an vniverſal Knowledge of all things, left 
doehind him for the Cure of Wounds, Compoii- 


tions 


P 
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tions ſo perplexing, and ſtuff d with ſuch a 
number of Ingredients, as theſe, which ſome 
uſe at this Day: In his time, two or three 
Simples, ſuffic'd to make a Balſam, which was 
nothing inferiour to many others, that are now 

cry'd up as Infallible Remedies. 
. Balſams are recommended, in the curing of 


Wounds, by the moſt Part of the Ancients, and . 


almoft all the Moderns, contrary to the Opi- 
nion of ſome that Practiſe Surgery, Enemies 
to Antiquity; who therein act, as the Quacłs do, 
contrary to all manner of Reaſon: But an undiſ- 
creet Paſſion, ought never to prevail over that, 
which is juſtifyed and ſupported by Experi- 
ence. 

Tho' I don't approve of Medicines, made 
up of numerous Ingredients, yet I have often - 
us'd the Styptick Plaiſter of Crollius; which, tho 
it may be accounted of this number ought 
not at all to be laid aſide: For when it is 


faithfully made up, it hath Vertues too effectual 


to be neglected, and not ſought after. When 
I have a Mind to give it a ſofter Coaſiſtencez 
and reduce it to the form of an Oyatment, 
that I may make uſe of it in dreſſing of Wounds, 
I melt it with the Balſam which I have de. 
ſerib d; and ſometimes with the ) of: St.Jobn's 
Wort, prepar'd with Gum - Ele. | 
It will anſwer all the Expectations, may he | 
had of it, in curing. Wounds and Ulcers It 
allays Pain, cleanſes, and breeds Fleſh : thoſe. 
* 2 Who 


244 The Hoſpital-Saraeon. 


Who will re themſelves the trouble to exa- 
amine its Compoſition, and Ixgredients, will a- 
.gree with me, that tis not impoſſible, but it 
may have all theſe Vertues. 
I have ſometimes us'd, and alſo in this Hof: 

Pital, a Red Balſam made with an Ounce of 
Red Saunders, and White Nax; two Ounces of 
Venice Turpentine, Ol of Roſes, and Roſe-water, 
and a Dram af Sal armoniac; all mixt toge- 
ther, and haſtily boiFd, and kept for uſe ; It 
reſiſts Putrefaction, and leſſens Suppuration. 
The Simple digeſtive, is a Remedy that ] 
commonly uſe, to bring away the Eſcar in 
Gun-ſhot Wounds ; mixing always therewith 
2 little of the Tolk of an Egg, and ſome Spirit of 
Mine: I renew it every Day, becauſe it ſoon 
-corrupts, by Reaſon of the Yolk of the Egg. 

* Turpentine is a ſimple Balſam, which is ex- 
cellent for curing of Wounds: The Country 
People about Brianſon, who gather a great 
quantity thereof from the Wood of the Larch- 
Tree, uſe nothing elſe, but this Single Remedy, 


without any mixture, for the Cure of their 


Wounds : Certain it is, that they who are 
accuftom'd to mix with it, a great number of 
ingredients, and Catagmatick Powders , ſpoil its 
Vertue, and can expect nothing from it, but 
bad Succes. 
Arceus his Balſam us'd in ſo many Places, 
is not to be deſpis d when rightly compos d: 
But tis convenient to remark, that it agrees 
. | | not 
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not to all Piſtempers, nor all Parts of the Body, 
as was obſerv'd in the firſt Remark of this 
third Part: Which I have alſo experienc'd. 
ſince, in many other Occaſions. 


Baſilicon, is one of the moſt common Oynt- 
ments, and moſt ns'd : I ſometimes imploy it to 


receive the Pouders, that I think neceſſary, ei- 


ther to lrritate, or procure Suppuration when 
J judge it convenient: Otherwiſe 1 don't 
much deal with it. 

It ſometimes falls out, by the uſb of gerte 
tie Balſams, that the Fleſh grows ſo faſt, as to 
oblige us to conſume it; -and alſo the Ofrifices- 
of the Lymphatice Veſfels, oftentimes raiſe up 
certain Protuber ances, that together with the 
ſuperfluous Fleſh, forms as it were d reſem- 
blance of Muſhrooms, which ſome endeavour to 
remove with Cathereticks, but to no purpoſe. 

I have obſerv'd, that to touch the Excre : 
cence all over, with a Diſſolution of the Cauſtick 
Stone, is much better, than any other means, 
that can be us'd, for this Intention; providing 
the Application be renewed, fo oft as is needful,. 
L have in eight or ten Days, conſumed Maſh- 
rooms as big as my Fiſt; which the ordinary. 

Powders cou'd not have done in two Months. 
It may be ſeen, in ſeveral Places of the ſe- 
cond Part of this Book, that I have ugd if, 
with a quick and happy Succeſs, When thers 
was Occation to take off the Culloſity, happer>- 
ing to Wounds, in order to procure a Reuni- 
M 3 on: 
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on: and when theſe kind of Protuberances, 
have but a dull Senſe, I don't ſcruple to 
fprinkle upon them, the foreſaid Cauſtick pul- 
veriz'd, or to apply Pledgets dipt in a Diſſolu- 
tion thereof, till I have procur'd fuch Smooth- 
nels, as is reqniſite in order to a laudable Cica- 
trix, and have reftored the Feeling of the Part. 
When I only intended to bring to an Equa- 
lity,the luxuriant Fleſh ; andprocure a firm and 
handſom Scar, I have us d with good Succeſs 
Unguentum Apoſtolorum, mix'd with a little Un- 
guentum Egyptiacum: This deftroys proud Fleſh, 
and is an excellent Medicine for Vlcers, to be 
apply d before the uſe of powerful Sarcoticks: 
For it quickens the Fleſh, conſumes ſuperfluous 
Moiſture, and reſiſts Putrefaction. 
I have always mightily approv'd, the uſe of 
the Spirit of Wine, and have often caus'd 
ares Wounds of the Extremities, with this Re- 
medy only: Tis true it delays Suppuration, and 
pretracts, the coming away of the Slough in 
Gunſhot Wounds; but it powerfully reſifts Pu- 
trefaction, corroborates and quickens, hinders 
Exceſſive Suppuration, and the Diſſolution of the 


Nerves, to which putrifying Medicines are very 
hurtful. 


The Emplaſirum Tripharmacum Juberti, made 
of Litbarge, Oyl, and 7inegar, to which I add a 


little ſcrap'd Lint, is admirably good to digeft 


a Wonnd, and bring it to Suppuration, with- 
out occaſioning great Putre faction: It mightily. 


diſſolves 
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_ Contuſions, and its ule is of great be- 
nent, 

It is certainly very conventent, that a Sur- 
geon have ſome peculiar Remedy, the Vertues 
whereof he is well acquainted with, to which 
he may have recourſe in- obſti nate and trouble- 
ſom Accidents, that ſometimes follow upon 
Wounds, and will not yield to the Common Re- 

dies. It is often alſo expedient to change 
the Medicines, 'as I have formerly ſaid; and 
not always to be confin'd to one thing: For the 
Fondneſs one may have for a Balſam, or an 
_ Uyntment, that, poſſibiy, may have done very 
good Service on many Occaſions, ought not 
to prevail ſo, as to make us employ it in all 
Times and Places: The beſt and moſt Ap=- 
prov'd Remedies, have not always the ſame Ef- 
fects, or the ame Succeſs; For certain it is 
that not meeting with the ſame Conſtitution in all: 
Perſons, tis impoſſible they can have the ſame 
Operations. 
REFLECTION. 85 
have often obſerv'd, and it daily falls out; 
that Qacks, who have neither Stil nor Fxpe- 
rience, have ſucceeded in the Curing ſeveral 
Diſtempers, after they were given over by Pro- 
feſs'd Surgeons, who had beſtow'd much time, 
and usd many Romedies to no purpoſe : But 
[ don't at all think it ſtrange; for I hoſe, leave | 
Nature to her Self, in ſuch Occalions: and *tis 
ne only that works theſe Miracles, that are 
M 4 unjuftly. 
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unjuſtly attributed to them, and give ſuch Re- 
pute to their Remedies. 


Not, but that acting without any Rule, 3 
they commit very groſs Blunders ; being nna- 


ble, with all their Balſams, to n over- 
come, yea or foreſee the Accidents, that of 
ten follow upon Wounds: For all their Skill, 
extends no further, than to the making up of 
their Remedies; and that which can't be cur 4d 
by theſe, paſſes with them for incurable. It is 
not fo with regular Surgeons; they know the 
Cauſes of Accidents, and apply thereto the ne- 
ceſſary Remedies, without abandoning the 
wretched Patient to nis ill Fate. | 
It is indeed a notable Shame, that a wound- 
ed Perſon ſhould go from under their Hands, 


to be cur'd by a Quack, a Clown, or a ſimple 


iFoman. I have known, in ſeveral Places 
ſuch, who by the Sale of their Remedies, have 
acquir'd great Reputation; whether by the 
Confidence, that wounded People had, of the 
Vertue of their Balſams ; ; or for a Reaſon that 
appear'd very convincing ; to wit, that tho' 
they neither us'd Tents nor Dilaters, yea in 


very expreſs terms diſcharg'd them, yet they * 


often ſucceeded in their Cures, to the Dilgrace 
of Surgery, However, it muft needs be, that 


the Inventers of theſe Balſams, did diſcover 


ſome Inconveniences in the ule of Tents, ſee- 
ing they have altogether forbidden to employ 
em: Now, I — it will eaſily be believ'd, 


that 
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that theſe Men or Women, who are employ- 


ed in ſelling them, are not the firſt Authors; 
and that theſe who firſt us'd em, were not al- 
together deſtitute of Knowledge. 

Diapalma, i is one of the Plaifters, moſt com- 
monly us'd in Hoſpitals of the Army: When 
it is rightly made up, and diffolved, as was ſaid 
before, it is not to be deſpis d: And T add to 
it, when the Caſe requires, a little of Empla- 
trum de Betoniccx. \ 

Emplaſtrum divinum, Manns De, Gratis Dei, 
&. are Plaiſters of a ſingular Vertue; but 
rery ſeldom to be found made up, wich all the 
requſiite Fidelity. 

1 have nothing in particular to ſay, Wolicert® . 
ing Cataplaſms, according to the ordinary 
Method: It belongs to the prudent Surgeon, 
to give them what Form and Qualities, he 


| thinks fitteſt for the preſent Occaſion-. 


[ have, often faund much more" Advantage, 
from the Uſe of Emplaſtrum Tripharmatum ſpo- 
ken of before, and Diapalma" diſſolb d, which 
don't ſo much clog the Parts, to which they 
are appply'd, nor at all hinder Tranfpiration. 
Anodine Cataplaſms, ſuch as that of the Crum 
of Bread, and others of that Nature, are very 
uſeful in great Inflammations of Wourids, after 


| the neceſſary Diverſions have been perform” d; 


they allay the Heat of the Blood, extinguiſh 
the Acrimony of Salts, and relax the Skin. 


Unguentum Santalinum may alſo be us'd to good 


M 5 Purpoſe: 


250 The Hoſpital-Surgeon. | 
Purpoſe; And when the Pain is partly re- 
mov'd, I uſe Piſſolving Medicines, which at 
firſt would have encreas'd the Inflammation 
and Fermentation. 

Before I put an end to this Diſcourſe, I will 
remark, that it is very requiſite for a Surgeon 


of a Field-Hoſpital, or of an Army, who may 


ſometimes be ſhut np in a beſieged Place, il} 
furniſh'd with Medicines for the uſe of the 
Wotmded, to underftand, how to make up 
ſimple, and eaſy Remedi:s, with few Things, 
ſuch as thoſe before mention'd for Wounds, 
and theſe of which I ſhall afterwards ſpeak for 
Ulcers ; which in time of need may ſerve for 
all: Brandy, which is the ordinary Refuge, 


in want of other Remedies, may alſo be lack- 
ing. It is the part of a prudent Surgeon | 


wiſely to provide for this neceſſity, and to ac- 
commodate himſelf to the time, by dreſſing the 
wounded Seldom, and according to our Metbod : 

Thus fewer Medicines ſhail be us'd, a little 


ſhall go a great Way, and every one ſhall have 


Reaſon to be ſatisfy'd. 

A great number of Abſceſſes, Wounds, Ul 
eers and Fractures of all ſorts, that have been 
under our Hands, 1n this Hoſpital, have been 
cured according to this Method; wherein 
there is nothing but what is Gentle and Fah. 
All the Amputations that we have perform'd, 
were dreft only once in two or three Days, du- 


ring the whole time of the Cure, with our fim- 


Die 
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ple Remedies; and that with very good Suc- 
re e. Thoſe who have been ſo happy, as to 
avoid the malignant Influence, of the Conta- | 
gious Steams,” that have long prevail'd in 
; the Air, have experienc'd the Comfortableneſs-- 
vil of this Method, by the ſuddenneſs of their. 
Cure, compleated without any Exfoliation of 


ay WF the Extremities of the Bones: Which infalli- 
0 bly had followed on Frequent Dreſſmgs. 


I commonly uſe a Button of Vitriol, to caute - 
u WF rize the Veſſels, and ſtop the Bleeding, which 
ever found ſucceſsful; neither did the Flux 
of Blood ever return. The two Stitches with 
a Needle, made croſs-wiſe upon the Vein or - 
Artery, are very ſure; this is a common Way, 
which I have ſometimes, and yet do follow: 
But the Falling of that Suture, is ſometimes 
ſo tedious, that it exhauſts the Patience, both 
of the wounded Perſon, and the Surgeon; not- 
withſtanding its uſe is very ſafe: For the 
Bleeding is leſs to be fear'd this Way, which is 
quick and gentle, than any other. The * 
Cautery is now out of uſe, unleſs it be in en, 
tions perform'd on the Dead. 

Tho' in the Cures of the Penetrating wounds 
of the Thorax, ſpoken of in my ſecond Part, 
I was not oblig'd to perform the Operation of 
the Empyema; yet I have had Occaſion to uſe 
it, on many other wounded Perſons, ſince I 
embrac'd this Method: For take what Way, or 
what Care you will, it is oftentimes abſolutely - 

Loa 1 1 neceſſar7 
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neeeſſary. When the Cavity of the Breaſt is 
fur of Blood, and the Orifice of the Wound 
high, it is not then ſafe, to attempt to empty 


it, by the way of Vrine, which might be too 
flow, and is too uncertain ; but we muft With- 


ont delay fall about the Operation.” 

I will not here, defcribe the Manner of 
performing this, or other Operations. M. Verduc, 
and M. Chariere, have lately afforded ſuffici- 
ent Means of Inſtruction in this Affair. This 


I will only ſay on the Subject in hand, that 


this Operat ion, ought always to be perform d 
on that Side, where the Effuſion of the Blood 
is 3 and if it is found to have been on both 


Sicles, and one Opening does not give the Eaſe 
chat is expected, tho the extravaſated Blond is 


diſchargd; we muſt make an Opening alfo on 
the other Side, after the firſt is carefully 
clos d up, and the Patient has had ſome time 
allow'd, to recover his Strength. Sometimes 
F am oblig'd to aſe Texts for the firſt Day, 
teft the Divifion of the Pleura, that was but 
newly made, ſhould unite again; and ſo there 
. would be a neceſſity of a new Operation the 
next Day, to let out that Blood, which being 
coagulated, could not at firſt be brought a- 
way, and can hardly be evacuated by any o- 
ther Means. As for theſe Openings made in 
the Body by Bullets, in Gunſhot Wounds, there 
is no need of Jents to keep them open, for 
they cannot be cles d up, till the Efcar is ſe- 
Parated. 
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is I have already faid, that in Openings which 
d I make to evacuate the Collections of Matter, 
y or Abſceſſes in the Thorax, ocaſion'd. by a Pleu- 
50 reſy or Peripneumonia, I uſe Tents without a 
h- point in the firſt Days, to keep the Matter 

from coming out all at once: Otherwiſe the 


of Place that was poſſeft by the Matter, wou'd 
i, ſoon be fill'd with Air; which, being ever 
i- colder than the invent Parts of the Body, 
15 might occaſion Coagulations, Suffocations, and 
at W Swoonings. Moreover, when a great deal of 
d Blood is extravaſated, it mutt alſo be let out by 
les Degrees. Now in ſuch Occaſions Tents are 
th neceſſary: But theſe being once over, I lay 
* them aſide for good and all; that a free Paſſage 
s | may be given to the Matter, that the Genera- 
on tion of a Calloſity, about the Sides of the Open- 
Iy 1 ing, may be prevented, and that nothing may 
ne de left to hinder the Reunion. ES 
8s By this Method, the wretched Patient is deli- 
, vered from a great deal of Trouble, Pain and 
ne Vexation; being enabled thereby to enjoy a 
re Repoſe, which otherwiſe he could never have 
he expected: And by ſeeing him thus from 
1g Pain, what inumerable Accidents are avoid- 
a- el? | 
& Had not Charity and Patience prevail ai in 
in this Place, and reftrain'd us from cutting off, 
re without further delay, Members, that were 
or only gangren'd by an Extremity of Cold, as 
* other Surgeons of Hoſpitals have done; this of 


Brianſ on, 


6. * 
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Brianſon , wou'd have been full of Invalids. 
For about the End of the Campain, in the 
Years 1692, and 1693. a great number of 
ſick Perſons were brenght thither from Pigne- 
rol and Oulx, who in paſſing the Mountain 
Genevre, were in ſuch manner ſerz'd and pe- 
netrated with the Cold, in the Extremities 
of the Body, that a total Loſs of Senſe, and al- 
ſa a Gangrene did enſue; the moſt part of 
whom, notwithſtanding, were cur'd without 
Amputation; thoſe only excepted, that had 
been before, worn out with long Szclneſs. 


__ 2 _ 


—” — — 


CH A P. vin 
Of Gunſhot Wounds. 


Q's Wounds are the Principal Subject of 

this little Treatiſe, it was- not fitting that 
thoſe inflicted by Fire-Arms ſhould here be for- 
gotten. Wherefore, I ſhall ſay ſomething of 
them in this Chapter. 

Gun-ſhot Wounds are acknowledged by all to 
be very troubleſome , becauſe of the Tearing 
and of the Diſordering the Fleſh, occaſion'd by 
the Bullet, the Stop put to the Circulation ſo far as 


they reach, the Havock that attends them, and 


the Obſtrutions they occaſion; all which are 
but too too able to produce very grievous Acct: 


dent s. 


l * 


The Hoſpital-Surgeon. 2 5 1 

lents. Fluxions, Mortifications, and Gangrenes 
are here very much to be feared; to prevent 
which, I at firft give Breathing to the Wound 
with pretty large and deep. Incifions, accord- 
ing as the Nature of the Part, and bigneſs of 
the Wound do require. I do my utmoſt to 
draw out the Extraneous Bodies, if there are 
any, putting the Wounded Perſon in the 
ſame Poſture wherein he received the Wound ; 

Afterwards I dreſs it according to my Me- 
thod, and ſeaſonably perform the requiſite Di- 
verſions. A Flux of Blood, is almoſt never to 
be. fear d till the Eſcar be fallen, unleſs ſome 
great Veſſel be wounded. 

Neverthelefs, I can truly affirm, that there 
never happened any Flux of Blood in Gunſhet- 
Wounds, fince I laid afide the uſe of Tents : 
for according as the Elcar isdifſolv'd and comes 
away, a new Fleſh is bred without any hin- 
drance,and covers the Wounded Veſiels, which 
can't be when it 1s preft by Tents. This is a 


Truth ſo evident, that 1 hope no Man will 


call it in Queſtion. 
Diet ought always to be rightly order'd : :; 


and if notwithſtanding all our Care and Pre- 


% 


caution, dangerous Symptoms do follow, we 


muſt endeavour to eaſe and relieve the Part, 
by making many Scariſications thereon, in or- 


der to give a Vent to the extravaſated Blood, 


and to. hinder its Stay and Fermentation. But 
ſeeing the moſt * of the Accidents that 


W 
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happen, are more or leſs troubleſom, accor- 
ding to the different Bigneſs of the Confuſton ; ; 


Ido what I can to diffolve it, as foon as poſh 
ble, and to reſtore the Humours to their uſual 


Motion: For according to the Definition we 


have laid down in our firſt Part; 4 Contuſion 
is 4 Diſorder of the Fibers and little Veſſels, 


that changes the Regularity and Situation of the 
Pores: but this is often accompany'd- with an 
Effufion, or Extravaſating of Blood, which 
preſſing upon the Feſels, hinders the Courſe 
and Motion of the Humors and Sprritss The 
Accidents: that follow, in this lat Caſe, are 
much more troubleſom; wherefore , without 
expecting the Effects of diffolving Medicines, 
I forthwith have recourſe to Scarification; for 
Mortif:cations often times ſurprize of a ſudden : 
however, ſeeing things come not always to 
this Paſs, I ſomerimes ule Diſſ:tving Medi- 
cines. 


We have known, a a very warm Embrocation 


with Gy of Raſes, to which was added a little 


of that of Jurpent ine and ſome Spirit of Vine, pro- 
dnce exceeding good Effects: it begins the Piſſo- 
lut ion, relaxes the St in, and diſpoſes the Part, 
to receive afterwards the Impreffion of the 
Plaiſters; ſuch as the Tripharmacum Juberii, 
Diapalma diſſolv'd as we have ordered, freſh 
Com- dung fry'd, with Volatil Salts, as alſo 
that of other Animals: the Roots of Briony 
. Infus'd in Spirit of Wine are in this Caſe very 


proper. Diſoty-- 


medi. 
the 


— 
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Difſolving. Catzplaſms are ſometimes very 
ſeaſonable, providing they be not too empla- 
tick : and if in ſpite of all our Care a Gan- 
grene {ſhould follow, we muſt uſe theſe Reme- 
ties which were deſcrib'd under that Head. 
But this Accident never yet fell out in any of 
theſe Wounds, whereof we had the firſt Preſ- 
ſing; and I can aver, that tho imple. Gun: ſbot 
Wounds, are dreſt in this Hoſpital: as Excoria- 
tions only, yet are they always cur'd with a 
ſurprizing Quickaeſs ;- Nevercheleſs we per- 
form all the neceſſary Diverſions. The Re- 


medies we us'd may be ſeen } in the Relation of 
the Cures, | 


— 


1 r : 


0 A A p. N 
| of Burns. 


H E. e occaſion a 5 and 
might, afford us Subject of much Diſ- 
courſe upon Bun; But - deſign only to- 
ſpeak a Word or two thereof, that I may 
thence have Occation, to point forth the Re- 
medies I uſe in their Cure. 

The Tallow of which they make Candles, 
melted with the 0yl of Walnuts to the Conſi- 
ſtence of an Oyntment; will anſwer to all the 
Intentions propos'd in this Matter. I have 

not found any thing either ſo effectual, or: ſo; 
| ea ſie: 
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eaſie: it will terminate the Empyeme, and cures 


generally all ſorts of Burns whatever, in very 
ſhort time: In fine, this is the Remedy which 


we ordinarily uſe. Benjamin, Unguentum Popule- 


um, and the Jolks of Eggs, may be us'd' when 
this can't be had. There are but very few 
Surgeons, who have not always ſome particu- 
lar Remedy for Burnings, ſome more ſome leſs 
eſfectual. Etmullerus, and other Authors, have 
given a great number of very good ones: and 
M. Verduc in his Pathology, explains their Na- 
ture and their Differences, in a very clear and 
unintelligible way. 

A little time after the Declaration of War, 
an Accident happen'd in the Valleys of Lu- 
ſerne, which afforded us many frightful Spe- 


Qacles. The Guard-houſe of the Hort of Tour, 


call'd St. Maries, fell down upon about thirty 
Soldiers, as they were warming themſelves a- 
bout a great Fire ; of whom twenty, or there- 
| abonts, were buried with the Rutnes, in the 
Chimney by the Fire. A- good deal of Time 
was ſpent before they could clear away the 
Stones and the Rubbiſh, and get out 


theſe poor wretched Creatures. Some 


were found dead, and roaſted; others were 
brought into the Hoſpital of Lnferne, A 
Plaiſter as big as a Bed-ſheet, was ſcarcely 
ſufficient to dreſs them. Two or three 
dy'd; and five or fix were cur'd by the 


atkſtance of Cordials , nn and 4//or- 
bing 


ling Me: 


opening 
moſt Pr. 
Pain, 
which | 
Yolks 0 
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was CO 
part, li 
their 8 


3 


The Hoſpin al- Surgeon. | 259 5 


bing Medicines, taken inwardly to facilitate the 


opening of Obſtructions; while outwardly, the 


moſt proper Oyntments, were us'd to allay the 


Pain, and diſſipate the corrupt Matter, to 
which I caus'd add a little Campbire and ſome 


Yolks of Eggs mixt together : To conclude, 
after very frightful Suppurations, the Cure 
was compleated ; but they were for the moft 


part, like ſo many Serpentsall "uy d to 3 | 


their Skin. 4 


— — * _ 2 


0 H A P. xX. 
| of Ulcers. 


OO is of Opinion, that the Cauſe of 
Vlcers, proceeds from an Acid , whereby 
the immediate Nouriſhment, diſtributed to the 
Part, is corrupted, and loſing its Oyly and 
Balſamick Nature, becomes four, and altoge- 
ther unfriendly to the Part, that 1t ought to 
nouriſh; and fo conſiderably encreaſes the acid 
n and augments its Activity. 


According to this Definition, a Topical Re- 


r well accommodated to the Kind of the 
Difeaſe, and that deſtroys Acids, and repairs 
the Balſamick Nature of the Nutricious Juice, 
iſ ſufficient to bring this ſort of Diſtemper to 


a perfect Cure. I have often in this manner 
cured. 
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cured, many poor afflicted Creatures, without 
the uſe of Genera? Remedies, But not to make 


any change in the manner of Dreſſing, I ſay 


in the firſt Place, that Ulcers are but too com- 
mon in the Hoſpitals of the Army: The it 
Pyet of the Soldiers, their Irregularitics, their 


Fatigues, and their unavoidable Neſtineſs, are 


more than enough to occaſion ſuch as are very | 


obſtinate, and difficult to be cur d. Sgcond- 


ly, we have in this Hoſpital followed a Method, | 


whereby in a little time, a greet number of 


Vlcers were cur'd ; For after General Remedies, 


and ſome ſlight Diverſions, I usd a Decoction 
of Walnut Leaves with a little Sugar; in this 
I dipt Pledgets, which'I apply'd moderately 
hot, letting often three Days paſs over with- 
ont taking off that Dreſſing. | 

Many Perſons in France, I know, have kept 
this Comprſition as @ great Secret; but 1 
thought it wou'd have been inconſiſtent with 
Charity, not to publiſh its Vertues, and the 


manner of making it. 


1 have experienc'd on a thouſand Occaſions, 
that it mightily cleanſes, and breeds Fleſh 5 mor- 
tifies and devours it Acidities, reſiſts Putrej«- 
tion; removes plentiful Suppurat ions, and con- 
ſumes the Moiſture that hinders Reunion: In 
fine, it hath Vertues that ſurpaſs Belief, and its 
Effect is more quick than that of all the 0ynt- 
ments, and Cerats with which Apothecaries 
Shops are ftor'd, and which are commonly us'd 

in 
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In curing of Ulcers, but often to no purpoſe. 
In the mean time I dare affirm, and that 
truely, that in the Places where I have us'd 
it, all theſe Vlcers, that were formerly thonght 
Incurable, were thereby ended in a very ſhort 
time. 

Tho' I do but very ſeldom make any uſe of 
lu jections, nevertheleſs, I have been fome- 


times oblig d, to have recourſe to this Remedy, 


from which I have reap'd more advantage, 
then from all thoſe us'd in Practice; and eſpe- 
cially in bollow and deep Ulcers ; As alfo in 
large Abſc:ſes of fleſhy Parts, where there is 
thc Putrefaction, and ſometimes a n, 
ble Cavity. 

The Scriptural Balſam, ſpoken of velire, 
which is only an equal Quantity of OY and 
Wine, boi d to the conſumption of the latter, 


is alſo an excellent Medicine for blcers: With 


this Remedy only, 1 _ ke "Hue mums 
hers. K 

Many date, there . ro have left 40 
an Account of a vaſt number of Remedtes, 
which are us'd in Hoſpitals 3 for which Reaſon, 


I will fay nothing of them here, where my De- 


fign is only to make known tote I 7 in _ 
own Practice. 


By what I have faid of the wigom areſſing 
of Wounds, it may be eaſily guefs'd, that Fam 
not for” frequent Dreſſing of Virers : For if 
they proceed from an Acid, as Etmullerus thinks 

| we 
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we ought to endeavour not to promote the 
Coagulation, by admitting the Acid of the Air, 
which by infinuating its pointed Articles into 
Vlcers, corroborates the Cauſe, renders them 
putrid, ſanious, and ſometimes incurable. L 
*Tis not without ground, that Galen, as 
hath been declar'd already in the firſt Part, in 
his Fourth Book, of the Compoſition of Medicines, 
Chap. 4. bath ordered, to dreſs Ulcers, but 
once in three Days: And I believe that it 
wou'd yet be better, to do it more ſeldom ; un- 
les ſome urgent Cauſe require it; ſuch as the 
Seaſon of the Year, the badneſs of the Hu- 
mors, or ſome other ern Diſpoſition of Bo- 
dy. 

"We may obſerve, that Suppurative Medi- 
cines, us'd in dreſſing Ulcers, are extremely 
pernicious : For the Matter is but too plenti- 
ful, and requires to be leſſened, and dry'd up, 
if we deſire a perfect Cure. The Application 
of Tepical Remedies, when well choſen, often- 
times performs in this Caſe, what neither Di- 
verſions, nor Internal Medicines cou'd do; and 
of ſuch there are good ftore : But it depends 
only on the Prudence, and Skill of him that pre- 
ſcribes em, to uſe them ſeaſonably; for we 
can expect no deftreable Effects, either from one 
kind or another, but according as V are 
Properly app d. | 

| Unguentum olorum, mix d with Vuguen- 


tum Egyptiacum, is not to be deſpis'd : It con- 
ſumes 
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ſumes all the corrupted, and the Superfluous 


Fleſh. I have often apply d this, before I made 
uſe of our Lotion. 


The Aqua Phagedenica, or Lime-water mixt 


with Salt of Lead, or Sal Armoniac and Aqua 
Celeſtis, have alſo. ſerv'd us on ſuch Occaſi- 
ons; for if one Remedy. fails, as often falls 


out, we muſt have Recourſe to another. 


CH A f. XI. 
0 f 5 pple Fracfures. 


] N. the Cure of Simple Freflures, comments, | 


four things are propos'd to be done. Firſt, 
to ſet the Bone, or bring 1t to its natural Fi- 
gure. Secondly, to keep it ſo, with fit Dreſ- 


ſings. Thirdly, to take care of the neighbour- 


ing Parts. And fonrthly, to sive the afflicted 
Member a conventi&es: Poſture. 
Firſt then, Extenſion is almoſt ever necelſary, 


to reduce the Bone to its natural State, which 


is to be more or leſs vigorons, according to 
the Quality of the Fracture, the Nature of the 
Broken Part, or the Age and Sex of the Pa- 


tient: but we muſt: obſerve not to make Ex- 


tenſion, when Inflammation, or other Accidents, 


appear, till they are Kher Femon's „or con- 
MORE abated. 
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As to the ſecond thing, which is the neceſ- 


ſary Dreſſizes, I have. always obſerv'd the. Di- 


rection of Hippocrates, in uſing three Bands as 
he did, in ſimple FraFures : Cel/us employed 


ſix, but theſe, in my Opinion, were too ma- 


ny for the Part: wherefore, I chus'd rather 
to follow the Practice of Hippocrates, approv'd 
of by Galen, in the Fifth- 3 of his Book 
of Method. 

The moſt Part of thoſe who practiſe Surgery, 
differ in the Uſe of Topical Remedies. Some 
apply all Dry: As for my ſelf, who am not 
confin'd, to the Way of the Ancients, in this 
Matter, I have found that the Glair and Yolk 
of an Egg, beat up together with a little oy. 
Roſes, will anſwer all Expectations: It is 4 
The reſt of 
the Dreſſmgs, I uſe dry, unleſs an Inflammation, 
or ſome ſuch thing, oblige me to the contrary: 
For as it is my Way to'drefs my Patient as ſel- 


dom as poſſible, I appt the Bandage dry, 


that it may be the faſter, and leſs apt to le. 
ken. ö 
Plaiſters, and Emplaſtich Medirivies employ a 
in Fradbures, ftop-up the Pores of the Skin, keep 
in the Vapours, that occaſion ſtobing, and fo 
oblige to take off the Dreſſings, oftner thats 


expedient 4- wherefore Þ enden eridevonr,, to avoid | 


whatever may cauſe that Aceident. 


Hippocrates, uſed to take off che Dſfings; | 


three Days after Application, Many ftay till 
"The 
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the ſeventh; and for my ſelf I delay it as long 
as ever I can. Experience has taught me, 
that it is moſt advantageous for the Patient 
not to be drefy'd, till the Callus is intirely 


form'd; unleſs the Bands are looſen'd, or ſome 


unexpected Accident hath fallen out, ſuch as 
[tching, and Diſordering of the reduced Bones. 
I could recount a great number of Soldiers, 
that have departed from this Hoſpital, cur'd of 


| — Fractures of all forts, according to my 
od; but I ſhall content my ſelf with the 


Ae dcn of the following Cure. 
A Soldier call'd La Tulippe, of the Regiment 
of Conde, was brought to this Place, having 


his right Thigh-bone broken about the mid- 


dle, and ſhattered ; This unlucky Accident 


befell him, as he was ſleeping upon Mount Ge- 


nevre, under à Tree, which at the ſame time 
was cut down, and fell upon his Thigh. So 
ſoon as he was committed to my Care, I re- 
duc'd the Bone by a vigerous Extenſion, and 
apply'd a linnen Cloth, dipt in an entire Egg, 
beat up with a little 951 of Roſes, and a ſmall 
quantity of good Vinegar, -upon which I put 
ſome C ompreſſes, then three or four pretty long 
Rollers, with ſome Splents of Paſt-board, en- 
compaffing all with a Piece of the ſame; and 
laft of all the Juncks, with what belongs to em. 
Diverſions were perform'd, and a moderat Diet 
ordered. I let the Dreſſings ay on for twen- 
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ty Days; at the end of which time, I found 


the Part in its right and natural Diſpoſition; 
At this Dreſſing, I us'd Emplaſtrum pro fracturis, 


and apply'd the Bandage as before, with Splints | 


.of Wood, and the other things neceſſary. In 
twenty Days after, I took off the Dreſſings a 


Tecond time, and found all things to my Satiſ- 
faction: and Twenty Days more pals'd before 
I look'd to it again; fo that in ſixty Days, | 


dreſt him only three times, not reckoning the 
firſt: He began now to riſe and to walk on 
Crutches; and we continu'd ſtill the Dreſſings 
upon his Thigh, omitting the Junks. In fine, 
after he had remain d ſometime in the Hofpital, 
to recover his Strength, he return'd to his 
Regiment, 

Tis convenient to obſerve, that in Simple 
Fractures of the Thigh, we ought always to 
uſe on the hinder part, a Splent of the breadth 
of two or three Fingers, to ſuſtain the Bone, 
which without this Precaution would be in 
Danger to bend, in Hoſpitals of the Army, 
where the looſe Straw on which the Soldiers 
lie, is apt to ſlip from under them, and ſo to 
make Holes or Furrows, capable to diſorder 
the joyning of the broken Parts, unleſs they 
be ſupported. by ſome thing, that is ſufficient- 
ly ftiff. 

I haye no Credit to give, to the inward 
Remedies, which ſome uſe for N 2 
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lala: fuch as the Juice of Comſlip, of Agri- 


nony, or its Root, taken in Drink; and many 


others to be ſeen in ancient Authors. Nature 
b the Architect, and principal Framer of the 
Callus, When ſhe | is allow'd that Repoſe, which 
b neceſſary to her Acting: however I don't 
iapprove , the uſe of incraſſating Nouriſh- 
ment, on ſach Occafions. 
In the third Place, as to the Care of the 
reghbouring Parts, when the Fracture is much 
hatter'd and very painful, it is excerding ad- 
vantagious to apply Defenſives to the Superior 
Parts, and the Emunctories: the Liniment made 
of an Egg beat up with Oy! of Roſes, and ſome- 
times with a little of that of Turpentize, and 
ſome Vinegar 3 when the Contuſion is great, 
anſwers alſo to this Intention; together with 
Embrotations with diſſolving Oyls. Above 
all, Diverſions are of great Efficacy, to pre- 
vent and remove Accidents. | 
As for the fourth Thing; it is of great Im- 
portance to the fractur'd Member, to be 
placid in a convenient Situation, upon which 
very often depends the good or ill Succeſs of 
the Cure. In Hoſpitals of the Army, all the 
neceſſary Eonveniences are not to be found; 
but the Ingenuity of the Surgeon, ought to make 
up that Defect. The greateſt Part of the 
Wounded , are only laid upon Straw, which 
das not Stability enough, to keep a Member 
N 2 long 
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long in the ſame Situation: tis this Confide. / 
ration that obliges me, after applying the | 
three Bands, ſpoken of above, to uſe Spleyts 
in the firſt Drefling, unleſs the Pain engage | 
me to defer em; and afterward, I make all 
ſure with a fourth Band: I add alſo the Juncłs; 
and the Sole with what belongs to em; if 
the Fracture is in the Tbigbe or Legs, if in the | 
Arm, J ute the Sling; as allo, if in the Fore - 
Arm, the Caſe of Paſt- board: all being well 
ty d on, ſecures the Part in ſuch ſort, that there | 
is no hazard of its being diſorder d. This is 
the Method I uſe in Simple Fractures. 
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CHAP. XI. 
Of Compound Hracturec. 


— — —— 


Expectations of the like good Succeſs ; chiefly 


when part of the Subſtance of the Bone is loft. - 
The Youth, and good Conſtitution of the Pati- 
ent, are great Helps in ſuch Occaſions. The 
Met bod of Dreſſing Gently, Speedily and Seldom, . 
faves a- great deal of Time, and prevents very 
many Accidents. Nature, when at Liberty, and 
acting without Reftraint , does things very 


ſurpriſing, and ſuch as we word have jadg d 


to be impoſſible. | 
The Genergtion of a Callus i in a Simple Fra- 
ture, is undoubtedly more ſpeedy, than in a 
complicated one: In the firſt the Heat is kept 
in, and united, and acts with more Strength 
and Quickneſs. The Bone being covered by 
the Teguments, is ſhelter'd from the injuries of 
the Air: For according to Fabricius ab Aqua- 
pendente , Part. 1. Bo. 4. Chap. 9. the exter- 
na Air alters the Bones, and deſtroys their 
N 3 Natural . 


Omplicated Fractures are very hard to be 

cur'd. In the ſecond Part of this Trea- 
tile may be ſeen, the manner how a good num-- 
ber of ſuch, were brought to a perfect Cure 
But we muſt not always flatter our ſelves, with 


— 4 — 
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Natural Temperament :. More over Nature is not 
diverted, nor difturd'd in her Action by Dif 


pations or Suppurations. All confifts in the Re- 


ducing of the Fracture, or rightly Setting the 


Bone; as we have taught in the former Chap. | 


ter. 


From theſe Reaſons a Conſequence may be 
drawn, to juſtify my Metbod in reſpect of Com- 
pitcated Fractures: For by Suppreſſing frequent 


Dreſſing, and giving all Diligence, to hinder 
the Acceſs of the Air to ſuch Wounds, I pre- 


vent all the Accidents it might occaiion; as | 


great Snppurations, Alterations, Rottenneſs, Flux- 
tens, Pains, and generally whatever prolongs 
the Cure, and often makes the Wounds incu- 
rable. e * KN LOTS 
In Complicated FraFures, when there is great 
Suppuration, the Matter muft undoubtedly be 
mixt, with the Nutricious Juice of the Bones, 
which from the firſt Moment of the Fracture 
begins to cover the Ends of the Bone, and form 
a Callus. Tents and Dilaters, with which com- 
monly theſe ſorts of Wounds are filFd, by their 
Touch, hinder this Work, which ought not to 
by interrupted. Long and frequent Dreſſmgs,give 
time for the Air to penetrate into the Wounds, 
whereby the Nouriſhment of the Bone, loſes 
what was ſpirituous in it, coagulates, breeds 


obſtructions, or is turn'd into Matter. More- 


over this Method, net only occations always 
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rritations and Pains, but alſo deprives the 
Sick of that Ref, which is abſolutely necellary 
to 'em. 

Fabricius ab A enden in the eighth C bap- | 
ter of the ſame Book, treating of Complicated 
Fratures, where the Bone is not uncovered, Or- 
ders the Lips of the Wound to be joyn'd toge- 
ther,and that it be dreſt hut once in three Days. 
And in the tenth Chapter of the ſame Book, 
ſpeaking of Complicated Fraſtures where the 
Bone is laid bare, directs to Joyn the Lips of 
the Wound by Stitching or otherwiſe 3 and af- 
terwards to go on with the Core, as in a Sim- 


J am not therefore the only Pee Is that 
has dreft complicated Fractures after this Man- 
ner. It may be obſery'd alſo, that Rhafis, = | 
Serapion us'd this Method, in the Cure of 
Wounds of the Head with a Fracture of the 


 Scull ; for they fay, that Wounds of the Head 
muſt be ſtitch'd up, even where the Scull | is 


broken quite thorow. 

If this may be done on ſuch Occaſions, 
much more in complicated Fractures of other 
parts of the Body: now the Stitching us d by 
theſe Authors in FraFures of the Scull, was for 
no other End, but to exclude the Air, which 
might have prov'd hurtful to the Brain, the 
Membranesg and the Scull. 

Galen, and ne adviſe Stitching in ſuch 
2 Caſe; but Hippocfates forbids it, in his Book 


N 4 of 


* 


$22 ' The Esel ness 
of Wounds of the Head. For my ſelf I very 


rarely uſe it, in any part of the Body, tho'-1 | 


don't diſapprove it: But in Gunſbot Wounds, 
it can't be praQtis'd, for many Reaſons known 
to every Body. 

Fra@ures with a Wound, are in general very 
troubleſom : But theſe caus'd by Fire-Arms 
more than others; and they are alſo. more or 
leſs hard to cure, according to the Part where- 
in they are: For the Complicated Fraures of 

the Thigh, which we have had under our Care 
in this Hoſpital, were not ſo ſoon .cur'd as 
thoſe of the Leg; nor theſe, as the Fradures 
of the Arm, and ſo of others; tho in all, the 
lame Method was always follow'd. . 


ef 4 08 © 8 ! 


As to the difficulty of curing thoſe. of the 


Thighs, it is often occafion'd, by the Inconve - 


niences to be met with, in the Hoſpitals of 
the Army: For there is difficulty in giving 
Clyſters there, where we cannot afford the Ac- 
commodations neceſſary for voiding the Ex- 
crements: becauſe wanting, ordinarly, Servants, 
handy and charitable enough to aſſiſt the Pa- 
tients in ſuch Occaſions, they ly in their Na- 
ſtineſs, and are indiſcreetly and violently 
mov'd; by which means the Cures become te · 
dious and diffcult. For we may be ſure, that 


Nature acts with no leſs Diligence and Wiſdom 


upon theſe, than upon other Parts. 

L make no queſtion, but many Perſons will 
condemn this, Way of dreſſing complicated 
| Fractures, 
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fractures, Which poſhbly will appear to be ve- 
ry new; For I own I never hitherto law it 
us'd by any. But we ought not to be too for- 
ward to affirm, that what we have not ſeen, + 
is not. There are, without doubt, man 
Secrets, both in Nature and in Arts, which 
wou'd be of notable advantage, were they 
known to us. CET 

Thoſe, who will give themſelves the © 
Trouble, exactly to follow this Mei bod, may 
extricate themſelves from the Errors, with 
which their Minds were prepoſſeſs d againſt 


* 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Of Diſlocations. 


[IS in the Cure of Diſlocations, that | 
Art has the Advantage over Nature; be- 
cauſe that alone accompliſhes the Cure, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of this: the Operation of the 
Hand, Machines and Bands, are the Means, 
that Surgery imploys to reduce them. 
Tho' this Subject, would afford an ample 
Field to Theory; yet I ſhall remit the young 
Surgeons to ſach Anthors, as have deſignedly | 
treated thereon. I will only ſay, that it is ne- 
ceſſary to be throughly inſtructed, in the 
Knowledge of the Bones, and Bandages; and 
that, if poſſible, we muſt not loſe one Minute 


For 
of time, to reſtore the Parts that are diſloca- vu 
ted, before the Accidents ſupervene, that of- len 
tentimes hinders the Operation. For the Head ces 
of the Bone, that is out of its Place, commonly onl 
preſſes on nervous and ſenſible Parts, and MW een 
ſometimes ſqueeſes together the Veſſels, that | 

rarry the Blood for the Nouriſhment of the be: 
Parts, which occaſions a kind of Palſy and WY nes 
Atrophy, and ſometimes a Fluxion: Moreover to 
the Cavity of the receiving Bone, may be fill d ay 


with 


EF 


5 a 1 


with the Synovia, or Humor that moiſtens the 
Joynts 3 which, if it be coagulated there 'by 


ſome Acid, will hinder the Head ' of the Bone 
to go into that Place, from whence it came 


ont; in which caſe we may reckon the Reſto- 
ring of the Bone to be impoſhble. Where- 


fore, we ought at firft to employ all our Care, 
to procure its Reduction. a 


The Inftruments neceſſary to reduce old 
Luxations, or ſuch ew ones as require great 
Force, are not all to be found always in Hol 


pitals of the Army; but the Hand of Servants, - 


and the Ingenuity of the Operator, ought 


to make up that want as much as poſſible. 
Guy de Chaulige, Fabricius ab Aquapendente, 


Pareus, and many others, have ſufficiently 
explained the manner of Reducing Diſtocations.. 
A young Surgeon ought to- omit nothing, that 
may conduce to his Accompliſhment herein: 


For it is by theſe ſimple Operations, that the 
Vulgar knows to diſcern the Skilful from the 


Ignorant; becauſe theſe forts of Performan- 


ces. are altogether Chirurgical, and require 
only the Dexterity of the Artift to accompliſh. | 


em. 
I have found by Experience, that an Egg, 


beaten up with Oy! of Turpentine and a little Vi- - 
negar, is very profitable to the luxated Parts, 


to which it is apply'd; yea that it is a Reme- 
dy ſufficient to anſwer all Intentions: Aroma- 


tick 
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tick Wine may be us d, when this can't be had. 
If your defign is only to ſtrengthen, the Plai- 
ſter Pro Fracturis will do the Buſineſs. 
Bleeding, Chſters, and à convenient Courſe 
of Diet, ought not to be negletted, in great 
Luxations attended with Contuſion: Theſe 
ſorts of Remedies oftentimes prevent being 


ſurpriz d with Accidents, and remove them 
when preſent. 


— — 
. 


„„ 8 » 
Of the Relaxation of the Foynts. 


IOldiers, who commonly ly on the Ground ' 
during the Campain, in very ſevere Sea- 
fons, are lyable to have their Bodies ſtuff d 
with ſuperfluous Humors, wherewith all the 
Parts in general are ſoak'd:butin a ſpecial man- 
ner they very often fall upon the Joynts, where 
foftning, and relaxing the Ligaments that kept 
them faſt, they do thereby occaſion Luxations 
of the Parts. 

T his kind of Diſtemper, is very hard tu be 
cur' d, and will ſcarcely yield to Remedies: 
we have had of them under our Hands in this 
Hoſpital, which have occaſion'd us 4 great 
deal of Trouble, and but little Credit: Hippo- 
ergtes in ſuch Caſes adviſes the uſe of the au 

Cautery, 
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» or 


Cautery , and Galen after him is alſo for the 
ſame Operation, in order to drain and conſume 
the ſlimy and watery Humours, to ſtrengthen 


the Skin, and to faſten and fortifie the Joint. 


Hippocrates, for this purpoſe uſes a Rope of 
raw Flax, which being ſet on fire, yields a 
Coal, like that of the Match us'd in Armies; 
and Aetius, according to Archigens , did it 
with the Root of Fullers-Weed and of Birth- 
wort, probably to render the Operation 
more gentle: it is perform'd upon the Place, 
where the Head of the Bone bunches out. 

This Remedy is .rnde 3 and we have never 
us'd it in this Hoſpital, becauſe it frightens 
the Patient. Nevertheleſs theſe Diftempers, 
are ſomtimes ſo painful, and withal fo obſti- 
nate, that thoſe who are under *em, willingly 
ſubmit to the moſt cruel Operations, that they 
may be releaſed therefrom. | 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente relates, that after 
he had in ſuch a Caſe, to no purpoſe, us'd very 
many things; the Patient was cur'd with a 
Plaiſter of a certain, Herb, which he believ'd 
was Hearts-Eaſe, that was apply'd to him by 
a Quack. | | 

As for my ſelf, tho I don't diſapprove the 
Way us'd by the Ancients in this Caſe, yet I 
am of Opinion that it onght not to take Place, 
till more gentle Methods are firſt try d: And 
this is the courſe we uſe to take, at firſt 2 

what 
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whatevet may heat, cut, dry, and ſtrengthen : 


The of Lavender, the Fat of the Mountain- 


Rat, and Spirit of Wine, or the Queen of Hun- 
aries Water, made up in form of a Liniment, 
and apply'd very warm, give great Aſſiſtance 
in ſuch Caſes ; to which may be added a little 
of the Oy of Turpentine, which cuts, and opens 
the Paſſages, ſo making way for Diſſolving and 
Drying Medicines. | 


But when I find theſe Remedies ineffeRual ; 


I uſe ſuch things as irritate, Veſicatorie s, and 
cauſtick Herbs, ſuch as Spurge, Celandine, and 


the like; which by the exaſperation of the 


Pain, may cauſe a Fluxion upon the Part at- 
feed, that ſo the matter being after digeſted 
and ripened by a Fermentation; all may be 
happily ended by an. Abhſceſs, as ſometimes fails 
Out. 8 

When we have brought things to this Paſs, 
we muſt not fail, without delay to reſtore tlie 
Bones into their Cavity, and to fortify the Joynt, 
with good Aromaticł Wines quickened with Spi- 
rit of Wine; or elſe with Man's Greaſe, and a 
little of the Queen of Hungaries Water, mixt and 


apply'd hot: and generally we may for this 


purpoſe uſe any thing, that may ſtrenghthen the 
Member, and waſt the Moiſture. - In the' mean 
time, the Part muſt always be ſupported with 
a good Bandage, and ſurrounded with Compreſ- 
fes and Bolſters, to command the Bone, and 


keep | 
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keep it faſt in its Place: moreover the Patient 
muſt be very careful to keep himſelf quiet, and 


muſt obſerve a Drying and Attenuating Conrſe 


CHAP. XV. 
The Contlufion of the Fhird Part; with 
ſome very uſeful Remarks. 


M* principal Deſign in this little Trea- 
tiſe, being to introduce for the Relief 
of Wounded Perſons, a Gentle, Speedy, and Ea- 


fe Way of curing their Diſtempers; I have en- 


deavoured to confirm the ſame, as much as 
lay in my Power, by Reaſons and Experiences. 
I am not ignorant, that this Part of Surgery 
which concerns Wounds, does not exhauſt its 
Bounds; and that I have only ſlightly touch'd 
on other Things, that are of no leſs Impor- 
tance. 5 112 
My Intention, was not to tranſcribe from 
other Authors; and therefore I thought it e- 
nough, ſuperficially only to — my 
Thoughts, of the other Parts of Surgery 3 
wherein alſo I have confin'd my ſelf, to that 
whichis moftcommon, and moſt neceſſary, and 
was withall moft particulurly known to me; 
net 
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not being willing to ſpeak of many Things, a- 
bout which I had nothing new to advance. 
I think I have done what I deſign'd, and am 
ambitious of nothing elſe, but that my Inten- 
tion, which I have ſincerely declar'd, may 
have all the Succeſs I cou'd wiſh it. 

The Courſe I take to prevent the Scaling 
of Bones, explained in the firſt Part of this 
Book, I learnt from Experience; I. hope alſo 
it will be found very. uſeful and neceſſary, in 
dreſſing Wounds where the Bone is uncovered. 

I drew alſo from the ſame Fountain, the 
manner of Dreſſing after the Operation of the 
Trepan; and yet I doubt not, but it will have the 
Fate to be condemn'd as new: However, I 
will not ſpend Time in anticipating the Ob- 
ze&ions of others, by anſwering them before 
hand: For whatever might he ſaid in com- 
mendation of the Plate, which was never us'd 
by any before me, wor'd only prove an In- 
ducement to excite the Criticks to decry it. 

Experience, and Reading have inform'd me, 
that the Air is a mighty Hinderance to the Cure 
of Wounds: and I have endeavoured to find 
out an eaſy Way to hinder its Acceſs, eſpecial- 
ly in, Wounds where the Scull is cut: For tis 
evident, that the moft part- of the Accidents 
that attend ſuch Wounds, are occafion'd only, 
through the little Care taken, to keep off the 
Aſſaults of the Air, which are promoted by | 

| the 4 
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the Cuſtom of long and frequent Dreſhngs.' - 
I have: ſeen Surgeons ſpend whole Hours, 


in dreſſing Wounds of the Head, accompanßy d 


with a Fracture of the Scull, to looſen, break, 
or cut off the Splinters, or ſome Piece of the 
Bone; which ought never to be done, unles 
we are very well ar d that they: prick: the 
Dura Mater.. 

There are many, who think they handed. 
well, if at each Preſſing, they can but extract 
ſome little Bit of broken Bone, which they 
carefully preſerve, to ſhew to all that come, 
thinking thereby to gain Credit; and to raiſe 
theix Reputae iau, by that which ought tobe 
condemn d, and often coſts the Wounded Per- 
{on kis Life. EIN? ER 05 yi £10) CTY 2 ris 47 

A: very; famous Maar, not long 280 erpe· 
rienc d, the fatal Effects of this cru Meibod 5 
for having had his Scull broken, by a Bullet, 
whereby he was in a manner trepann'd, with- 
out hurting the Brain, or its Membraue s; or 
occaſioning any dangerous Symptom: ſome 
Time was unadviſedly ſpent twice a Day, in 
looſening, and pulling, away forcibly little For- 
tions of the Bone, which Nature wou'd eaſily 
have ſeparated, ſuppoſing that afterwafftls ,, 
which yet was impoſſible, they might chance 
to prick the Dura Mater : by this Method the 
Dura Mater, and the Brain were Altered, and. 
viſibly mortify'd ; fo that he dy'd on the Ele- 

venth 
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venth Day of his Wonnd. I was indeed call'4 
to give my Advice, after his Condition was 
deſperate; but all I could do in this Caf, was 
to give him notice of his approaching Death. 
Many Surgeons, ina vain Oftentation, ſpend 


all their Life, and exhauft their Dilipence, in, | 


unravelling all the Secrets ef-the new Difco- 
veries in Phyſick, and in qualifying themſelves. 
to diſcourſe accurately thereon j contemning 
all the Opinions of the Ancients ; while in 
the mean time, they remain in an intire Igno- 
rance of the Practice, notwithſtanding all their 
Science. If theſe Men were as deſirous to be 
knowing, as ambitious to appear ſo, they would 
take another Courſe : And not confining 
themſelves only to Reaſonning, and to fhew 
their Wit in Conſultations, neglett to improve 
%%... 5 
It is not enough to underſtand the Nature, 
and Difference of Wounds, and to know the 
cauſe of Accidents that beſall them, nor yet 
quaintly to explain em, by Reaſons purely 
Speculative and Chymerical We muſt joyn to 
the Theory, that is indeed very uſeful and 
neceflary, a Method of Curing and Rooting out 


Diſtempers, wnich is to be look'd on as the 


moſt neceſſary Part of Surgery: But it is rare 
for thoſe, who addict themſelves wholly: to 
Reaſonning , to have ſuch regard for Prattice, 
as to acquire it to Perfection, and to abandon 


their 
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< their own Maxims, to follow others that are 
| contrary to 'enf, Wherefore, I have addrefs'd 
* this little Diſcourſe to young Surgeons, who 
may poſſible reap ſome Advantage from it, 
& | not being uncapable of the good Impreſſions, 
. one deſires to make upon em. 


1 

4 I am not deſirous, that the Newneſs of this 
3 Met bod, ſhould either engage them to follow 
A 


it, or oblige 'em to reject it; but only wiſh 
that they may put it to a Tryal, in order to 
make a true Judgement: For every reaſona- 
ble Man, ought wiſely to inform himſelf of the 
Truth of Things, and to examine their Con- 
ſequences, before he poſitively give his Judg- | 
ment. Nothing is more Eaſy for one, than 
to Paſs a Verdi®; and nothing more Difficult, 
than to Judge aright. | | 
IL am convinc'd by Experience, that it is 
dangerous to credit the Teftimony of others. 
The wrong Judgment made on a Wound, that 
one of our moſt famous Generals receiv'd, Otto- 
ber 4. 1693. being the Day of the Fight of 
Marſeils, and my Eafineſs to rely on the Fi- 
delity of another, and on the Report made to 
me, the Day after the firſt Dreſſing thereof, 
had almoſt coſt him his Life. The Hound was 
deep, and made by à large Bullet, and was 
dreſt at firſt, as if it had been only a ſimple 
one, with a great quantity of Lint, where- 
of a Part was loft and fix'd in the Depth of the 
Wound: : 
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Wound: However it happen'd very fortunate- 
ly, that it was driven out by the Matter; but 
it left behind it,in the Place where it was hid, 
a conſiderable Mortification, which gave occa- 
ſion to make great and deep Incifions, where- 
by a Fracture was diſcovered. Prudence hin- 
ders me to declare at more length, the Cir- 
cumſtances that accompany'd this Cure, to 
which M. Dalibour, Maſter-Surgeon ſworn at 
Paris, and Surgeon Major of the Horſe-of the 
Houſbold, an able and experienc'd Man, was 
called to give his Advice. In a Word, after 
many Accident, all was brought to à happy 


ciuſion, r LORE 2D THIS) 
I is therefore abſolately neceſſary, for a 

Sungenn, who is careful of his Reputation, to 
fearch the Wounds himſelf, Which were not 
dreſt by him at firſt, in order to diſcover their 
Nature, and know their Extent. T his was 
not the only Perſon, whe in the Day of that 
Fight, experienc'd the Inconveniency of be- 
ing dreſs d at firſt in a Hurry. I have for 
good Reaſons, not mentien'd ſeveral other 
Caſes not much differing from the former, 
that occur'd in the fame Occaſion, wherein 
there were many dreſs'd in that Quarter, 
that was aſſign' d ta the Body of Reſerve, be- 

longing to our Army. 

In this Book, and particularly in the ſe- 
cond Part thereof, may be ſeen, after what 
- manner, . 
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manner, I have brought to a perfect Cure, a 
great number of Wounds, of all Kinds and quali- 
ties, with much Eaſe; ſmall Charge, and with 
ſimple Remedies, which are no leſs uſeful to 
the Rich, than convenient for the Poor. 

The great Charges ordinarly laid out upon 
the Cure of Wounds,ſometimes involve the Pa- 
tient, after that cure is perfected, in Evils' no 
les troubleſom than the former: The Wounds 
are fill'd, and clos'd up, but the Pockets are 
opened, and drain d. That Perſon, of whom 
| I ſpoke in the twenty fifth Chapter of the Se- 
cond Part, before he came under my Care, 
had a Bill of Three hundred and. ſeventy ſix Li- 
vers, brought him by the Apothecary, for 
Medicines furniſh'd by him; when yet after 
all that Expence, there was no Appearance! of 
a Cure. 

The Credit of a Sargoon; we not confiſt 1 in 
emptying the Shops, to cure his Patients: 
On the contrary, we ought rather Chriſtian 
like to be ſaving of the Money: of thoſe, who 
put their very Perſon and Life in our Hands: 
And if they chance to prove ſo ungrateful, 'as 
to deny us what we have deſerv'd ; after ſuch 
a good Decd, we may expect our Reward 
from Heaven, We onght not to be brib'd, 
dy the conſideration of a Mean Intereſt, to a- 
bandon the Fidelity, wherewith we ought to 
1 the Speedy Cure of our Patients. 
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If a Patient is deftroy'd by unexpected Acci- 
dents, when the Cure is delay'd on a mercena- 
ry Account; the Surgeon, under whoſe Care 
he was, becomes guilty of his Death. 

I have ſeen many Perſons of Note, whom 
I won't name, who paſſing through Brianſon, 
eight or nine Months after the Battel of Mar- 
ſeils, wherein they had been wounded, were 
either fiſtulous, or very * from being com- 
pleatly cur'd. 

Nevertheleſs, that I may not raſhly 8 
thoſe, who had theſe Perſons under their 
Care, I am willing to believe, that the Ten- 
derneſs of their Conſtitution, their ill Tempera- 
ment, or the unwbolſom Air, which very 
much conduces to continue the Wounds, oc- 
cafion'd that Tediouſneſs of theſe Cures ; 
which in other Perſons and Circumſtances, 
had been perfectly finiſh'd in two or three 
Months at moſt: but I can't reftrain my ſelf 
from ſaying, that the Tents, as well as the fre- 
quent, and painful Way of Dreſſing ſo much 
in Uſe, are ſufficient to cauſe all theſe Acci- 
dents, and to hinder the Cure of Wounds: 
and this is what makes Fagan hated, and 
Surgery chargeable. 

In this little Work, I have ſe what I 
cou'd to ſhew, not ſo much. by Reaſoning, as 
Examples and Authority , that Nature has the 
anten Hand in curing M ounds; or to ſpeak 
| more 
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more truly, that ſhe is the principal Worker 
therein: But I leave it to the performance of 
more delicate Pens, to celebrate her Praiſes, 
and publiſh her Excellencies; contenting my 
ſelf to admire her Wonders, which are no leſs 
unaccountable than they are ſurprizing. 

The Year 1686. afforded me an Occaſion, 


wherein it appear'd, that Nature ever acts 


for the Preſervation, of the moſt noble and 
the moſt perfect of her Works. A Soldier of 
the Fort of Mirabout, which parts the Valleys 
of Luſerne from Queras, having rob'd his Cap- 
tain, was purſu'd 3 and finding no other Way 
to eſcape, he threw himſelf down from the top 
of the Walls upon the Rocks, where falling on 
his Feet,they were not only put out of Joynt,but 
each of them were fractur'd with a Wound: 
He was taken, and brought to the Fort, where 
there was no Surgeon, by reaſon of the Small- 
neſs of the Garriſon, | 
He lay four Months on Straw, without any 

Relief but Bread and Water; during which 
time his Feet were gangren d, and ſoon after- 

ward intirely mortified. | 
But, which is extremely furprizing, around 
the lower part of both the Legs, a little above 
the Ancle, Nature her ſelf form'd a certain 
Wreath or Roll, which ſtopt the Progreſs of the 
Mortification, ſo that what was beyond this, 
was abandon'd to the Fury of the mo 
e 


— 
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while whatever was above theſe Rolls, Was tree 
From Blemiſh. 

He cut off the Right. Foot nimtelf Sa the 
Joynt, with a little Pocket+knife, / without ei- 
ther Pain or Bleeding; and becauſe the Putre- 


faction, occafion'd au Ixtollerable Smell over. 


all the Fort, by Reaſon of the exceſſive Heat, 
hne was ſent to our Hoſpital at LIaſerne. 

By the Way he Joſt a good part of the Other 
— which came away of its 'vwh- accord; 


and not withſtauding the contagious Smell, which 


as à Carrion, he diſpers d in all the Places 
where he paſs d, and alſo the extreame Heat 


of the Seaſon, the Mortification did not paſs 


over the Bounds that Nature had given it;; only 
_ theſe Wreaths that we mention'd above; were 
confiderably'increasd/in Bulk by the Way. 

-1-Afﬀter he had recovered his Strength, by 
the Aſhftance of good Cordials,” fome Wine, 
and Victuals, I cut off all that appear'd to be 


 inticely mortify d, not ſparing the higheft Pla- 


ces of the Rolls, which caſt an inſupportable 
Smell: I let him reſt till to-morrow, and then 
cut off one Leg, and the other the Day after: 
For the Ends of the Tibia and Fibula were al- 
together rotten and uncover d. Finally, no o- 
ther Aceident hppen 


Cure, which was compleated not long after. 
This wonderful Example, is ſufficient to e- 
e that the want of Art, is oftentimes ſup- 


ply'd 


Yd during the reſt of the 


; p 
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ply'd by Nature. This may further appear al- 


ſo by what follows, being a very ftrange thing 
that happen d at Pignerol. M. De la Place, 
Captain in the Regiment of Barrois, was 
wounded with a Bullet at the Battel of Marſeils, 
that entred at the middle and hinder Part of 
the Fore-arm, and came out at the lower and 
fore-part of the ſame, breaking the Cubitu in 
its paſſage. He was dreſt by M. Malinas, a 
Surgeon-Major belonging to the Army in Italy, 
and Mafter Surgeon of Lyon, very skilful in 
his Imployment. 

This Wound was attended with ſome trou- 
bleſom Accidents ; For together with a Conti- 
nual Fever, an Abſceſs was form'd by a Colle- 
tion of Matter, which was extended over all 
the Arm and Fore-Arm : But as they were pre- 


paring to make an Opening, the wounded Per- 
ſon was ſeiz d with a great Looſneſs, which all 


of a ſudden put an End to that Tumor, and re- 
ſtord the Arm and Fure- Arm to their natural 
State. This unexpected Accident, being. fol- 
lowed by fo ſurpriring an Effect, oblig d his 
Surgeon to cauſe take a view of that, which - 
the Patient had voided, and it was found to 

be the very Matter of the 4bſceſs, without any 
thing elſe, ſave ſome little Excrement, which 
remain'd altogethr unmix'd therewith ; More · 
over, according as new Matter was gathered in 
the fame Places, it was ſtill voided again by 


O Steal, | 
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Stool, in a little time after. In fine, the Wouny + 


being compleatly cur'd, the Zooſneſs ceas'd, 
becauſe that was remoy'd which occaſion'd it. 

Perhaps the Matter was taken up by the 
Veins, and by means of the Circulation carried 
to the Mz/araicks, and thence emptied into the 
Guts : but this {-only propoſe as an uncertain 


Conjecture, all other Ways being to me un- 


known: I willingly leave it to the Learn' d, 
to be explain'd according to their different 
Apprehenſions. But that which inclines me to 
think, that this Way has ſome. Appearance. of 
Truth, is, that this ſame Surgeon ſolemnly pro- 


teſted to me, that at the beginning of the fame. 


Campain, he had under his Care a Captain, 
who had a Wound in the Thorax, that Pierc'd 
into the Subſtance of the Lungs, and was ac- 
company d with all the Accidents, common to 
ſuch kind of Wounds ; all Which, nevertheleſs, 
were remov'd by Opening a Vein in the 4rm, 
which was done with an Intention to let Blood, 


inftead of which nothing came out by the 


- Orifice made 1n the Vein, but real Matter, that 
had been ſent thither from the Breaſt.  Ma- 
ny Perſons worthy of Credit, who were 
Eye-Witneſles, afſur'd me of the Truth of 
this Prodigy. 

Fabricius Hildanus, Chapt. 3. Obſerv. 39. re- 
lates, that an Inveterate Ulcer in the Leg with 
a Fiſtula, en been raſhly and W 

cux d, 


\ 
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i W curd, was followed by a Pleureſe, in” whic 
, the Patient voided at the Mouth 4 Matter, 


» like to that: which us'd to come from the Vie 
* of the Leg. 


<Q It were an eaſie Matcor: to adduce an ink-- 
e nite number of Examples almoſt alike, where 
n in Nature appears to have ſurpaſs'd even her 


- ſelf ; either in Preſerving Parts afflicted, or in - 
eating ſuch as are Overcharg'd with Humours , . 
_ or finally, in "Uniting ſuch as are Divided. 
nin the Year 1686. one Lanſaverbe, Quar- 
ö der after of the Dragoons of Verue, in the 
War againft the -Vaudois, was wounded by a 
x large Bullet, in the upper and fide-part of the 
Hypogeſtrium, and by all the Accidents it ap- 
d pear d, that the Colon was opened and torn 
by the Bullet: there came out at the Wound, 
, for more than the ſpace of two Months, an 
5 excrementitions Matter, during which time he 
ſuffer d grievous: Pains: At length Nature, 
„ uitbout any Aſſiſtance, clos'd up the Wound 
of the Guat, tho the Bullet was loſt; and he 
iT left Luſerne: at the Breaking up of the Hoſpi- 
tal, which was three Months after his Reer 
ving the Wound. 
f Hildauus, has a like Obſervation! of a cer- 
| tain Man, who had one of the great Guts o- 
4 pened, in the Operation of the Bubonocele, 
h which clos'd up of its own Accord. In fine, 
J as we are oftentimes ſurprized by things, that 
5 O 2 could 
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could not be hop'd, but from either the Beun 
dy, or even the Caprice of Nature; ſo alſo ve- 
ry extraordinary things fall out in Wounds, | 
by an Effect of Chance, as well by reaſon of 
the Poſture Men are in when they receive their 
Wounds, as becauſe of the Figure of theſe 
things with which they are wounded. * 
In the ſame Year 1686. One wounded with | 

a Shot, was brought to the Hoſpital at Luſerne: 
the Bullet entered, on the lower and middle 
part of the 0s Occipitis, and grazing upon the 
Temple-Bone, came out under the Right Ear, 
carrying away a Part therof. Tho' it phain- 
ly enough appear'd, that the Bullet had tonch'd 
the Scull, yet the Wound was dreſfs'd: as & fim+ 
ple once, becauſe, no Accident appear d; and 
it was left to the Care of the Servants : thus 
three Days paſt 3, during which the Patient 
was troubled with a R 5, complaining 
only that he could not put himſelf in an cafic 
Poſture, which was not much minded: Ne- 
vertheleſs, he dy'd on the fourth Day of his 
Wound, with all the Symptoms that uſually 


attend ſleepy. Diſtempers. | 
The unexpetted Death of this Man, oblig d a 
me to open his Scull ; I found he had been 7 
wounded with a little Wedge of Lead, which t 
hitting againſt the middle Ridge, on the low- fe 
er Part of the 0s Occipitis, when at the ſame 1 


time his Head was FO 4 down, was cut in 
| two 


n ms s *, 
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two by the ſharp Edge of the Bone, and one 
part thereof had flipt upon the Temple-Bone, as 
was ſaid, and the other had enter'd the Cavity 
of the Scull of that ſame Side, and remain'd 
fix'd between it and the Membranes, which 
were cut and preſs d thereby. His Fellow-Sol- 
diet in the ſame Day and Action, had two 
Wounds by one Shot; the firft a little below 
the Tobe · Bone of the left Stde, and the other in 
the middle part of the Right 'Hypochondre : : Yet 
he was compleatly cur'd in twelve Days, with 
a Moderate Suppuration, and no Accidents. 
L have ſeen many Wounds, that were no leſs 


firange than theſe: But in order to make a 


right Judgment in ſuch like Cafes, the Nature 
and Figure of the wounded Part, the Poſture 
of the Perſon when he received the Wound, 


together with the Figure of that which made it, 
muſt all be very carefully examin'd before- 
hand. Now the ready apprehending of all theſe | 
Circumftances,with many others alſo, very ne- 


ceſſary to be known, in order to ſnccefiful Pra- 


dice, can't be attain d by Surgeons, without 
great Study, c continual oh. bs and unwearied 


Diligence. 


The Aſceat, whereby we mount unto the 
Temple of Eſculupius, is no lefs difficult and fteep, 
than that by which we riſe unto Mount Pernaſ- 
ſw: Tis almoſt impoſſible to get up, without 
making ſome falſe Steps. However tis but 
Oz reaſona- 


0 
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reaſonble to think, that thoſe who were em- 
ploy'd in Hoſpitels and armies, during the late 
Va, by the inumerable different caſes which 
it hath afforded, have difcover'd things very 
ſurpriſing, and no leſs uſeful in FraQice; and 
have often ſeen the Strange Ways that Nature 
takes, to throw off what offends' by healthful 
Evacuations, and to accompliſh her Deſigns. 
Such as impart to the Publick their 0bſer- 
vations and Experiences, which are the Fruits 
of their Diligence, and of their Care, have 
deſerved well of Maniind. Many Surgeons 
there are, who have not the Advantage of 
Occaſions, to accompliſh themſelves in this 
ſort ; and of thoſe that have, few are ſo cha- 


ritable as to publiſh, what they have ſeen 


and remark'd that is Extraordinary. 

When a Man, does not communicate his 
Attainments, by Writmg, to the Publick, let 
his Endowments, and his Knowledge be never 
ſo great, they are for the moſt part, if not al- 
together, buried with himſelf in the Ground. 


The Good that a Man can do, laſts but for a 


time; but the Excellent Advices, that be leaves 
in-writing to Poſterity, are uſeful for eber: 
We had been ſtill in Ignorance, had not the 


Writings of the. Ancients, come dawn to our 
Hands. 


Wherefore, 1 thought my ſelf bound. in 
Conſcience, (tho at the Hazard of being con- 
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demn'd by the Enviou) to impart to the 


World my Experiences, That , if poſſible, I 
might procure , to poor wounded Perſons, & 4 
more ſpeedy Aſſiſtance, than can poſſibly be af 
forded, by the Common Method. If I ſhall 
have the Happineſs, to ſucceed in my Deſigu, 
I ſhall think my ſelf ſufficiently recompens d 
for all my Toyl, and will praiſe the Almaghty - 
Father of Lights, who, by ſmall Means, often- 
times brings Mighty Things to paſs.” 
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liſhed, for a Reformation of Manners „ and; 


ſuppreſſing Ammarality; in the, Nation. The . 
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N A 51 Sir Walter N 
Hiſtory of the World. In Five Books. 
Wherein the particular Chapters and Para- 
graphs are ſuecinctiy abridg d, according to 
his Method in the Larger Velume. To which 
is added, his Premonition to Princes. With 
ſome Genuine Remains of that Learned 
Knight, viz. 1. Of the firſt Invention of 
Shipping. 2. A Relation of the Action at 
Cadiz. 3. A Dialogue between a Jeſuit and 
a Recuſant. 4. An Apology for his unlucky 
Voyage to Guiana. Publiſhed by Philip Ra- 


leigb, Eſq; the only Grandſon to Sir Walter, 


Geography Rectified: or, a Deſcription of 
the World in all its Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Countries, Iflands, Cities, Towns, Seas, Ri- 
vers, Bays, Capes, Ports, their Ancient and 
Preſent Names, Inhabitants, Situations, Hi- 


_ ſtories, Cuſtoms and Governments. As alſo, 
their Commodities, Coins, Weights and Mea- 
ſures compared with theſe at London. Illuftra- 


ted 
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ted with 78 Maps. The Fourth Edition, 
To which is added, A Competent Geogra-i 
Phical Index to the whole Alphabetically di- 

Contemplations on the State of Man in this 
Life, and that which is to come. By Biſhop 
Jer. Taylor. 

Milion' $ Paradice loft Imitated in Ryme, in 
the zth, 6th, and gth Books, containing the 
Primitive Love, the Battel of the Angels, the 
Fall of Man. By Mr. Hopkins. a 

The Conftant Couple: or, a Trip to the 
Jublee. A Comedy Aged at the Theater 
Royal in Drury-Laxe. The Third Edition, 
with a New Scene added to the Part of Wild- 
a... 
victorious Love: A — Acted at the 
Theater Royal in Drury Lane. Written by 
Mr. William * 


